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THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS* 


By JAMES F. BALLARD 
Director, Boston Medical Library 


WE HAVE gathered here to celebrate the completion of forty years of 
existence of our Association. At this time it is fitting to reflect, consider, 
and speculate upon the past, present and future of our organization. 

On May 2, 1898, cight persons met in Philadelphia at the editorial 
office of the Philadelphia Medical Journal upon the suggestion of Dr. 
George M. Gould. The first minutes' record the presence of Dr. J. L. 
Rothrock of St. Paul, Minn.; Dr. William Browning of Brooklyn, N.Y.; 
Dr. Edwin H. Brigham of Boston (representing Dr. James R. Chad- 
wick, Librarian of the Boston Medical Library); Miss M. R. Charlton 
of Montreal; Miss Marcia C. Noyes of Baltimore; Miss E. S. Thies (now 
Mrs. Thies-Meyers) of Baltimore; Mr. Charles Perry Fisher of Phila- 
delphia, and Dr. George M. Gould as organizers of the Association of 
Medical Librarians, the first name of our Association. 

Dr. Osler and Dr. Chadwick sent letters of regret and Mrs. Thies- 
Meyers tells how Dr. Osler supplied her with the necessary funds from 
his own pocket to make the trip to Philadelphia so that Johns Hopkins 
University might be represented at the meeting. Dr. Chadwick did the 
same for Dr. Brigham, sending him from Boston as the Boston Medical 
Library at that time could not afford such unusual expenses. Both Drs. 
Osler and Chadwick were keenly interested in the new Association and 
later became the second and third presidents, respectively, following Dr. 
Gould, who was President for three years. 

At the first mecting Dr. Gould was elected President, Dr. Rothrock 
Vice-President, Miss M. R. Charlton, Secretary and Dr. Browning, 
Treasurer. The first objective as proposed by Dr. Rothrock was ‘‘to en- 

* Given at the Annual Meeting of the Medical Library Association, Boston, Mass., 
June 28, 1938. 


. 
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courage the improvement and increase of public medical libraries.’’ This 
was changed at the second annual meeting in 1899 to read: ‘“The object 
of the Association shall be the fostering of medical libraries, and the 
maintenance of an exchange of medical literature among its members’’; 
this has remained unchanged unto this day. Miss Noyes, in her presi- 
dential address of 1934, spoke of the first meeting of the Association 
and told of Miss Charlton's part in bringing into being the organization. 
I quote from Miss Noyes:* “Miss Charlton was the one person who 
indirectly brought the Association into being from speaking with Dr. 
Osler. She had belonged to the American Library Association. Their 
problems were not our problems, and she felt lost and that the time 
was wasted, yet she had striven for contact with those doing just the 
sort of work she was doing; and so she suggested to Dr. Osler that it 
would be a fine thing if the Medical Libraries could do the same thing 
the American Library Association was doing. Just how that contact came 
to Dr. Gould—whether by way of Dr. Osler or else from Miss Charlton 
direct I do not know. You can think of that vivid personality of Dr. 
Osler as being back of it all, but it really took the dynamic force of Dr. 
Gould at that time to put it across. As a publisher and editor, he knew 
absolutely tons of really good things that were being discarded and lost, 
and felt that the time was ripe for everyone to begin to conserve.” 

It is interesting to note that the first organization provided for a pri- 
mary membership of individual librarians representing medical libraries 
having 500 or more volumes. This was later changed, in 1904, to a 
primary membership of medical and allied libraries. 

Dr. Gould was a man of broad vision and foresight. At the first 
meeting in 1898 he read a prepared statement entitled, ‘The Work of 
an Association of Medical Librarians,’’* in which he outlined a program 
which is still fundamentally sound. He suggested: 1, the exchange of 
library duplicates; 2, the securing of libraries of retiring or deceased 
physicians; 3, the securing and distribution of transactions of medical 
societies; 4, a committee on antiquarian books and auction sales; 5, en- 
dowments for medical libraries; 6, a union catalog of rare items in single 
libraries; 7, supplying special information and securing useful abstracts 
and 8, a committee on library management, technic, and methods. 

Dr. Gould in the beginning seized every opportunity for furthering 
the progress of the new association and medical libraries. He attended 
the meeting* of the American Medical Association held at Denver on 
June 8, 1898, and offered the following resolutions to the general session, 
which were unanimously adopted by the American Medical Association. 


Resolved, That the American Medical Association unanimously approves of 
any ethical and legitimate methods of encouraging the organization, perfec- 
tion and support of public medical libraries in all the cities, towns and vil- 
lages of the United States, and earnestly urges the members of the association 
to aid in the formation and organization of such libraries; also, 
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Resolved, That the Journal of the American Medical Association be sent 
gratis to the membership libraries of the Association of Medical Librarians, 
or to other libraries that may be recommended by the executive committee of 
said Association. 

In connection with this Denver convention a meeting was called of 
medical librarians. Dr. Gould addressed this meeting and outlined the 
plan of the Association of Medical Librarians for conducting an exchange 
in Philadelphia. The mecting endorsed the plan and the new association 
and appointed Dr. Gould a delegate to the meeting of the American 
Library Association held at Lakewood in July 1898, for the purpose of 
bringing the matter before that Association. Dr. Gould attended the 
American Library Association meeting, read a paper entitled, “The union 
of medical and public libraries’’® and had the following resolution en- 
dorsed by the Executive Committee of the American Library Association: 

Whereas, The public library should be the means of stimulating all neigh- 
borhood intellectual and scientific progress, and of representing the combined 
helpful forces, ethical, mental and sanitary, furthering the welfare of the entire 
country: it is therefore 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the American Library Association it is both 
possible and advisable in the interest of the library, the profession and the 
community, that public libraries should have medical departments, and that 
physicians and medical societies be cordially invited to co-operate with the 
libraries and trustees of public libraries in establishing and maintaining such 
medical departments. 


At the fourth annual mecting, Baltimore, 1901, it was voted that 
only librarians representing medical libraries of not less than 500 volumes 
and with regular library hours and attendants are cligible to membership. 
At this same meeting it was voted to publish a quarterly Bulletin. 

At the seventh annual meeting, Atlantic City, 1904, the Constitution 
and By-Laws were amended, the principal change being the setting up 
of two classes of members, one for libraries, the other for individuals, 
with annual dues of $10 and $5, respectively. This change had been 
proposed originally at the fourth meeting in 1901, and at the fifth meet- 
ing in 1902 a committee of three was appointed to consider the question 
and to report to the members at large by means of the Bulletin. 

Upon the occasion of the tenth annual meeting, held at Atlantic City 
in 1907, Mr. Albert T. Huntington, Secretary of the Association and 
then Librarian of the Kings County Medical Society, read a paper en- 
titled, ‘“The Association of Medical Librarians; past, present and future,’’® 
in which he gave a short history of the first nine years of the Association. 
He reprinted the minutes of the first meeting and Dr. Gould’s first 
address, as well as the report Dr. Gould made to the third meeting in 
1900 concerning the operation of the Exchange. Mr. Huntington made 
the comment that the binding influence holding the organization together 
is the Exchange. He deplored the fact that the meetings had been held 














6 JAMES F. BALLARD 


in the East and suggested that occasional meetings be held in the West, 
North and South. He also expressed the opinion that it was not necessary 
to hold the meetings in conjunction with the American Medical Associa- 
tion in order to assure a good attendance; and that the American Medical 
Association through its Journal could be a powerful factor in promoting 
the cause of medical libraries.* 

The early meetings were held in conjunction with meetings of the 
American Medical Association and the Congress of American Physicians 
and Surgeons in order to assure a good attendance. Eminent physicians 
were prominent in the early years of the Association and naturally were 
anxious to interest other physicians in the Association. For this reason 
meetings were held as often as possible at the same time as the larger 
society meetings. Of late years the annual meetings have been successfully 
held independently of the societies and in various parts of the country, 
including the Far and Middle West, the South and Southwest and 
Canada. 

I have been an observer of the Association for all of its forty years 
as I was a member of the staff of the Boston Medical Library six years 
before the organization of the Association, and I have been actively 
interested in the affairs of the Association for nearly thirty years since I 
became head of the library staff in 1909. Under the circumstances I 
believe that I am competent to view the Association in a true perspective 
untinged by the ever present personal ambitions and politics which are 
an essential part of any going organization. 

The history of the early years must be pieced together from notes, 
letters, scrap-books and other fragments, as there was not any official 
minute book of the Association until 1912. When the new series of the 
Bulletin was published in 1911, under the editorship of Dr. John Riihrah 
and Miss Noyes, a combination which continued for fifteen years, there 
was published a short history of the Association, unsigned, but probably 
the work of the editors. Here is recorded the fact that at the tenth annual 
meeting held in Atlantic City on June 3, 1907 the name of the Associa- 
tion was changed to ‘The Medical Library Association.”’ The first number 
of the new Bulletin begins with the address of the President, Dr. John 
H. Musser, of Philadelphia, for 1911,’ and has to do with the work of 
the Association. 

At the twentieth annual meeting held at Atlantic City, 1919, Dr. 
William Browning, as his presidential address, selected the topic, “The 
development of the Association of Medical Librarians,”’* reviewing 
the history of the Association for twenty-one years. It is particularly 
interesting as it gives Dr. Browning’s personal recollections of the first 

* The younger members in reading the remarks by Mr. Huntington should be 
careful to evaluate them properly as they are slightly tinged with a personal interest. 
The older members who are familiar with the “Court” history of the Association will 
recognize the situation as it was in 1907. 
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meeting. He also commented cryptically on various vicissitudes of the 
organization which are easily recognized by the old-timers. He suggested 
incorporation and advised against affiliation with the American Library 
Association, which had been suggested at the time. 

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the Association was held in Baltimore 
on Monday, May 7, 1923 and at that time letters were received from 
various past presidents who were unable to be present at the dinner. Mr. 
Charles Perry Fisher, the first non-medical president, made an eloquent 
appeal® for the continuance of the practice of sctecting physicians as 
presidents, and called attention to help given the Association at critical 
times by the individual supporting members. In 1923 the Special Libraries 
Association suggested a merger with the Association but it was declined. 

In 1924 was inaugurated the campaign against the high cost of 
German periodicals, which has continued to this day, and gained for the 
Association a well-earned international reputation. 

In 1927 at the supposedly thirtieth meeting, but actually the twenty- 
ninth as the meeting in 1918 was abandoned because of the War, Dr. 
John Riihrah used as his subject for his presidential address, ‘“The Medi- 
cal Library Association.”'® He gave a brief history of the Association 
during his sixteen years of Secretary, Treasurer, Vice-President and 
Chairman of the Publication Committee. He called attention to the 
unselfish, unremitting service which Miss Noyes had given over an ex- 
tended period to the Exchange and other activities of the Association. 
Dr. Rihrah strongly stressed the spirit of altruism in the exchange of 
medical literature and looked forward to the day when the Exchange 
would have a building and an endowment sufficient to carry on its work. 

At the Cleveland meeting in 1929 the perennial revision of the By- 
Laws resulted in some very important changes, which may be summarized 
as fcllows: 1, Each member library must offer material through the 
Exchange at least once every two years; 2, The broadening of the field 
of membership so as to permit the admittance of allied scientific libraries 
such as dental, veterinary, biological, psychological, zoological and like 
libraries; 3, The reclassification of membership and the establishment of 
the new class of Professional membership for library workers; 4, The 
establishment of a Nominating Committee and the provision for voting 
by mail, thus giving all Library members a voice in the election of off- 
cers; 5, The increase in the Executive committee members-at-large from 
three to five with a three year term of office; 6, Perfecting and safeguard- 
ing the presentation of amendments to the By-Laws. 

In 1934 Dr. Browning’s suggestion of 1919 came into being in the 
Incorporation of the Association under the Laws of the State of Mary- 
land. 

In 1935, at Rochester, New York, Mr. Charles Frankenberger, in 
his presidential address, “‘Our Association—opportunities for expanding 
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its usefulness and influence,’’’* made a plea for, “expansion through 
creation of more standing committees.” He mentioned six possibilities 
and gave outlines of their proposed activities. He also spoke of the “need 
for making a beginning in securing a headquarters for the Association 
and the employment of a part-time executive,” but calling attention to 
the fact that the dues of Library members would have to be doubled or 
at least raised to $25 a year to provide the required funds. At this same 
meeting, at an adjourned executive session, after thorough discussion it 
was voted to authorize the appointment of four special committees to 
carry out experimentally the work suggested by Mr. Frankenberger. 

In 1936, at St. Paul, Dr. W. W. Francis, selected as the topic of his 
presidential address, ‘‘Margaret Charlton and the carly days of the Medi- 
cal Library Association.”’'? In addition to a very delightful sketch of the 
life of Miss Charlton some very pertinent facts concerning the organiza- 
tion of our Association were uncovered by Dr. Francis. 

Previous to 1916, meetings 1-18, the meetings were held only twice 
outside the East, in Chicago and St. Louis. The nineteenth meeting was 
held in Detroit and since then meetings have been held rather frequently 
in various parts of the country, the South, the Far West and Middle West 
and in Canada. 

In reviewing the past forty years one is impressed by the outstanding 
loyalty and self-sacrifice of the members who have willingly and cheer- 
fully served on committees and as officers of the Association. The work 
of the Secretary has become increasingly arduous as the membership has 
increased until it has become difficult to find someone with the time and 
facilities to carry on the work of this office. 


The Association from time to time has been actively interested in 
many problems concerning library matters and has gradually become 
professionally minded. From the great mass of accumulated work and 
experience there stands out four great accomplishments. Named in the 
order of their inception and also probably in the order of their importance 
they are: 1, The Exchange; 2, The Balletin; 3, The work of the Com- 
mittee on Current Periodicals and the Committee on the Reduction in 
Cost of German Medical Periodicals; 4, The supreme position the Asso- 
ciation has obtained in its particular field of work. 


EXCHANGE 


Whether we like it or not, the Exchange is the fundamental activity 
of the Association and the magnet which is steadily increasing the library 
membership, especially since the American College of Surgeons is re- 
quiring a standard medical library as a prerequisite for first class rating. 
Although Dr. Gould listed the exchange of books, periodicals, etc., as 
one of his original suggestions in June, 1898, it was not until December 
1, 1899, one and a half years later, that the Exchange was opened in Phila- 
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delphia, in accord with a vote passed at the second annual meeting, Oc- 
tober 5, 1899. 

Previous to 1900 Dr. C. D. Spivak of Denver in his periodical, 
Medical Libraries, advocated, fostered and carried on to a certain extent 
the exchange of books and periodicals. The Exchange, more so than any 
other activity, has held the Association together during periods of reces- 
sion and depression. It has been a perennial subject of discussion but 
has been strong enough to weather all storms. It has not only been a 
going concern but very much of a moving concern. Its first home in 
Philadelphia lasted a year, after which it moved to Baltimore on Decem- 
ber 1, 1900 to remain there four years, then moving to Brooklyn, New 
York, in 1904 for five years but returning to its first love, Miss Noyes, 
in 1909, to the new building of the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty to 
remain at rest until 1926. The homes may be said to have ceased at this 
time as the succeeding work was carried on in such a manner as not to 
require storage space. 

Miss Sue Bictham of Ann Arbor was manager for two years ending 
October 1928, when Miss Ella B. Lawrence of St. Louis, the present 
Manager, took over the work and has carried it on very successfully. 

In the early days the Exchange operated in a two-fold manner. It 
received material and also got out lists. Lists were published in the 
Bulletin. The mimeographed lists were begun in November; 1914 and 
it was proven by a check-up that separate lists received more consideration 
than the printed lists in the Bulletin. The present procedure is to send 
out large mimeographed lists monthly. The large medical libraries of 
Boston, Brooklyn, New York and Philadelphia gave enormous amounts 
of material to the Exchange. 

A comparison between the carly and last reports of the Exchange is 
very interesting. The first report records the receipt of seven or eight 
hundred volumes and the distribution of about three hundred. The report 
for 1901-1902, receipt of 2,316 volumes at headquarters and distribution 
from headquarters of 3,394 volumes to which is added 1,370 volumes 
exchanged between libraries, a total of 4,764. In 1920-1921 there was 
a total distribution of 3,327 pieces. In 1929-1930 a total of 192 mimeo- 
graphed pages of material offered for exchange was sent out to member 
libraries. In 1936-1937, the ninth season under Miss Lawrence’s man- 
agement, and characterized by her as the most successful of her years, 
double lists of 48 pages each were sent out regularly. 


THE BULLETIN 

The first reports and news of the Association were printed in Medical 

Libraries, Denver, 1-5, February 1898-December, 1902, edited by Dr. 
C. D. Spivak, an ardent pioncer in the promotion of medical libraries. 

At the fourth meeting in 1901, it was agreed to publish a quarterly 
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Bulletin, to be conducted by Miss Noyes, Dr. H. M. Hurd of Baltimore 
and Mr. John S. Brownne, librarian of the New York Academy of 
Medicine. The first Bulletin was a dignified, well printed, well edited 
publication containing much valuable material and was issued in two 
numbers of 41 and 85 pages, respectively. Each number had two pages of 
advertisements. In addition to the reports of the fourth and fifth meetings 
it contained two papers by Dr. Osler; an interesting article by Dr. E. F. 
Cordell on a colonial medical library presented to the Medical and 
Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland; a description of the Library of the 
College of Physicians, Philadelphia, with its classification schedule; and 
the classification of the Surgeon General’s Office Library. 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee held in Philadelphia on 
October 18, 1902 a proposition, from the new Medical Library and 
Historical Journal, to publish the transactions of the Association was 
considered most advantageous to the interests of the Association and was 
unanimously accepted. This was an unfortunate decision as the Associa- 
tion was subordinated to the new journal and the fine publication of the 
Association was killed in its infancy. 

The Medical Library and Historical Journal, edited by Mr. A. T. 
Huntington, 1-5, 1903-1907, and its successor, Aesculapian, 1, 1908- 
1909, carried on the title pages of the first two volumes, the legend, 
“Official organ of the Association of Medical Librarians.” This legend 
was dropped from the third and succeeding volumes. The Aesculapian, 
published during 1908 and 1909, did not have a single mention of the 
Association. 

After an interval of three years the Bulletin again came to life as a 
new series, volume 1, 1911, under the editorship of Dr. John Rihrah, 
the Treasurer, and Miss M. C. Noyes, the Manager of the Exchange, a 
combination which remained in the saddle for fifteen years, ending their 
editorial labors with the completion of volume 15, 1926. The new series 
of the Bulletin is now in its twenty-sixth consecutive volume, and has 
had a number of editors since 1926. 

The two editorial bug-bears have been until recently lack of funds 
and lack of material. The first volume in 1911 was made possible by a 
special fund collected by Dr. John H. Musser, who was then President. 
The costs per volume for the early issues ranged from $200 to $250. 
Today the budget calls for $1,100 for the last volume. Paradoxical as it 
may seem, the present editor so far has a superabundance of material 
and finds it difficult to keep down the number of pages to budget restric- 
tions. 

In 1902, when the Bulletin was first started, there were two full pages 
of advertisements of P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., and D. Appleton and Co. 
These same companies have taken the same space in the May 1938 num- 
ber in appreciation of the Fortieth Anniversary of the Association. 
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GERMAN PERIODICALS 


The Association, acting through its Committee on Periodicals and 
Serials, was largely responsible for the reduction in the excessive cost 
of German periodicals. Mr. Frankenberger, as first Chairman of this 
Committee, inaugurated the work, which was carried on to successful 
completion by the indefatigable, persistent efforts of the present Chair- 
man, Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham. 

At the twenty-seventh meeting, Chicago, 1924 the following resolu- 
tion was unanimously adopted by the Association. 


Whereas, many of the German publishers of medical books and periodicals 
are making unreasonable and unjustifiable charges for their publications to 
foreign subscribers and especially discriminating against American subscribers ; 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this meeting that the Medical Library 
Association go on record expressing its disapproval of the unfair discrimina- 
tion and urging the library and individual members of the Association to dis- 
continue the purchase of German medical books until such time as the German 
publishers adopt a more equitable policy toward the American subscribers 
regarding prices. And further urging the discontinuance entirely of the pur- 
chase of all German periodicals and books unless prompt evidence is given of 
a change of attitude on the part of the German publishers and agents. There- 
fore, be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to every library and indi- 
vidual member of the Medical Library Association and to our American Am- 
bassador to Germany, to Mr. M. L. Raney, Chairman of the American Library 
Association Committee on Book Buying, and to the editors of the following 
periodicals for publication: Journal of the American Medical Association; 
Borsenblatt des deutschen Buchhandels ; Publishers’ Weekly; Library Journal; 
Public Libraries ; Science. 

CHARLES FRANKENBERGER 
J. CHRISTIAN BAY 
JOsEPH WILSON 


During the period from 1930 to date, the Committee has carried on 
a constant, active campaign and has worked in close relations with other 
organizations in this country and abroad with most gratifying results. 
The scope of the Committee has broadened so that it now is concerned 
with all problems relating to periodicals and serials. The discount of 
25 per cent to foreign countries and the limitation and standardization 
of the number of volumes published each year has been the direct result 
of the campaign against excessive costs. This one activity is outstanding 
in its value to medical and scientific libraries and has placed the Associa- 
tion very soundly on an international basis. 


The Association has had its ups and downs, but at present it has 
reached the height of professional activity and reputation, but henceforth 
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caution must be the watchword. The Association has not changed its 
fundamental structure since 1904, despite the steadily increasing mem- 
bership, especially rapid during the past decade, the membership having 
doubled during this last period. 

The membership figures for ten year periods are rather revealing 
and are given for what they are worth. 


oe 8 individuals 
ee 34 libraries ......... 26 supporting ...... total 60 
a 65 libraries . ..... 44 supporting ...... total 109 
1916...... 49 libraries . . . 39 supporting ...... total 88 
1926...... 89libraries..........136 supporting ...... total 225 
1936 ....... 200 libraries.......... 59 supporting 
aos 85 professional . total 344 
1938 ....... 234 libraries......... 121 supporting _.. total 503 
148 professional 


The startling increase in Library membership due to the influx of libraries 
of the allied sciences, particularly dentistry, and hospital libraries, has 
made the Association top-heavy. The additional income received has not 
been in proper proportion to the additional expense caused by added 
exchange service and Bulletin and administrative costs. We are operating 
today with a membership of close to 500, half of which is libraries, on 
the same financial basis as in 1904 when the membership was approxi- 
mately 90, of which about 50 were libraries. 

During the past year I have been considering the financial condition 
of the Association in relation to the membership and have reached the 
conclusion that the saturation point in Library memberships has been 
reached; and that Professional membership is not self-supporting. The 
Supporting member is showing a clear net profit to the organization and 
for this reason the membership committee has been urged to concentrate 
on this type until it has reached a total of 500. 

An analysis has been made of the last year for which complete figures 
are available, 1936-1937, and a profit and loss statement shows excess 
of operating income over expenditure of only $169.32. Investment in- 
come has been added to the reserve fund and is not included in excess 
of income. This analysis was made on the report of the Treasurer without 
an audit and consequently is not adjusted or corrected and does not take 
into account such factors as dues collectible, bills payable (which are not 
shown in the report). There is also carried as “cash’’ the balance of a 
certificate of deposit in a closed bank which should be carried in an asset 
account as a deferred item. 

The system of accounting should be changed as the present form of 
combined report does not show a clear picture of the financial status of 
the Association. The operating account should be kept separate from the 
reserve account. The annual report of the Treasurer should be in two 
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parts, a profit and loss statement based on operations, and an asset and 
liability statement. There should be also an analysis of the current cash 
account showing the distribution of excess of income or the adjustment 


of overexpenditure. 


Honorary members, total fourteen, constitute an expense to the 
Association as they do not pay dues and therefore they are omitted in 


calculating the costs hereafter noted. 


The total paying membership for 1936-1937 was given as 419, di- 
vided as follows: Library 219, Supporting 88, Professional 112. 
The administrative cost per member was found to be $0.744+- 


The Bulletin cost per member was $2.95 


The Exchange cost per library member was $5.38-++- 


The total cost of the Exchange must be charged to the Library mem- 
bers as other classes of members do not have Exchange privileges. 
The Library member paid dues of $10 and cost $9.08, showing a 


profit of $0.92 


The Supporting member paid dues of $5.00 and cost $3.69 showing 


$41.30 for the year. 
a profit of $1.31 


The Professional member paid dues of $2.00 and cost $3.69 showing 


a loss of $1.69 


The Honorary member paid no dues and cost $2.95 a total cost of 


PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT 
1936-1937 
Receipts 


Dues . sepia a. cir Nees ania Sa eee eae eid ae a oie 
Bulletin .. a are ee oy eee re ee 


Miscellaneous ... 


Operating Income . Jeo gs Apia SONGS SEA de eat eS 


eR ee 
Received on acc’t of Liquidation Certificate of Deposit. 


Payments 


Bulletin ...... ; hades patna ues wee ee 
| eee Aves wet Se ee 


Annual Meeting . - a der bas yee 
Miscellaneous ... 


Cost of Operations .. . 
ee re 
Due reserve fund on account of certificate of deposit ..... 
Excess of income to operating account ............. 


. $2,821.00 
-. 76.86 
30 


. $1,236.82 
s+ APTS 
.. 106.94 

205.12 





$3,064.38 


_ .$2,728.84 
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$2,898.16 
94.97 
71.25 


94.97 
71.25 
169.32 


$3,064.38 
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CASH ACCOUNT 


1936-1937 

i a ia wehe ee pew eoebennanaene $1,316.03 

po ee. ee ee ee eee ere ee eee 2,969.41 

4,285.44 

I Oy Bs TOF hve cee hiirnctavesscsecdccadeweds 2,728.84 

ee Oe cnc ocd sawn ebe penne neweowaaey $1,556.60 

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Assets Liabilities 

Bs ich tries wig diame $1,556.60 Reserve Fund .......... $4,928.01 
Savings Account ........ 4,928.01 Due Reserve Fund ...... 71.25 
Dues Receivable Operating Account ...... 1,485.35 
$6,484.61 $6,484.61 


The Exchange has steadily increased in cost. In 1911-1912 the cost 
was $525; in 1917-1918, $600; in 1928, $1,000; and in 1936-1937, 
$1,200, using round figures. Its work is increasing, primarily due to the 
rule requiring each library member to offer material at least once in two 
years and because the newer members, hospitals and allied scientific 
libraries, are checking extensively. During the year 1937-1938, Miss 
Lawrence ran her plant to full capacity, issuing nine lists of 48 pages 
each, and yet had lists left which had to be put over until next year. 

The administrative work is increasing steadily and rapidly and has 
reached the point where it is almost impossible to interest anyone in the 
position of secretary, because of the time and labor involved in the proper 
conduct of the office. 

The Association has a reserve fund of nearly $5,000 accumulated 
during the years when the membership and expenses were low. This 
money is deposited in one savings account where it is earning only two 
per cent a year. Many institutions have invested funds which are earning 
under present conditions, at book values, from four to five per cent. 
There is no reason why we can’t do as well and it would be safer to 
spread out the investments rather than to have the fund in one security. 

It is evident that something must be done very soon to increase the 
income of the Association or to decrease the cost of operation. The 
relative costs of the Exchange and Bulletin are not in proper proportion. 
They are both budgeted at the same figure, $1,100, and both are important 
to the organization, the Exchange to the libraries, the Bz/letin to the 
Supporting members. The Exchange service must be expanded to care 
for the needs of the increased library membership and funds must be 
provided for secretarial assistance. Very little can be done to decrease 
operating expenses although the Publication Committee during the past 
year has materially reduced its costs by obtaining approximately $270 
worth of advertising. It is also responsible for the suggested change in 
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the By-Laws which should result in a saving of about $80 a year in 
the mailing cost of the Bulletin. 

Likewise the Program Committee suggested a registration fee for the 
convention which was approved by the Executive Committee and should 
result in a considerable saving. 

The dues and membership structure of the organization should be 
changed. The annual dues for Library and Supporting members have 
remained unchanged since they were first established in 1904 at $10.00 
and $5.00 respectively. In 1929, when the new class of Professional mem- 
bership was established, the cost to the Association was not considered 
and the annual dues were set too low to cover the actual costs. In 1901 
the standard for admission was set at 500 volumes and this has remained 
unchanged to date despite changed conditions. Librarians should be 
encouraged to join as Professional members but they should more nearly 
pay their way than at present. The dues should be raised to $3.00 to 
include the Bulletin. The dues might be permitted to remain at $2.00 
without the Bulletin, with an extra charge of $1.00 for subscription to 
the Bulletin. The Library membership could be raised to $15.00 a year 
without any great hardship, and provide the extra funds for the Exchange 
and the Secretariat. Some of this increase would be returned to the 
libraries in the form of additional Exchange service. The Supporting 
members should be left as is and as many as possible up to 500 added 
to the rolls. The admittance requirements for future Library members 
should be at least not less than 1000 volumes. This provision should be 
adopted as a means of self-protection. Provision might be made for a 
junior vr probationary Library membership for libraries under the re- 
quired standard at a lower fee and restricted service. Annual dues of 
$5.00 might include the Bulletin and $10.00 include the Bulletin and 
limited Exchange service. These matters are so important that they should 
receive immediate attention and consideration by a special committee to 
report to the Executive Committee before January 1, 1939 so that some 
action can be taken at the next annual meeting. 

In the year of our founding, 1898, the American Medical Associa- 
tion, whole-heartedly endorsed our Association and gave free subscrip- 
tions to its journal to our members. During the past few years the relations 
of the two organizations have been slightly strained due to mutual mis- 
understanding of objectives and policies. Your President has concerned 
himself with this situation during the past year, visiting the officials of 
the American Medical Association twice in Chicago and it is hoped that 
from now on the mutual relations of the two associations will be most 
amicable. It should be very definitely understood that the Medical Library 
Association does not seck to interfere in the management of the affairs 
of the American Medical Association any more than the American Medi- 
cal Association desires to have a hand in the internal affairs of the 
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Medical Library Association. The American Medical Association in pub- 
lishing the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus is making a great con- 
tribution to the medical profession and incidentally to medical and allied 
libraries. It is the one organization with which we must be on the best 
of terms, and henceforth, we look for a new era in our relationship. 

In 1935 the Association became affiliated with the International 
Federation of Library Associations whose object is the promotion of 
international library co-operation. The Medical Library Association must 
keep free of entanglements with other organizations which seek mergers 
or affiliation with loss of identity. 

In 1935, your President gave an address in Boston before the Special 
Libraries Association, entitled, ‘‘Co-operation and co-ordination in special 
library work,”'* in which the American Library Association and the 
Special Libraries Association are compared to the Medical Library Asso- 
ciation. 

At the present time the American Library Association through its 
third activities committee is endeavoring to find a remedy for the top- 
heaviness of its organization. Its large membership makes it impossible 
to use more than a very small number of the members in the work of the 
Association and the result has been that the Association has been con- 
trolled and its work carried on by a relatively small self-perpetuating 
group of prominent members. The Medical Library Association must 
guard against this condition by limiting its operating membership, either 
by regulation or outright restriction. The Special Libraries Association in 
its basic structure of local units (Chapters) has an ideal plan for keeping 
its organization alive and constantly interested in the work of the parent 
society. The American Library Association because of its large member- 
ship, and the Special Libraries Association, because of its greatly diversi- 
fied membership of specialists, have found it necessary to establish the 
group system of specialties within their respective fields. This policy has 
led to competition between the two organizations, and with the Medical 
Library Association. The American Library Association holds two meet- 
ings each year, the annual convention in the late Spring, and the mid- 
winter meeting in Chicago. The Special Libraries Association’s local chap- 
ters hold meetings monthly or bi-monthly and there is one large general 
meeting each year. The Medical Library Association in holding one meet- 
ing a year lacks means of contact during the remainder of the year be- 
tween its widely separated members. 

The American Urological Association has a plan which might be of 
benefit to our Association. The society is divided into geographical units 
which hold meetings in their respective territories in addition to the 
general annual meeting. Some such arrangement should be formulated 
for our Association. 

The Medical Library Association, the Special Libraries Association 
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and the American Library Association are alike in one respect, they have 
become preéminent in their respective fields and enjoy well-earned inter- 
national reputations. 
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WELCOMING ADDRESS* 


By LINcOLN Davis, M.D. 
President, Boston Medical Library 


IT 1s a real pleasure to have you mect here in this building, because, as 
Mr. Ballard has said, the association between your Association and this 
institution has been very close for forty years. I think two of the former 
librarians of this library, Dr. James R. Chadwick and Dr. John W. 
Farlow have been presidents of your Association, and indeed at the 
present time the Director of this library, James F. Ballard, is your Presi- 
dent. And so it is a great pleasure to have you here to exchange ideas 
with our officers about how a medical library should be run. 

I think perhaps I may be permited to say a few rather intimate words 
about your President. I have known him for a great many years. When 
I joined the Boston Medical Library about thirty-eight years ago, it was 
located on Boylston Place in a rather dingy building with unprepossessing 
surroundings, but with a very good collection of books even at that time. 
Your President was a book-boy. He was a gangling boy, I suppose of 
about fifteen or sixteen years of age, who carried books around for us. 
That boy has shown great pertinacity and a lively curiosity about books. 
The books that he was carrying interested him, and he began to look 
into them, and under the tutelage of Drs. Brigham, Farlow, and Chad- 
wick he became interested in medical literature. Now I suppose nine boys 
out of ten in his position at his age would have become dissatisfied with 

* Given at the Annual Meeting of the Medical Library Association, Boston, June 28. 
1938. 
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the pay, which was very meagre, and have left the library in a few months 
and gone into a grocery store or a garage. But he had an interest in 
books, and he stayed and he learned, educating himself in medical litera- 
ture. He began to pick up a little Greek, Latin, German, French. He 
had a very extraordinary memory, and now he is Director of this Library, 
President of your Association and an author of medical literature. I think 
it is really quite a startling, outstanding performance, showing what a 
man can do with self-education, and I think he is deserving of a great 
deal of credit. I am sure in this Library we appreciate his invaluable 
services. He is not too proud to carry books even today. I have seen him 
walking through these corridors with his arms just loaded down with 
dusty old tomes. 

I am in an anomalous situation here in this library. We have a peculiar 
organization. I am President, but we have a most efficient Director, and 
we have a supremely efficient Librarian. What is there for the President 
to do? My function is to try and see that both ends meet financially, and 
it is no small problem, I assure you. When I first came on duty here, I 
had a few minor differences with our Director. I see on your program 
that you have an inspection of this building. I hope it includes the base- 
ment. The basement has caused me a great deal of trouble and distress, 
as I wanted to see it cleared out, and the Director, with the true instinct 
of a librarian, clings to every bit of medical literature, thinking there 
may be some pearls hidden away in the dust of accumulated volumes. 
I said, ““We must clear this out. What is the use of saving all these old 
theses?”” We have an enormous pile of Paris theses. I said, “There is 
nothing original about theses. They are written by students. If there is 
anything original in them it is put into a journal or into some other 
vehicle, and I can’t see any use in collecting these theses.” 

Well, he was supported by the Board, and I wasn’t, and we have still 
got the theses. About this time I was very much interested in the history 
of the pulmonary circulation, and although I am no scholar, I did make 
a moderate research into this subject. There appeared an article by Max 
Meyerhoff, in which he recorded the existence of an Arabic physician, 
Ibn-al-Nafis, who described the pulmonary circulation something like 
three hundred years before the time of Michael Servetus, who was gen- 
erally considered the discoverer. In reading this article I found that 
Meyerhoff got his facts from a student’s thesis. This student was an 
Egyptian named Tatawi. He went to Berlin to study medicine, and being 
familiar with Arabic, he delved into the Arabic manuscripts of the Berlin 
and Leipzig libraries, and found this manuscript of Ibn-al-Nafis, and 
translated it into German for his thesis. This was in the time of the war 
and on account of the financial stringency at that time, the thesis was 
never published. It was typewritten and ten years later Meyerhoff looked 
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over the theses of the students and came upon the typewritten translation 
of this manuscript. Finding it was something the world knew nothing 
about, he published the article, and thus, due to the student’s thesis, the 
discovery of the pulmonary circulation was put back three hundred years 
more. I think it is a very interesting little episode. It has taught me a 
lesson and disarmed my argument completely in regard to the value of 
students’ theses. 

Now I think I have an appreciation of the value of medical libraries. 
Dr. Wilinsky has told you how much a hospital authority appreciated 
their value, and there is certainly a very general appreciation of them. 
In fact, medical libraries are required by every group of medical men 
in every town of any size, by every hospital and by every medical school. 
The American College of Surgeons requires a hospital to maintain a 
medical library of a certain standard, in order to be classified as an A-1 
hospital. 

This has resulted in the springing up of a very large number of 
libraries, and often these libraries are independent of cach other, com- 
peting somewhat with each other and duplicating their purchases of 
books, periodicals, etc. I have been somewhat troubled by this situation, 
because at the present time libraries and institutions of learning are hav- 
ing a rather hard time financially. The day of the munificent gift and 
legacy seems to be in eclipse and we wonder if it is going to come back. 
I hope it will. At any rate right now we are not getting the financial help 
that we ought to get and did get ten or fifteen years ago, and that has 
resulted in hardship. We need libraries more than ever and we find it 
more and more difficult to support them from a financial point of view. 

It has seemed to me, in thinking the matter over, that in a large city 
where there are two or three medical schools and a number of large 
hospitals, that there should be some centralization of the medical library 
facilities. I picture as an ideal, a large, central medical library, containing 
a fine collection, not only of all the current medical literature, but of the 
historic medical literature, and that that central library should be affiliated 
with the other libraries. 

Every hospital must have its own working library; every medical 
school must have a large working library. The whole medical profession 
of the city should have access to the central library, as well as the hospitals 
and medical schools. There should be provided some means of exchang- 
ing books, sending them to and fro, and the smaller affiliated libraries 
should contribute to the support of the central library. That is an idea 
that we have had here in Boston which has just germinated. It has not 
gotten very far. I don’t know that it will get anywhere. But it certainly 
seems reasonable and economical, and I hope something along these 
lines can be worked out. It seems to me that the modern development of 
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micro-photography in relation to books is going to help out the idea, 
because it permits of making a photographic copy of very valuable or 
rare books or manuscripts and sending them out to affiliated libraries. 

Of course all of us who are interested in libraries appreciate the 
tremendous help that the Surgeon-General’s Library has been to the 
whole profession and to every library in the land. It has been so co- 
operative in sending out material. You cannot expect a library to lend 
very valuable books, but with the development of micro-photography it 
will be possible for the bigger libraries to supply the smaller libraries 
with exact copies, which will be just as good from the point of view of 
study as the originals themselves. I think there is a very bright outlook 
in the future for greater co-operation between libraries than has existed 
even in the past, and there has always been a splendid spirit of co- 
operation between libraries. The only drawback I can see in the present 
situation is that the larger libraries are always giving out books and not 
getting anything back, and it is rather expensive. I hope some arrange- 
ment can be made whereby recipients contribute to the support of the 
larger libraries. 

I won’t bore you any more with my ideas about the business of 
librarians, becaus¢ I don’t know anything about it. My point of view is 
that of the ordinary doctor. I can only say that we are delighted to have 
you here. We are quite proud of this Library. We have been running it 
under very stringent financial circumstances. Our income is considerably 
less than it was ten years ago, but due to the overtime work of our 
Director and Librarian, we have been able to meet the requirements of 
the medical public and the medical students by a very strict and rigid 
economy. I hope that you will have a very successful and profitable meet- 
ing, and a pleasant time in Boston. 


WELCOMING ADDRESS* 


By CHARLES F. WILINsKy, M.D. 
Deputy Health Commissioner, Boston Department of Health, 
and Director, Beth Israel Hospital 


I HAVE a mindfulness of the very little regard with which substitutes 
are accepted by the different groups who invite our dignitaries of the 
City and Commonwealth to address them, but I do hope that you will 
appreciate the fact that only circumstances over which he had no control 
made it impossible for His Honor the Mayor to come here and bring 
you his personal greetings, and he has asked me to extend to you a most 


* Given at the Annual Meeting of the Medical Library Association, Boston, June 28, 
1938. 
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cordial invitation to see what Boston has to offer in the way of medical 
tradition, tradition in the historic life of our country, and tradition in the 
part Boston played in the birth of our Republic. 

He wanted me to extend to you his sincere thanks for the part you 
have played in the selection of Boston for your annual meeting, and 
I bring to you his appreciation of the important part which medical 
libraries play in the field of medicine, and in this particular instance may 
I add my own humble appreciation of the significance and importance of 
the all-essential part played by the medical library in the proper care of 
the patient. 

I realize in a fulsome measure that those of us who are concerned in 
hospital administration and those of us who are concerned with the 
practice of medicine realize what the medical library does and the essen- 
tiality of the medical librarian. 1 know it is presumptuous for me to take 
any time in a feeble effort to enumerate the significance of the Library 
as an institution, the part it has played in making up the medical history 
of the past and the present and in the prophecies of the future. 

I have a mindfulness of the part played by the medical library in the 
medical standards of a community and have a realization of the impor- 
tance from the point of view of the protection of the public health, in 
which I have a keen interest. I realize that the presence of a large and 
well stocked medical library raises the medical standards and the medical 
practices of the particular community in which that medical library is 
found. 

I want to conclude as I began, asking you to accept the grectings of 
our municipality and asking you to accept from me on behalf of His 
Honor the appreciation of the part you play in the conservation of life, 
in the protection of public health, and in addition to the best type of 
medical practice. 


WELCOMING ADDRESS* 


By Leroy M. S. Miner, D.M.D., M.D. 
Dean, Harvard Dental School 


May I add my welcome to that Mr. Ballard extended to you, and hope 
that you will have a very pleasant meeting. I don’t think that the wet 
weather dampens the spirits of anybody who is really enthusiastic about 
things. I am reminded of Wordsworth’s remarks apropos of his finding 
it important for him to take exercise every day. He said in view of the 
fact that he never consulted the weather he never had to consult a phy- 


* Given at the Annual Meeting of the Medical Library Association, Boston, June 28, 
1938. 
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sician. Perhaps we can take something out of his book of life and not 
worry about the weather too much. 

I was very much disturbed yesterday to see this program and find 
that I was scheduled to give an address. I understood I was to have four 
or five minutes to welcome you here today, and then I was to retire and 
you were going to have a real lively time discussing indexes and things. 
I am not going to dignify what remarks I am going to make by calling 
it an address, but perhaps I can bring you some constructive thoughts, 
in a very few minutes, and point out to you where the librarians of our 
schools have a very important function to perform, an increasingly im- 
portant function, may I say, in view of the very rapidly changing condi- 
tions in dental education. But before I start that there are some other 
things I want to speak briefly about. 

During the recent session of Congress a hearing was held before the 
Military Affairs Committee of the House regarding the bill which was 
to provide new quarters for the most famous and most valuable medical 
library probably in the world—that is, the Surgeon General’s Library 
and Museum. During the hearing the value and the service which this 
library rendered was developed, and one of the members of the Com- 
mittee said, “I have been down here in Washington for some time but 
did not realize that we had a library here of such proportions and im- 
portance as this library of the Surgeon General’s.”” Just as that repre- 
sentative did not realize that such a library had been developed in 
Washington, so the public at large little realize anything about our own 
dental school libraries, and I feei that this is an activity which all our 
dental schools can enter into with enthusiasm, and in so doing I am sure 
we are much more likely to get adequate support of our dental libraries. 

I like to think of a library as a place where you meet with friends. 
There is one particular advantage about having books as friends, and 
that is they can’t talk back to you, but you can always get something 
out of them. I was particularly impressed last winter during a visit at 
the medical and dental schools of McGill University, including of course 
the Osler Library, to see the enthusiasm with which the librarian did his 
work, the reverence he had for those books. He took me over to some of 
the very choice volumes of the Osler collection and I really went out of 
there with an invigoration of the spirit which I had not had for some 
time. 

Three or four years ago a debating team from Oxford University 
came over to America. The presiding officer of the team here, thinking 
to be a little bit facetious, when he first opened the debate, remarked 
about his gratitude and gratification of such a large audience and won- 
dered whether it was purely because of their interest in the debate or 
whether it was that they had come to hear the Oxford accent and see 
the Oxford trousers. Apparently one of the speakers on the Oxford 
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team did not like that any too well. So when he got up to speak he said 
he was very glad to be in America and to be in the university that had the 
largest gymnasium and the smallest library. 

Out of that I think we can draw a lesson. Some of our dental schools 
have little or no library. This has been a serious lack in dental education 
in the past. It is perhaps natural it should be so. Some of our dental 
schools have had large operating infirmaries, but very small libraries. 
This is the gist of what few wandering remarks I am going to make 
here today. In the past there has been probably very good reason why we 
have had huge infirmaries, just as perhaps there was a reason that this 
university had a huge gymnasium, but a small library. I visited a dental 
school not so very long ago, and was very much impressed by the beauty 
of its large infirmary. I said, ‘“Where is the library?’’ They answered, 
“Well, we do some of our library work over in the Medical School.” 
I said “I hope you do, but where is the dental school library?’’ He hesi- 
tated and said, ‘I think that is down here.’’ He took me down stairs, we 
went into a small room where there were only a few books. I went away 
from that school heartsick, because it seemed to me that with such a 
philosophy of dentistry as was prevalent in that dental school, dental 
education would not have much chance of advancing very rapidly. 

I think you will all agree that the literature of a profession is the 
dynamic force of that profession, is the vitality of the profession. I may 
have to argue that among members of the profession itself, but certainly 
I don’t have to argue that here. I think you already view in your minds 
that that is the case, but until we do have libraries in our dental schools 
that are really working institutions, we are not going to advance in 
dentistry as a learned profession the way we should. These preliminary 
remarks lead me to say this: that in the development of modern dental 
education in the universities where the subject is being gone over very 
carefully and is profoundly studied, it is very definitely seen that the 
trend in dental education is toward the medical-biological aspects of 
dentistry. Our motor development, that is our technical development, 
has reached the point where it may be said to be filling the requirements 
reasonably well. I think that the techniques of dentistry do meet the 
requirements. As we develop and accumulate a knowledge of the rela- 
tionship of teeth conditions to the rest of the body, both in cause and 
in effect, and I mean by that the tecth conditions as they may affect 
unfavorably the body conditions, and conversely as body conditions may 
affect adversely the dental apparatus, it is certain that there will be a closer 
co-operation between medicine and dentistry, and dentistry perforce must 
become, not only in name but in fact, a specialty in medicine. 
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Now as that develops and as we develop in the knowledge of the 
cause of dental disease by and large, we are getting down to the fact 
that the conditions in the mouth that we meet with fundamentally are 
no different from those conditions which appear in other parts of the 
body, and that being the case, they are subject to the same general laws, 
same general appearances which are involved in other parts of the body. 
And if that be so, then those problems must be attacked in the same 
way that the other diseases in other parts of the body have been attacked, 
namely, biolgically approached. If this be true, and I think you will 
admit that there is some truth behind it all, it means that the develop- 
ment of the intellectual aspects and scientific aspects of dentistry be- 
comes an important part of dentistry’s development, and if that be 
true, then immediately the library becomes most important as the chief 
workshop of this new progress. There is no question but this is the trend. 
You are all familiar enough with the changes in our curriculum to real- 
ize that this is so. The development, for example, of courses in oral 
medicine and courses in medicine itself, have been one of the interesting 
developments of the last five years. Many of our dental schools now add a 
course in clinical medicine, meaning of abbreviations of medicine in 
medical school or used by medical men. 

Similarly a course in oral diagnosis which presupposes in many in- 
stances a fundamental knowledge of diagnostic procedures, and includes 
as part of the diagnostic process some knowledge of the underlying physi- 
cal conditions is being offered. The development of this course in oral 
diagnosis is getting us away from the interest in teeth per se, and we are 
beginning to be interested in the body as a whole, or, to put it the other 
way, in the whole patient, and as we develop this interest we must, and 
are forced really, to approach our problem not from the motor or the 
technical side but from the broad medical-biological point of view. Of 
course that development has put a great strain and more responsibility on 
dental education. In the first place it puts a considerable amount of re- 
sponsibility on those men already in practice, and it is also protecting, 
as it should, men more broadly trained. 

Not so very long ago I was visited by a man who had charge of the 
vocational guidance work and career guidance work in one of our large 
universities. He asked if he could have fifteen minutes. He wanted to 
know something about dental education so he could advise his students. 
His attitude was he could learn all about it in fifteen minutes. He spent 
two hours and made this statement: “Doctor, I always wondered why 
anybody with brains went into dentistry and I am beginning to see from 
our discussion here this morning why dentistry does afford opportunities 
for men with brains.” So we are making progress and we are beginning 
to see the importance of our problem and I am very much cheered by 
evidence in various parts of the country of this development, broad de- 
velopment, in dental education, and the significant changes which are 
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coming in the dental curriculum, but let me emphasize again the fact 
and the point that with these broadening courses in oral diagnosis and 
oral medicine with courses in physical diagnosis, one of the requirements 
of the student for adequate appreciation of these courses is the use of the 
library and therefore the library is becoming and is bound to become a 
dental force of increasingly greater importance, and that entire trend 
puts real responsibility on you as librarians. 

Last year the American Dental Association formed a new Council on 
Education. The old dental educational council in America was disbanded 
and a new council on dental education in the American Dental Associa- 
tion was formed. That Council has had one meeting. It met in Washing- 
ton this last spring and I was very much interested to see the way the 
discussion developed concerning the job of this Council. One of the 
first things to be discused was what dental education should be, what 
the trends were, what is the fundamental philosophy of dental educa- 
tion. That group of men representing the three bodies, the great body 
of practitioners, that is, the American Dental Association, the American 
Association of Dental Schools representing the educational institutions, 
and representatives from the American Association of Dental Exam- 
iners, representing the legal side, all agreed that the trend in dental edu- 
cation, and emphasis in dental education should be laid upon the founda- 
tion of a fundamental knowledge of the significant conditions and prob- 
lems which the dental profession had to face when they finally assumed 
the responsibility of practice. 

Again, in the development of this discussion there came the question 
of where and how this could be done adequately and where the library 
could do a creditable piece of work in the light of this new philosophy, 
a question you can help answer. 

In closing I just want to read you very briefly the essential paragraphs 
of a statement by one of the members of this Council who is preparing 
a book on dental education. 

In the description of dental education, “What is Modern Dental 
Education?’’—these statements follow: 

"The chief function of dental education is that of providing guidance in 
the understanding and application of the principles and sciences upon which 
prevention and treatment of oral diseases and disorders depends.” 

“Education for dentistry should be viewed as a university discipline in that 
it should function to awaken the spirit of intellectual inquiry and develop habits 
of independent judgment and self-reliance.” 


How is the student going to develop that self-reliance without the 
assistance he gets from the library? 


“It should be considered as a source of understanding rather than infor- 
mation.” 

That is to be the entire trend in our dental education. We are getting 
away from the pure providing of facts. Se we can agree that dental educa- 
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tion ‘should be considered as a source of understanding rather than in- 
formation, and of interest and initiative in the acquisition of knowledge 
and its application rather than ability in empirical technology.” 

That is to say, we are getting away from the pure technical proce- 
dures and technical abilities, although those things are going to still be 
necessary. In fact, I have said many times the better trained a man ts 
fundamentally, the more he is requiring of himself, the higher degree of 
skill in the work he is doing. 

Independent Study. ‘One of the most significant functions of dental edu- 
cation is that of providing opportunities for the development of those qualities 
and interests upon which independent study depends. This function has grown 
in importance as knowledge of dentistry and its underlying arts and sciences 
has accumulated. The rapidity with which new knowledge may become avail- 
able to dentistry in the future, places on dental education responsibilities of no 
small import, which cannot be met by adherence to the old concept that motor 
ability is the heart of dental education or dental practice. 

“Dental education cannot include knowledge which does not now exist, 
or techniques that are not known, or accept contemporary contributions as 
finalities. Future developments in the arts and sciences will create new prob- 
lems in the field of dentistry, and therefore, dental education must assume 
certain responsibilities which are created by the unknown and unapplied. 
Though ability to begin practice with safety to the public is a highly desirable 
qualification, equally important is the ability to continue independent study. 
This end will be impossible of attainment in the absence of opportunities for 
and guidancé in education for dentistry as self-education.” 


I think that I have said enough to indicate that if I am any judge at 
all of the trends in dental education that as the years go by we are going 
to more nearly approach the so-called medical method. We are going 
to approach the problem of management of people who are sick with 
dental disease on a broad basis, and if we are going to do that, one of 
the most important subjects is going to be not primarily the infirmary 
—operative infirmary—but the library where you preside. So for that 
reason the best intelligence that we have must be developed now to the 
adequate, completely adequate, development of our dental libraries. 


WELCOMING ADDRESS* 


By C. SIDNEY BURWELL, M.D. 
Dean, Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry, Harvard University 


IT Is A great pleasure to have the privilege of saying a few words to the 
members of the Medical Library Association at their meeting in the 


* Given at the Annual Meeting of the Medical Librray Association, Boston, June 29, 
1938. 
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Harvard Medical School. The welcome I bring to you is primarily from 
the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry and it is a very hearty one. After 
all, this Medical School is part of a University which is named for a 
man who left the University his library of three hundred and thirty 
books three hundred years ago. 

I wish to say one or two words about the importance of medical 
libraries. I don’t need to defend them, but I do wish to point out one 
or two of the broader implications which medical libraries seem to me 
to have. In the first place, in no division of science is it more important 
to have an organic connection with the past than in medical science. 
Obviously an organic connection with the past comes effectively through 
the libraries. However there is another aspect which seems to me in 
the present state of medicine to be of extraordinary importance. Medi- 
cine, in the last twenty to forty years, has been in a state of unparalleled 
expansion. There has been a tremendous centrifugal tendency which has 
tended to split off various parts of the body of medicine. It has been 
necessary for specialists to develop. Progress and expertness have de- 
pended upon the development of experts and specialists. 

Nevertheless there are dangers in the development of specialists 
and one of the dangers is that this development sometimes may oc- 
casion a dangerous degree of isolation of people interested in certain 
aspects of medicine. It seems to me that one of the most valuable of the 
influences which tend to unify medicine, and to act as a sort of pre- 
ventive against the atrophy that comes with isolation, is the medical 
library. The medical library ought to be the meeting place not only of 
people who want to pursue their studies into the past, but people who 
want to cross over the barriers that unfortunately seem to exist between 
the various divisions of medicine, and I see in the medical libraries of 
the future, perhaps the most important thing, the tying-together of 
the medical profession. 

You have an extraordinarily interesting program ahead of you. 
I am sure you will enjoy it, but, I am sure, not any more than we enjoy 
having you here. 
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FOR MANY years all Bostonians have known that since its beginning, 
Boston has been notorious for its uncertain climate. Our Puritan for- 
bears, however, passed along the hint that the judicious use of New 
England rum, in small doses, repeated as often as necessary, could do 
much to offset the discomforts of our climate with its constant menace 
of rheums and chills on the liver. 

Even our good New England rum in early days offered no certain 
guarantee against illness. For as Thomas Cadwalader, that substantial 
Philadelphian who lived in Trenton, knew, if you drank enough rum, 
especially rum that had been distilled through leaden pipes, you were 
pretty likely to catch the Dry Gripes and they in turn were apt to be 
far more painful than all the coughs and colds you might pick up dur- 
ing any winter. 

The story of New England rum and how it came to make a whole- 
some cocktail is, I hope, worth the telling to the members of the 
Medical Library Association. I got the tale from Miss Holt and believe 
it implicitly because I always believe everything she says. 

One day a few years ago she placed in my hand a copy of a paper 
by Sir George Baker which he read before the College of Physicians 
in 1767, “An inquiry concerning the cause of the endemial colic of 
Devonshire.” This is a fine paper, especially interesting to Boston drink- 
ers of rum because in it Sir George states, “Dr. Franklyn of Philadel- 
phia informs me, that, at Boston, about forty years ago, leaden worms 
were used for the distillation of rum. In consequence thereof, such vio- 
lent disorders were complained of by the drinkers of new rum, that the 
government found it expedient to enact a law, forbidding the use of 
any worms, except such only as were made of pure block tin. This law 
having been enacted, the dry colic was much less frequently heard of 
than before.”” Now Benjamin Franklin was born in 1706 and Sir George 
Baker's contribution was read in 1767. So the law that Franklin remem- 
bered as having been passed “about forty years ago’’ must have come 
into effect before 1730, when he was a very young man. Why did this 







































* Shaken up for the Annual Dinner of the Medical Library Association, Boston, 
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law make such an impression on his mind that he remembered it all 
his life? 

There graduated from Harvard College in 1687 a man by the name 
of John Clarke. His grandfather and his father before him had been 
doctors, as were his son, his grandson and his great grandson after him. 
He was a man of considerable influence in the community. In his time 
there was no important funeral in Boston which he did not attend in 
some capacity, a suie tribute of his popularity and of the respect people 
had for him. Also—and this is unusual in doctors—he was an able 
politician. He was Speaker of the Massachusetts House of Representa- 
tives for several years and he had a knack at getting through the legis- 
lature such bills as interested him. 

He had a remarkable brother-in-law whom he thoroughly appreci- 
ated, a man by the name of Cotton Mather. Mather was a truculent, bel- 
ligerent soul, out of gear with most people, a great reformer, bristling 
with energy and thoroughly alert to anything that was worth reforming 
in Boston. As an example of his breadth of interests, in 1720 he be- 
came involved in preventing by inoculation the ravages of smallpox and 
thus came into intimate contact with Dr. Zabdiel Boylston, one of the 
most farsighted, courageous doctors in our history. 

It is easy to imagine overhearing the talk of these three men as they 
supped together one evening in the early winter of 1723. Cotton Mather 
stamped into the roof, shook the snow off his coat and warmed his 
hands before the fire. “It’s a pretty cold night,’ he said, “Perhaps 
‘twould not be amiss to drink a glass of hot rum punch as a preventive 
against a chill on the liver. What think you gentlemen?” 

Of course the other two agreed, for that was what they had been 
hopefully anticipating. The three drank each others’ healths ceremo- 
niously, sat down with legs outstretched before the blaze, lighted pipes 
and sipped their drinks, just as happily as do you and I. 

Presently Mr. Mather took a long pull at his drink and remarked, 
“My friends, this rum has an amazingly fine flavor. It tastes as though 
‘twere made of good old rum and not of the raw new stuff being per- 
petrated in Boston nowadays.”’ 

John Clarke and Zabdiel Boylston tasted their drinks critically and 
nodded in agreement with Mr. Mather, not wishing to appear of un- 
cultivated taste in the presence of an older man. Before long, as Mr. 
Mather warmed up and the fine old rum began to assert its authority, 
he turned to John Clarke and said, “By the way, John, I am greatly 
disturbed by the amount of drinking that goes on hereabouts. I under- 
stand that many young people are making far too merry and are falling 
into mischievous ways with their drinking, and their singing and danc- 
ing, and their bundling.” 

Dr. Clarke acquiesced solemnly, “I, too, am disturbed by the amount 
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of drinking in Boston, but for another reason. It seems to me that I 
have seen lately many poor people who are drinking too freely of the 
new rum. Many of them appear to suffer from the dry belly-ache and 
later to lose the use of their limbs. At first I supposed this to be a just 
dispensation of Heaven against the intemperate. Recently I have begun 
to wonder whether the rum contains a noxious element.” 

About this time, Dr. Boylston, who had been listening attentively, 
chipped in and said, “This conversation is very interesting. The other 
day young Benjamin Franklin came to see me. As you know, he is that 
rascal James Franklin’s younger brother. Jim of course is now in prison 
for the scurrilous opinions he published in the New England Courant. 
Ben* tells me that he has decided to edit and publish the paper, while 
his brother cools off in jail. A courageous lad is young Franklin, to 
undertake such work and he only seventeen years old. 

‘He brought me a peculiar tale and asked my advice about printing 
it. An astonishing rumor from North Carolina has reached his ears. 
There they say that our New England rum is poisonous and causes people 
who drink it to have great pain in the belly with constipation and later 
weakness of the wrists and ankles.” 

Mr. Mather and Dr. Clarke appeared much surprised and eagerly 
waited for Boylston to continue. 

“Young Franklin appears a decent lad with lots of common sense. 
He says that he has inspected some of our Boston stills. He finds that 
our rum is commonly distilled through leaden pipes. He says the rum 
looks all right, smells good and tastes fine. But all the same he wonders 
if it can contain anything harmful.” 

Boylston pulled his pipe for a few minutes, took another generous 
swallow of punch and went on. 

“At first I thought this foolish talk and advised young Franklin 
to have naught to do with the spreading of such gossip. But what Dr. 
Clarke says makes me wonder.” 

‘A short time ago one of my friends in England sent me a medical 
book just published. I have added it to my library and have been study- 
ing it. It is by a Doctor Ramazzini,+ a professor of medicine in the Uni- 
versity of Padua. I never heard of him before: but he appears to be a 
very learned sort of man with some novel ideas. He thinks that certain 
trades are dangerous to workers in them. Listen to what he says re- 
garding the illness which workers exposed to lead may develop.” 

Then he quoted very slowly, ‘ “The potters use hot calcinated lead 
for glazing. In a short time they begin to feel seriously ill. First they 

* The first copy of the New England Courant edited and printed by Benjamin 
Franklin appeared on February 11, 1723. 


+ The Harvard Medical School's copy of the 1716 edition of Ramazzini’s Opera 
omnia wears the Boylston Medical Library book-plate. 
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find that their hands are trembling and soon they become paralysed. 
Painters are also subject to various diseases. The principal cause of their 
sickliness is the material of their colors: such things as red lead, white 
lead, and several other paints made of various minerals. Fernelius men- 
tions the curious case of a painter who was taken first of all with trem- 
bling in his hands and fingers. He soon had a convulsion, and then his 
whole arm was attacked by the same disease. This then went into his 
feet, and finally he was taken with such violent pain in his stomach 
and both the hypochondria that neither clysters, fomentations, baths, 
nor any sort of remedy gave him ease. The only relief he had in the 
violence of the fits was to have three or four men leaning with all their 
weight upon his belly, the compression of which lessened the torment.’ ”’ 

There was silence for a minute. Then Mr. Mather said vehemently, 
“Ods Bodkins, this sounds as though lead when taken into the body 
might be poisonous! What do you think, John?” John Clarke replied 
deliberately, ‘In all certainty what Professor Ramazzini claims hath the 
ring of truth to it. Perhaps there is such a thing as lead poisoning and 
our New England rum may be at fault.” 

Cotton Mather scratched his head in deep thought for a few moments. 
Then he said suddenly and almost jubilantly, ‘Here is an opportunity 
sent from Heaven. Let us now at a single blow reform the rum drinkers 
of Boston, both young and old. Let us make it so difficult and expensive 
to manufacture rum that the common people and our young men and 
women no longer can buy it cheaply and drink it like water. Do you, 
John Clarke, have written a law prohibiting henceforward the use of 
leaden pipes in the distillation of rum. As Speaker of the House of 
Representatives you can presently introduce it to the Legislature and 
arrange that it be enacted. In this manner, if there be such a thing as 
lead poisoning from rum, we can prevent it; and if there be no such 
thing as lead poisoning, at least we can make the drinking of rum less 
easy and available only to mature, responsible people like ourselves who 
need it to preserve our health.” 

And so it came about that, “An act for preventing abuses in dis- 
tilling of rum and other strong liquors with leaden heads or pipes,” 
was passed in Massachusetts on September 3, 1723; and ever since, 
cocktails made with New England rum, taken as often as is deemed 
judicious, have done much to offset the discomforts of our Boston cli- 
mate with its constant menace of rheums and chills on the liver. 

In future, whenever any members of the Medical Library Associa- 
tion feel the urge, may they think of John Clarke, Cotton Mather, Zab- 
diel Boylston, and this Boston meeting, and may they often drink the 
health of their Boston friends, present or absent, in a well-shaken cock- 
tail made of New England rum. 
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DuRING the Session of Congress just closed, an enabling act for the 
construction of a new Army Medical Library and Museum was passed 
without a dissenting vote. This followed within a few weeks after the 
Surgeon General had personally obtained the sanction of the Chief 
Executive. The President signed the bill June 15. Unfortunately, due 
to lack of time for thorough consideration by the Appropriations Com- 
mittee, even the comparatively small sum at first proposed to start the 
building failed to be included in the appropriation act before adjourn- 
ment which followed in 24 hours. The Library received magnificent 
support from Congress and from the medical profession, and all of us 
may look forward to the money becoming available next session, if our 
efforts are not relaxed. With this in mind, we should still consider what 
our plans are for the future. By this I do not mean architectural de- 
signs, because these are still only tentative. The most important thing 
is for us to determine worth while and practical objectives, and then 
to attempt to frame our organization accordingly. 

With a new building 77 esse instead of in posse, the first thing which 
will occur to us is that certain rearrangements in our collection are of 
paramount importance. Recently our incunabula were assembled in onc 
case, 450 of them, arranged alphabetically by authors and all are being 
carefully described and carded. Moreover we have begun to assemble 
the 16th century authors and perhaps in the new Library we shall be 
able to do the same with the 17th century authors. In future we must 
have special collections available, such as eye, ear, nose, throat works, 
military and naval medicine, the history of medicine, forensic medicine, 
and so on. A reference library of several thousand volumes should be 
placed at the disposal of those qualified to use it, and many small rooms 
should be available for research workers in different fields. It has been . 
suggested that the Library vastly enlarge its portrait collection in order | 
to provide likenesses of many thousand more medical men, in order 
to satisfy the many calls which are constantly being received. At pres- 
ent the collection approaches 10,000 and it should be much greater. 
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No doubt we could, with advantage, establish a bibliographic and 
historical catalogue and a card index of medical societies, institutes and 
schools. Also a collection of medical and pharmaceutical advertisements, 
a reference list of medical book illustrations, and a biographic card in- 
dex would be of value. There are many other worthy subjects which 
will doubtless suggest themselves, as time goes on. 

We should like to continue our world catalogue of medical books, 
and to establish a bookbinding and book treatment and repair depart- 
ment. We ought to have a research and bibliographic department with 
a catd index, to avoid constant duplication of work. The Document 
and Statistical Section should be carded and analyzed completely and 
we should consolidate the book accessioning department with the jour- 
nal accessioning department. All our book catalogues and descriptions, 
many of which are rare and valuabl=, extending back for many years, 
should be assembled as a collection. Some of these catalogues are as 
valuable as old books and contain wonderful and complete descriptions 
of ancient literature, in fact they are rare books in themselves. 

It would be desirable in considering the future to give thought to 
the establishment of something in the way of a school for medical 
librarians, or at least to provide facilities for post-graduate study in 
medical librarianship, in medical bibliography, and possibly in medi- 
cal history. 

We are considering the possibility of publishing a monthly biblio- 
graphical periodical, containing original work by the staff. This is the 
practice of many libraries, and provisions to this end should be made 
in the annual appropriations for the Library so that contributions of 
valuable material by the staff may be made more useful. At present we 
must depend entirely on currently published medical journals. Lastly, 
our loan service, already an outstanding feature of the Library, should 
be greatly extended. 

Thus far I have said nothing about the Index Catalogue. In future 
it could be produced a little faster perhaps, but you must remember 
that it could be produced too rapidly. Suppose we were to finish an 
alphabetical series in three years? Its classification would be much more 
simple, but if you would have the literature of ten years, for example, 
it would be necessary to consult three volumes, and I am persuaded 
that the classification would be far less inclusive. After all, accuracy 
and comprehensive classification are not to be discounted. I dare say 
if we could complete a series in ten years, which would mean about ten 
or twelve volumes, we should make a better showing than at present 
is the case. But this we cannot do because 120,000 references a year are 
all that can be digested under present conditions in the Government 
Printing Office, and 90,000 a year are all that the Library staff as at 
present organized can turn out in justice to the standard expected. 
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You must again recall, although it has been stated over and over 
again, that the growth of the Library, during the 102 years of its exist- 
ence from the first few shelves on which the Surgeon General kept 
his personal collection of medical books, through the post Civil War 
period when Billings began his monumental work, up to the time of 
the erection of the present building about 50 years ago, could be fairly 
well predicted. The organization of the Library began with a few per- 
sonally selected individuals, and many enlisted men in the United 
States Army were at one time or another employed. As library science 
progressed, however, new developments became necessary from time 
to time, and in the last few years there has always been the tremendous 
handicap of lack of room. Our growth has proceeded too rapidly for a 
somewhat superannuated digestive system, and it has been necessary 
to postpone many much needed things until a new workshop is pro- 
vided. 

Finally, we should look forward to next year when a duplication 
of the efforts already made, I feel confident, will be crowned with suc- 


cess. 











NOTES ON THE POST-CONVENTION TOUR OF 
BOSTON AND ITS VICINITY 


THE Fortiecth Annual Meeting of the Medical Library Association came 
to an official close with the tea at the Gardner Museum on Thursday, 
June 30, 1938, but the next day thirty-nine enthusiastic people joined 
in a post-convention tour of Boston and its vicinity. At dawn, there 
seemed to be a promise of rain and a few drops actually fell but when 
the cavalcade started there was no need for the umbrellas which had 
been brought. The crowd was rounded up by 9 A.M. and with the com- 
forting knowledge that our choice of steak or chicken awaited us at 
noon at the Wayside Inn, we rode away from the Somerset Hotel be- 
fore a gallery of comrades who could not accompany us. 

During the day we had what amounted to a refresher course in 
early American history and literature and saw many ‘‘firsts,” “‘biggests,”’ 
“littlests,”” “‘oldests,”” and “newests.” The facts poured into our ears 
were amazingly numerous and diverse. Also, we found out some things 
for ourselves by experience. For instance, Paul Revere, contrary to the 
first impression, did have an inside stairway for his many children to 
tramp up and down. However, if people were entering the front door, 
those coming down the stairway would be caught behind the door and 
unable to proceed until the front door was closed. Luckily, in these 
days, bus drivers count their passengers carefully before proceeding 
after a stop. Also, our President learned that kitten raising with a 
medicine dropper by crew members of the Constitution may be very 
interesting but it should never lead one to forget that apparently sailors 
were not tall when Old Ironsides was in its prime and that all the 
beams on it are very low and hard. 

By judicious management and no long stops we saw all the high 
lights of the trip which usually takes some hours longer and were able 
to return to the hotel in time to catch late afternoon trains. But the 
time was all too short to satisfy our interest at many points and such 
things as the marvels of the glass flowers, the quaint historic pieces in 
the Wayside Inn, the sights of old Boston, the buildings of Harvard 
and other schools and the battlefields of Concord and Lexington were 
glimpsed so fleetingly that this happy climax to a grand meeting left 
us with a strong desire for a return visit to Boston. 


B. B. H. 











MINUTES OF THE FORTIETH ANNUAL MEETING 






MONDAY, JUNE 27, HOTEL SOMERSET 






THIS FIRST day was taken up with registration at the Association’s headquarters 
in the Hotel Somerset, and with preliminary sight-seeing in and around Bos- 
ton. 







TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 28, BOSTON MEDICAL LIBRARY 





At nine o'clock the Boston Medical Library opened its doors to the mem- 
bers of the Association, inviting them to a general inspection of its building 
and its treasures. 

In John Ware Hall at ten o'clock the meeting formally commenced with a 
welcome to Boston on behalf of the Mayor, by Dr. C. F. Wilinsky, Deputy 
Health Commissioner and Director of Beth Israel Hospital. A second welcome 
followed in the name of the Boston Medical Library through its President, 
Dr. Lincoln Davis. Mr. James F. Ballard, President of the Association, then 
gave his address, bringing out many valuable practical points in his forward 
look into the Association's future. 

Immediately thereafter the business meeting was opened by the President. 
The reading of the minutes of the last meeting was dispensed with and they 
were approved as they had been printed in the Bulletin. Reports were pre- 
sented by the Chairman of the Executive Committee, the Secretary, the Treas- 
urer, and the Manager of the Exchange, all of which were gratefully accepted. 
Mr. Frankenberger offered a rising vote of thanks to the Treasurer expressing 
the Association’s appreciation of her many years’ excellent service, a vote which 
was given with enthusiasm. An auditing committee was then appointed by the 
President, to examine the Treasurer’s books and report at the next business 
session, this Committee to consist of Mr. Fleming, Mr. Keys, and Miss King. 

The Program & Entertainment Committee made no formal report, allow- 
ing the results of their efforts to speak for themselves. The Membership Com- 
mittee and the Committee on Publication gave reports which were accepted 
with much appreciation. The President announced that the report of the Com- 
mittee on a List of Health Works for Lay Reading was in the hands of the 
Executive Committee, which had it under consideration. The Committee on 
Indexing Current Medical Literature, the Committee on Periodicals and Serial 
Publications, and the Committee on Public Documents all submitted their re- 
ports, which were heard with approval and acceptance. Adjournment followed. 












































TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 28, BOSTON MEDICAL LIBRARY 


After a delicious buffet luncheon as guests of the Boston Medical Library, 
the members convened in Sprague Hall at 2:30 for the afternoon session, 
which was devoted to dental questions. The President opened the meeting, 
turning it over immediately to Dr. Sterling N. Loveland, Librarian of Harvard 
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Dental School, who conducted it thereafter. Dr. Leroy M. S. Miner, Dean of 
the Harvard Dental School, welcomed the dental librarians, stressing the grow- 
ing importance of libraries in dental education and the increased influence of 
medicine and medical methods on dentistry. 

Miss Marjorie Lewis read the report of the Committee on a Dental Index, 
and considerable discussion followed. 

Mrs. Hunt. 1 wonder if somebody would be willing to say something a 
little more definite about some of the things Miss Lewis’ report did not bring 
out. For instance, whether they would like to have the journals listed in the 
Index exactly in the order of the titles, or as they are at present, some with 
“dental” first and some with “dental” transposed. Then the Index at present 
uses roman numerals. I know the Medical Library Association in the past has 
asked the dental periodicals to use arabic numerals. Would they prefer that 
in the dental Index? 

Then the question of subject headings is one about which, if we could 
get the librarians to express their likes and dislikes, we might be able to offer 
something that would be a definite help to the American Dental Association. 
For instanct, if we had the dental Index indexed as a medical librarian would 
do it, it would be very helpful to librarians that have combined medical and 
dental libraries and would make it much easier for the medical libraries. On 
the other hand, a great deal of material is then indexed under such indefinite 
subjects as “dentistry” or ‘‘teeth’”” and headings which are not particularly 
helpful to the dentist in general practice or to the dental student who is work- 
ing in a strictly dental library. The question is: Shall we follow medical head- 
ings which are already fairly well established, for our dental literature, or try 
to develop our own strictly dental headings for our dental literature? Mrs. 
Marshall was asked to be on the Committee last year. The suggestion was made 
that she write to various librarians and ask them to send in different sections 
covering four or five letters of their index ; that should show us quite definitely 
what the majority of the dental librarians are using as a system of indexing, 
and it would give us a little something to go on. Of course in the American 
Dental Association the Index is gotten up primarily for the dental profession 
and the dental libraries, but we want to make it of the greatest use to the 
greatest number, and it may be that the medical and dental libraries would 
have exactly the same viewpoint as to what would be the most helpful type of 
index. Miss Lela Sinkey was nice enough to send in the list of dental subject 
headings which has been worked out by the Ohio State University Dental 
library. If the libraries would even send in under one large subject everything 
that came up, so that we could get an idea on which to base a comparison, it 
would be helpful. It is necessary to see what headings are used rather generally 
and what headings are used by only one or two librarians. It would have to be 
decided whether to give the preference to the type of index that would be 
preferable to a medical librarian, or whether we should try to make it a strictly 
dental index primarily for the dentists and dental students. 

Question. Would you include some of the medical journals ? 

Mrs. Hunt. No. It would be a strictly dental index. In our own library, 
including the foreign, we get about two hundred journals currently. That is 
just about as much as can be handled in a dental index. It is only a fraction of 
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what the American Medical Association indexes, but to me it would be better 
for them to index completely the medical literature, and let us index the dental 
literature. I don’t think they should overlook the dental articles just because 
they appear in medical literature. It is their problem more than it is ours. Or, 
the American Medical Association could co-operate with the American Dental 
Association and have a joint dental-medical index. 

Mr. Frankenberger. 1 think the dental index, if it is to have real value, 
should be arranged more especially to serve the needs of the dental profession. 
Subject headings should of necessity, be subdivided more minutely so that 
articles in dental journals will be indexed to aid dentists in looking up a 
particularly fine point in the literature. In the Quarterly Cumulative Index 
Medicus dental articles are grouped largely under ‘‘Dentistry’’ or ‘“Teeth.” 

If the dental index would include the articles in dental periodical publi- 
cations and the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus articles relating to den- 
tistry in medical journals, the job of indexing the literature of. interest to 
dentists would be rather completely done. 

The American Medical Association is preparing a new edition of subject 
headings used in the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus. If, through con- 
ference and understanding, a similar group of subject headings could be de- 
cided upon for use in the dental index and both indexes arranged to use the 
same headings in classifying dental articles, it would establish uniformity. 

One other point to be emphasized in connection with dental publications 
is the use of roman numerals. I think we should further the work inaugurated 
by our former member, the late Mr. Robert, in advocating the use of arabic 
numerals. 

Mrs. Hunt. 1939 is the beginning of a three-year period of the dental In- 
dex, The Index for '36,'37 and ’38 is in process of preparation. But beginning 
with 1939 any radical changes that have been proposed can be made, provided 
they are decided upon before the beginning of 1939. This is really our last 
chance for three years, you might say, to make any drastic changes. 

Discussion on whether the Index is wanted on cards or quarterly sheets 
would be very helpful. Of course index cards are expensive. In the past a few 
libraries, about sixteen, subscribed to them, receiving these index cards monthly. 
Subject headings have now been added in addition to the classification num- 
bers. The question has come up as to whether it would be preferable to have 
quarterly mimeographed sheets rather than monthly cards. We may be able to 
cut the cost slightly by having the quarterly style, but not much. The mimeo- 
graphed sheets could be bound. Four quarters could be bound in a year, for 
two years, and at the end of the third year a regular printed volume would be 
sent out, as it has been in the past. Lots of people ask to have the Indexes 
printed every two years, but the cost would be absolutely prohibitive. The 
Index costs about five thousand dollars a year now over and above what is 
taken in in subscriptions, and the Association is not very anxious to increase it. 
The mimeographed sheet would save a little in the mailing, being mailed every 
three months instead of every month. The difference would probably not be 
more than two or three dollars a year. It is just a matter of which would be 
the more convenient. 

Miss Lewis. Mimeographed sheets, not bound at the end of the year, would 
not stand up very well for reference use. 
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Mrs. Hunt. By the end of the year you would have to look under four 
sections. One or two said they would prefer quarterly sheets instead of monthly 
cards, if the quarterly sheets could be cumulative. Any possible saving would 
be more then wiped out in having to handle that material three or four times 
instead of once. 

The Index for '35 has just been published. If, in the future, the Index 
would come out promptly at the close of the year, we would never have as 
many cards to file as we have had in the past. Those who have bought enough 
filing cases to take care of the cards in the past will not have to buy any 
more. 

Question. Has the Association ever considered the possibility of utilizing 
the services of the Wilson Company for printing the material? I think the 
Wilson Company would be glad at least to confer with us on the project, and 
the American Dental Association would get some idea of the cost. 

Mrs. Hunt. I would not want to say as to that. I think the Wilson Com- 
pany was one that was. given an opportunity to bid on publishing the Index 
several years ago. Each time when the Index is published, various publishers 
are asked to bid on the printing. You see the American Dental Association 
has only recently taken over officially the management of the Index. During 
the lifetime of Dr. Black, this was left largely to him. Of course the Index 
was his idea and it has only been within recent months that the Association 
has taken an active part in the work of getting it out. 

Another thing: in the past the Index has put the volume number, then 
the year, then the paging. In the last cards we got, the order was: volume 
number, month, year, and paging. Personally I should prefer volume, page, 
month, and year. 

Mrs. Cunningham. In regard to the roman numerals, as Chairman of the 
Periodicals Section of the Association, I think it is extremely important to fol- 
low the arabic numerals. 

Mrs. Hunt. This next matter is not really connected with the dental Index, 
but the American Association of Dental Editors has recently gotten out a list 
of abbreviations for dental periodicals. There are certain things on this list 
that I don’t agree with, but perhaps other people would. This is intended to 
be signed and returned to the Association of Dental Editors. If you don’t 
agree as a whole with the abbreviations which they have up for adoption, I 
think it would be very well to say so now and not wait until after they are 
adopted. 

Question. Has that list been published anywhere ? 

Mrs. Hunt. Not this exact list. A very similar list was published in the 
Journal of Dental Research in December, 1937, Dr. McBride’s list. He uses 
single letter abbreviations, as the letter “‘D” for ‘‘dentistry.’’ As long as you 
are in the strictly dental field, ‘‘D” is all right, but there is also the Journal of 
the American Dietetic Association. If they should decide ‘‘D” stood for 
“dietetic,”” you would have two journals of exactly the same abbreviations 
published in the same city, which can lead to confusion. There are already 
two journals using ‘J.A.D.A.”; the Journal of the Australian Dental Asso- 
ciation lists itself that way and we list ourselves that way also. 

As to subject-headings, it is a matter of whether we would like to develop 
something and ask the medical libraries and others to follow the headings, 
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or whether we want to continue to use things that have already been worked 
out by the Library of Congress and the medical librarians. Shall we be fol- 
lowers instead of leaders? 

Miss Doe. Speaking for both a medical and a dental library, I should say 
we are not satisfied with the dental headings we have now; we really need new 
headings to be worked out. 

Mrs. Hunt. There is a committee on nomenclature. They are working on 
a more exact terminology all the time, and undoubtedly no matter what type 
of subject heading is developed, changes will have to be made from time to 
time as the nomenclature is modified. 

Chairman. How do you feel in regard to the numbering, whether to use 
roman or arabic numbers? All those in favor of using the roman numerals, 
say “‘Aye.’’ All those opposed say “No.” It is very clear that you want the 
arabic. 

Mrs. Cunningham. The whole thing has been held up to a certain ex- 
tent because of the fact that we are waiting for a report from the American 
Standards Association. Also the whole matter is to be brought before the 
International Federation for Documentation which meets in Oxford during 
September of this year. It seems important to do this because there is no hope 
of getting standards adopted by the foreign journals unless the project be- 
comes international in scope. The work is going forward, but it will take a 
long time because there are many groups involved. However I feel that we 
have already gone far enough to make a perfectly definite statement about the 
adoption of arabic numerals and a standard form for references for the dental 
index. 

Mrs. Hunt. Several people have said they would like to have a list of the 
new dental books in the front of the dental Jdex. Would others find that a 
convenience? (Many hands were raised.) 

Would you mind asking how many would be willing to send in the be- 
ginning of their list of subject headings through three or four letters of the 
alphabet (or anybody who feels more generous could send in a complete list 
of subject headings), so we can get an idea of them: “Teeth—bacteriology,” 
or “Bacteriology—teeth.” Much indexing, I think, is a matter of preference, 
but, if we can, we want to suit the preference of the majority. We need a 
partial list of headings to tell what system is used in the majority of libraries. 
If we could have the headings by the first of August that would give us a 
little time to work them over and see what subjects are used rather commonly 
and those that are perhaps debatable. 

Chairman. Those who are willing to send perhaps the first ten of your 
headings, raise your hands. (Chairman counts ten hands.) 

Mrs. Hunt. The subject of cross references has not come up. Does any- 
body have any suggestions about that ? 

Miss Lewis. I object to one thing in the Black Index. When you look for 
an article it is never listed under more than one heading. 

Mrs. Hunt. I have here some cross references from Mrs. Mann that she 
has developed recently. She did not send them to more than one or two li- 
braries. I have also the subject headings of the old Black Index, and the new 
Index which has just been published. 
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Miss McCann. Are you going to eliminate discussions with selected articles, 
reprinted articles and things like that ? 

Miss Hunt. The reprinted articles are largely eliminating themselves. More 
and more the dental journals are refusing to reprint. In the foreign field, for 
instance in Australia, they still do reprinting of selected articles, and these we 
will probably continue to include, so that those people who don’t happen to 
have our American periodicals can still find the articles in the Index and read 
them as they are reprinted in their own journals. The discussions are largely 
being eliminated. 

Miss McCann. What about reports, proceedings and monographs ? 

Mrs. Hunt. 1 haven’t given any consideration to that at all. It should be 
decided whether people want to have the monographs and reports included in 
the Index. 


It was moved and voted that Miss Lewis’s report be accepted. 

Miss Coffman read the report of the Committee on a Union List for Dental 
Periodicals. She also said that she was uncertain whether she would be able to 
continue as chairman of this Committee, and asked if the members would ac- 
cept Dr. Hackh in her place, though she would be willing to continue to serve 
on the Committee. The report was duly accepted with thanks, and Dr. Hackh 
was voted the new chairman. 

The meeting adjourned. 


TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 28, BOSTON MEDICAL LIBRARY 


Once more the Association was the Library's guest, this time to see and 
hear an original play in one act, ““A Medical Library of the Fifteenth Century,” 
written by ‘‘Monseigneur Jalard Balmes’’ (our President, James Ballard ?). 
The performance was staged and directed by Mr. Ballard, the parts played 
by doctors and friends of the Library, costumes and properties likewise con- 
tributed by them. The medieval atmosphere was exceedingly well maintained 
by cast and setting, and enhanced by the central glow of a magnificent, candle- 
lighted El Greco painting, lent by Dr. Michel Pijoan, who, incidentally, played 
the leading part, that of Keeper of the Books. It was an evening of great 
pleasure, of pride in the medical librarian’s profession and in the skill of 
those who portrayed it. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 29, HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 


The session was opened in Amphitheatre A by the President’s introduction 
of Dr. C. Sidney Burwell, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry, 
who welcomed the Association on behalf of the Medical School. 

The President then turned the meeting over to Mr. Herman H. Henkle, 
Director of the School of Library Science, Simmons College, under whose 
aegis an Institute for Medical Librarians was presented.* 

Mr. Henkle explained the purpose and plan of the Institute, “Guide to 
Medical Literature.” 

The first speaker was Dr. Henry R. Viets, Librarian of the Boston Medical 


* Papers presented at the symposium will be published, with some changes of 
titles and other corrections, in the next number of the Bulletin. Ep. 
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Library, who discussed the “Bibliography of Medicine.” Mrs. Eileen R. Cun- 
ningham, Librarian of Vanderbilt University School of Medicine, followed 
with a paper on “Reference Books in the Field of Medicine.’’ With this she 
had prepared a mimeographed list of outstanding titles, which she kindly 
made available to all who applied for it. 

Next on the program was Miss Isabelle T. Anderson, Librarian of the 
Ramsey County Medical Society, St. Paul, whose address on ‘Textbooks and 
General Treatises” covered one of the basic divisions of medical literature. 
She was followed by Mr. Henkle, whose paper on ‘Periodicals’ demonstrated 
the comparative importance of bio-chemical journals as gauged by citations in 
the Annual review on biochemistry. 

Here followed a general discussion of various points in connection with 
the morning’s papers. 

The meeting adjourned at twelve o'clock to permit inspection of the Har- 
vard Medical School Library before luncheon in Vanderbilt Hall as guests of 
the Medical School. 

The afternoon session, beginning at 2:30 in the Amphitheatre, covered 
“Ancient and Special Medical Literature.” Under the continued chairmanship 
of Mr. Henkle, Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, Librarian of the Welch Medical 
Library, Johns Hopkins University, opened with a talk on “Medical Literature 
of the Past.” Dr. John F. Fulton, Sterling Professor of Physiology at Yale, 
explored a special bibliographical field, ‘The Literature of Physiology.” 

The afternoon closed with an address by Mr. James F. Ballard, Director 
of the Boston Medical Library, who spoke on ‘Medieval and Renaissance 
Medical Texts,” illustrating his words with copies of the original books, kindly 
lent for the occasion by his Library. 


WEDNESDAY EVENING, JUNE 29, HOTEL SOMERSET 


The Annual Banquet of the Association was held at the Hotel Somerset at 
7:30, a gala occasion indeed. The President, as Toastmaster, read telegrams 
and letters of greeting to the Association from absent members: Miss Camp- 
bell, Mrs. Cooksley, Dr. Rothrock, and Dr. Steiner. Dr. Reginald Fitz, Di- 
rector of the Evans Memorial, Boston University School of Medicine, spoke 
most entertainingly on the part played in colonial medical literature by rum, 
showing lantern-slides to prove his points and capping his words with the 
presentation to Miss Noyes, a charter member of the Association, of a tiny 
bottle of the spirituous liquor. 


THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 30, BOSTON MEDICAL LIBRARY 


The second business session was opened at 9:30 in John Ware Hall, the 
President in the Chair. He presented for consideration the invitation given by 
the American Library Association for this Association to appoint a representa- 
tive to a Joint Committee which would investigate the problems of indexing 
and abstracting services in the major fields of research, a committee in which 
other interested societies had also been asked to join. The President empha- 
sized the fact that the activities of such a Joint Committee might entail ex- 
pense, and asked for discussion concerning the appointment of a representative. 
Miss Bayne asked where the headquarters would be, the President replying 
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he supposed they would be at the American Library Association office. It was 
moved and voted that the matter be referred to the Executive Committee with 
full powers to act. 

The President referred to the suggestion made in his address two days 
before, concerning the need for reconsideration of the Association’s expenses 
and income. It was moved and voted that a special Committee on Increase in 
Dues and in Standards for Admission be appointed to consider the situation 
and report its recommendations to the Executive Committee by January 1, 
1939. 

Col. Harold W. Jones, Librarian of the Army Medical Library, gave a brief 
statement on “The Future of the Army Medical Library,” outlining its needs 
and hopes. Mr. Frankenberger offered the following resolution, and moved 
its adoption: 

W hereas, the Medical Library Association, assembled at its Fortieth Annual Meeting 
in Boston, June 30, 1938, notes with keen gratification the unanimous action of the 
Congress, supported by the whole-hearted approval of the Medical Profession, in passing 
the enabling act authorizing the erection of a new building for the Army Medical 
Library and Museum, therefore be it 

Resolved, That we urge the next Congress to appropriate at the earliest possible 
time the necessary funds to complete the erection of this new building as speedily as 
possible, and that a copy of this resolution be published in the Bulletin of the Associa- 
tion, transmitted to the press, and sent to the President of the United States, the President 
of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The resolution was unanimously endorsed. 

The next business to come up was the choice of a mecting-place for 1939. 
Miss Hallam expressed doubt that the new building for the University of 
Oregon School of Medicine would be finished next year and she therefore 
hesitated to make their invitation definite. The Academy of Medicine of 
Northern New Jersey, through Miss Naylor, invited the Association to meet 
with them in Newark next year. A vote was taken, and Newark was accepted. 
Miss Hallam thereupon extended a formal invitation to the Association for 
the mecting in Portland in 1940. 

Miss Grob asked if it would be possible to secure early publication of the 
check-list of medical directories mentioned by Miss Strieby as having been 
compiled by her Library, even if that meant issuing it without annotations. 
Mr. Ballard said it could be printed in the Bulletin as a preliminary list, to be 
later reprinted in more complete form. Miss Strieby agreed to do this. 

The Auditing Committee reported that they had examined the Treasurer's 
books and found them in good order. 

Mrs. Irish gave a message of greeting to the Association from Dr. George 
Dock, who was unable to attend. 

The following amendment to the By-Laws had been circulated to members 
four weeks before the meeting, and its adoption recommended by the Execu- 
tive Committee: 

Article II, Chapter I. Strike out the words, “The annual dues shall be $10.00 for 
Library members, $5.00 for Supporting members, and $2.00 for Professional members,” 
and substitute therefor, “The annual dues shall be $10.00 for Library members, of 
which $3.00 shall be for subscription to the Bulletin of the Association; $5.00 for 


Supporting members, of which $2.00 shall be for the Bulletin; and $2.00 for Professional 
members, of which $1.00 shall be for the Bulletin.” 
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The object of this change was to make possible the entry of the Bulletin 
as second-class matter, thereby reducing the cost of mailing to one and a 
half cents a pound instead of the present parcel post zone rates. The Post 
Office requires that organizations supplying their members free of charge with 
a periodical publication shall allocate in their By-Laws definite amounts for 
the publication in order to be entitled to second-class entry. The adoption of 
the amendment was now moved and voted. 

The ballot for officers for 1938-39 as proposed by the Nominating Com- 
mittee was read as follows: 











President Mr. James F. Ballard 














Vice-President Dr. George R. Minot 

Secretary Miss Janet Doe 

Treasurer Miss Louise D. C. King 

Executive Committee Miss Charlotte E. Coffman 
(for three years) Miss Mary Louise Marshall 

Nominating Committee Miss Frida Pliefke 





(for three years) 





Further nominations were called for from the floor by the President, but 
none being forthcoming, it was voted that the nominations be closed, and that 
the Secretary cast one ballot for the officers as presented by the Nominating 
Committee, which was done. 

Mr. Frankenberger moved a rising vote of thanks to the Boston Medical 
Library and the Harvard Medical and Dental Schools and all those associated 
with them, who prepared for the Association this splendid program and 
entertained it with such delightful hospitality. The vote was given with 
unanimity and energy. 

Adjournment followed. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


ANOTHER year of the Association work has passed and it is time to ac- 
count for the accomplishments of the fortieth year of the Association's exist- 
ence. 

At the last annual meeting, Miss Florence McRae was elected a member 
of the Executive Committee. The Committee and the Association suffered 
a great loss in the death of Mrs. Rosa M. Hibbard. Her sudden passing came 
as a severe shock to us all. She had always served the Association faithfully 
and well during her many years of membership; and her charm and pleasing 
personality will be missed by all the members. It is with great regret that we 
record the death of Dr. John W. Farlow, an Honorary member and a former 
President, and of Dr. Lawrason Brown, Dr. Thomas B. Futcher, Dr. Isaac 
I. Lemann, and Dr. John Wyckoff, Supporting members. Miss Charlotte E. 
Coffman was appointed to fill the unexpired term of Mrs. Hibbard on the 
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Executive Committee. Miss Ella B. Lawrence was reappointed as Manager 
of the Exchange. The Standing Committees on Membership, Publication, and 
Program and Entertainment were appointed by the President, as listed in the 
Bulletin. The following committees were continued ; Committee on Periodicals 
and Serial Publications, Committee to Consider the Compilation of a Lists of 
Health Books Recommended for Lay Reading, Committee on Indexing Cur- 
rent Medical Literature, and the Committee on Public Documents. 

Shortly after the last annual meeting, Dr. W. B. McDaniel found that he 
was no longer able to continue as editor of the Bulletin, and Dr. Henry R. 
Viets of Boston kindly consented to take over his work. This delayed the first 
issue of the Bulletin. The Publication Committee deserves our very warm ap- 
preciation for giving us such a splendid publication. The Association Notes 
have kept the members informed as to the work of the Association through- 
out the year, and I am sure all librarians have appreciated the book and cata- 
logue notes. The Bulletin as our only source of publicity merits our whole- 
hearted support. 

The accomplishments of the various committees are outlined in their re- 
ports, so I will not try to deal with them in any detail. The report of the Com- 
mittee on Indexing Current Medical Literature should be noted particularly, 
since the chairman felt that the work of her Committee should be suspended 
until the plans of the Joint Committee sponsored by the American Library 
Association are under way. As usual the Manager of the Exchange has had 
an arduous task this year. More members mean more work for the Exchange 
and an extra broadcast did not quite take care of the material offered. Our 
finances are in excellent condition and the Association owes a debt of grati- 
tude to Miss Marshall, our retiring Treasurer, for the efficient way she has 
handled our resources. The Membership Committee has shown splendid re- 
sults in the campaign for new members. We are especially glad to welcome so 
many new Supporting and Professional members. The burden placed upon 
the Secretary seems to be greater than we have a right to expect from any one 
member. At present, the greatest problem of our Association is how to secure 
sufficient income to pay for some of the work which is now being done by 
some of the members, without any remuneration. A secretarial office will very 
soon be a vital necessity, for it is increasingly difficult to find anyone who is 
able and willing to give the time that is demanded of him. Although it may 
be impossible to secure endowment at the present time, finite plans must be 
made for the near future. 

On behalf of the Executive Committee, I wish to express to the Chairmen 
and members of all committees, our sincere thanks and deep appreciation 
for their work during the year. All progress is made by the united and un- 
selfish efforts on the part of those chosen to serve in offices and on committees, 
by the spirit of loyalty and support which they, in turn, receive from the mem- 
bers. Only by united effort can we continue to advance the work of the Asso- 
ciation. 

MAR JoriE J. DARRACH, Chairman. 


REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 


SECRETARY 


This past year, while it has seemed a quiet one on the surface, has seen the 
starting of currents which may develop into important events in the years just 
ahead. 

Outstanding in world problems are those which have arisen in the war- 
torn countries. The Library Association of China has sent a plea to the li- 
braries of America for assistance in rebuilding their collections. Their letter 
of December 25, 1937, addressed to our President, reads in part as follows: 


According to a survey up to the time of writing, 35 national and private Universities 
and a large number of cultural institutions and libraries were either totally destroyed 
or disorganized. The valuable libraries and laboratories of many have been laid waste. 
Finding themselves unable to function properly under most trying circumstances, many 
institutions have been forced to move, leaving behind all their books and apparatus. 

America will be ready, we hope, to lend a helping hand to China in her immense 
task of maintaining her cultural institutions in such difficult times. It is in the interest 
of these libraries that we appeal to you, as our sister institutions, for help and co- 
operation. As a central organization of medical libraries, we hope your Association will 
extend to us the necessary assistance in our efforts towards the restoration of our 
libraries. . . . American donations of books and periodicals should be kept temporarily 
at several centres, to be forwarded to China after the conclusion of the war. May we 
hope that the generous spirit on the part of the members of your Association will 
enable librarians in China to carry on with renewed vigour and increased impetus in 
this time of national crisis? 


The President replied, expressing our concern and anxiety to help. 

A matter of deep interest to all of us is the attempt, now in the process 
of being started, to establish international standardization of periodicals and 
their documentation. At our last annual meeting we voted to co-operate in all 
possible ways with the American representative on the Committee on Standardi- 
zation of the International Federation of Library Associations, and our sup- 
port was offered at the meeting of the Periodicals Section of the American 
Library Association in June 1937. The suggestion was made at that meeting 
that the best approach to the situation would be through the agency of the 
American Standards Association and the International Standards Association, 
in their capacity as a channel for international co-operation. Our Executive 
Committee subsequently concurred in this suggestion, and in the appointment 
of Miss Carolyn F. Ulrich, Chief of the Periodicals Division of the New York 
Public Library, as the American member of the standing Committee on 
Standardization of the International Institute for Documentation, through 
whom the American Standards Association is working. The first meeting of 
this Committee is to be held in Oxford in September 1938, with tentative 
agenda which includes the following: 

Reference data on the cover of periodicals 

International rules for the abbreviation of magazine titles 


Standardization problems in the field of photographic reproduction 
Terminology in the field of documentation. 


It is unnecessary to say that all librarians of scientific collections will follow 
with keen interest the results of this first international discussion. Our Asso- 
ciation in particular will be mindful of the persistent and valuable efforts made 
in this direction among our own members, notably by the late Mr. Alfred L. 
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Robert in his work on behalf of arabic volume numbers and fixed subscription 
prices. Mr. Frankenberger and Mrs. Cunningham have also contributed toward 
similar ends. 

We have another and a general international interest besides that of the 
standardization of periodicals, through our membership in the International 
Federation of Library Associations. We were unfortunately unable to send a 
delegate to its meeting last year, as we shall be again this year. We did send a 
report of our chief activities to be presented at the meeting last August, and 
have requested the American Library Association to represent us this year. 

Also of international importance is one of the newer developments in the 
library world, microfilm reproductions. The American Documentation Insti- 
tute was organized last year to study this question, among others. Becoming 
one of its nominating agencies in November, 1937, we appointed as our 
representative, to serve three years, Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, who attended the 
annual meeting of the Institute in Washington on January 27, 1938. 

To turn from international to national affairs, our Association has long 
shared the pride of the medical profession in the Army Medical Library, and 
we have actively expressed our concern for its welfare on more than one 
occasion. Last year we urged the appropriation of funds sufficient for an 
adequate building and for current expenses commensurate with the inestimable 
value of this greatest of medical libraries. It is gratifying to note that the 
appropriation made for it for 1936-37 was $5,000 more than for the previous 
year, and the appropriation for 1937-38 has been maintained at the same 
level. 

Funds for a new building for the Army Medical Library are being actively 
sought this year. We appreciated being called upon recently to help. In re- 
sponse co a request from the Surgeon General, we wrote to the forty-three 
members of the Senate and House Military Affairs Committees, outlining the 
worth of that Library to all other libraries and urging their support of the 
bill, then before Congress, to construct this building in the city of Washington, 
at a cost of $3,750,000. General Reynolds, in appreciation of our efforts, has 
asked us to accept his personal thanks for our very effective service, and if 
practicable, to convey them to the members of the Association. Congress passed 
the authorization bill unanimously in both Houses, and it was signed by the 
President on June 15. Unfortunately it was impossible in the hurried closing 
hours to get the appropriation for this through, but it is felt that the prospects 
are bright for the next session. 

Of national scope also is the project suggested by us two years ago, namely, 
the indexing of public health education material. In July 1936 our Association 
inquired of the American Public Health Association concerning the possi- 
bility of their undertaking the publication of such an index. This was dis- 
cussed by the Council of their Section on Public Health Education, and it was 
felt that while the project was very desirable, it was a matter which required 
considerable thought as to ways and means. A recent inquiry discloses that the 
subject is still under consideration by them. 

Closely allied to this question and very possibly involving it, is an investi- 
gation of the problems of indexing and abstracting services in the major fields 
of research, which is contemplated by a joint committee of the American 








48 REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 





Library Association and other interested societies, and to which we have been 
asked to appoint a representative. 

Now for matters which concern ourselves directly. One of the outstanding 
ones is the collection of information about our member libraries through the 
new membership blanks. Their use was inaugurated in January 1938, and 
replies have been received from 186 members so far. It may be possible some 
time to publish a small handbook from the material thus gathered from all 
members of the Association. In any case we are accumulating records that will 
be useful in the future for both practical and historical purposes. 

Our Committee on the Standardization of Library Statistics reported its 
findings last year, and with their help the Executive Committee recommended 
a statistical form which was published in our Bulletin for January 1938, vol. 
26, pp. 166-67. This should be of assistance to members by indicating what 
statistics to keep, and will ensure uniformity in their presentation. 

This year marks another year of growth in our membership, as Miss Hallam 
will tell you in detail. The total membership on June 28, 1938, is as follows: 



















Honorary Members 
Membership May 23, 1937 ..................... 14 
PE ‘eo: kept wksensewediensadexces peated 








Total 
Library Members 

Membership May 23, 1937 .................0000- 219 

New members ......... pice Dicks ba eRe eaas 17 
Resigned ...... ee ee Te Terra Beton} 2 less 











Total 






Supporting Members 










Membership May 23, 1937 ................. ... 88 
New members ................. bali Ati CMa nd 40 
Reinstated .......... FiOS oLaleedie ws ace a 1 
ND, 5h 30 grb cs Goh ec Esha ve PAG er PUT: oe less 
IIR se ie aia eg, Bae enace a Statue Rn was less 







Total 







Professional Members 





Membership May 23, 1937 .............0.220-05- 112 
ND 6. 555s. dr ken cand nade ihe Ohep eR 46 
RN id: 2 oh ace aig glee peglaaamcun ee ape ees 9 less 






Re ee ore a er rene less 








Total 148 


Grand total 516 


One Supporting Member was reinstated, Dr. Frederick T. Van Beuren, 
Jr. The members who have resigned are: 







Library Members: Orange Memorial Hospital Library 
Rutgers University College of Pharmacy 
Supporting Members: Dr. R. S. Cunningham 
Dr. Frank W. Marlow 
Dr. Charles F. Martin 
Dr. B. S. Oppenheimer 
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Professional Members: E. Hope Allerton 
J. P. Cooney 
Claire Hirschfield 
Morris C. Leikind 
Adeline Macrum 
Louise Newell 
Grace L. Persch 
Mildred Schaad 
Eileen F. Twomey 


And we report with deep regret the deaths of the following: 


Honorary Member: Dr. John W. Farlow 

Supporting Members: Dr. Lawrason Brown 
Dr. Thomas B. Futcher 
Dr. Isaac I. Lemann 
Dr. John Wyckoff 

Professional Member: Mrs. Rosa M. Hibbard. 





EXPENSES 
NN ars aiiegs eral ocala elev glee] via ace Ine mm dime eiate Siglese am $ 40.19 
Information folders (1000) ..... sis. ai Beal di uwhegiendl guns pena re <page oe 
EC ee err err ee ere 22.80 
NE I ok Sima vai ene eer bed iwe eee eee ween ... 6.00 
SARI eee a pier corer oe eer aN LY Rar, nee Lay cre ae eee ee ar 3.50 
NN I oats ee eee ea wale es mms - 3.00 
Membership blanks (2000) on 50% rag stock ................... 24.88 
Filing-box for membership blanks ....................-2--++-++++ 1.42 
Stenographic service at Annual Meeting, 1937 ................... 51.50 
Application cards for supporting members (1000) ................ 8.06 
Total $176.92 

JANET Dok, Secretary. 
TREASURER 
MAY 11, 1937-JUNE 15, 1938 
RECEIPTS 


Savings Account 
ee ee BO 5c occ ce re dae cesweeas en nens $4,928.01 
Payments on frozen certificate of deposit 
Earlier payments transferred from checking 
Ne OC ee Te ee $ 96.25 
Payments during 1937-1938 .............. 71.25 


$167.50 167.50 
Interest Of SAVINGS ACCOURE .. 2... ccc ee cee. 74.83 


$5,170.34 
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Checking Account 








Balance May 10, 1937 ....... sais Bia ladeglta Sista case ares $1,556.60 
Dues 
eS rer 
Supporting . =a ; cieesen seed 
Professional .. pousie Se ... 286.00 





$3,261.00 3,261.00 









0 eer pinnae wae: ae 254.46 
Exchange allowed in checks . . or hisses 30 30 
$3,515.76 5,072.36 
Certificate of deposit in liquidation .................. iP akVipisraeeen 332.50 





i) gf ere i ees (opted esac onen sehr 





I 55.55 hel Catew eRe ee eee Sees $ 139.13 
0 Eee RAD oa aaa: 1,039.06 
Exchange ........ St Pee ere re ee 1,365.23 
re etn p oat 271.51 










$2,814.93 
Transfer to Savings Account (Payments on frozen deposit) 96.25 










$2,911.18 2,911.18 
pp ee SS Se PETS eer Tere Tee $ 7,664.02 
I IE oa ae iis sen bod Riesie wes errr oe 
Certificate of Deposit ......... Meer ae coerce Sone 

















$5,502.84 5,502.84 





Bank Balance (Checking Account) .................... $ 2,161.18 


Mary LoulsE MARSHALL, Treasurer. 







EXCHANGE 





An institution such as the Medical Library Exchange, to have been in 
active service during forty years, must have more than a modicum of virtue 
to have survived. As Miss Noyes carried on the work over a longer period than 
anyone else, to her goes the credit and everlasting praise which is her due. 
The well known saying, that “comparisons are odious,” is quite true, and 
I will pass lightly over any such. Her work was done in conjunction with the 
secretary and editorship of the Bulletin. No one but such a rare soul would 
have done it! In the beginning she was aided by the stalwarts in the medical 
profession of that day, Dr. George M. Gould of Philadelphia, who originated 
the idea of the Exchange, Doctors Chadwick and Brigham of Boston, Dr. 
William Browning of Brooklyn, Dr. John L. Rothrock of St. Paul, the great 
bibliographer, Dr. John Shaw Billings, and the revered Dr. William Osler of 
Baltimore. The early librarians associated with her were Miss Margaret 














— 
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Charlton, of McGill, Montreal; Mrs. Grace W. Myers of the Treadwell Li- 
brary, Massachusetts General Hospital ; Miss Elizabeth S. Thies of Johns Hop- 
kins, now Mrs. Meyer of the Welch Library; and Mr. Charles Perry Fisher, 
librarian of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia. 

During these early years, Massachusetts led with the largest number of 
medical libraries with reference to the number of physicians by states, so it is 
quite fitting that on this 40th anniversary of the Association we meet in the 
largest medical center of New England. 

When Miss Noyes had to give up the Exchange in 1926, and Miss Sue 
Biethan of Ann Arbor took charge, she bravely waded in and managed things, 
along with the secretarial duties of the Association, for two seasons, when she 
also had to call ‘‘finis.”’ 

When I took over the duties of the Exchange in 1928-29, the library 
membership stood at 117. Today we have 236 members on our key list. The 
dental libraries have helped our growth and are active in checking and 
offering material. The greatest percentage of increase in activity has been 
among the Pennsylvania libraries. New York, state and city, is second in 
increased activity according to membership; New York State has always 
stood at the head. Its record would be 100% in interest, except for one 
library in New York City which is holding it back, as is also the case in 
the following states: Colorado, Kentucky, Minnesota, New Jersey. The fol- 
lowing states are 100% in checking and interest: Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, 
California, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Nebraska, New Hampshire, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Penn- 
sylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, Texas, Virginia, Washington, 
Wisconsin and District of Columbia ; territorial and foreign: Beirut, Syria (1) ; 
Canada (12); China (2); India (1); England (1); Puerto Rico (2). The 
Rhode Island library has never checked. North Dakota has recently come in; 
we will give it time. Honolulu, Hawaii, does not check, having no repre- 
sentative in the United States. The following states are not represented: Idaho, 
Maine, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, South Dakota, Utah, West Virginia, 
Wyoming. 

The average number of libraries who have broadcast material each year 
is 70. This year 80 libraries were taken care of within the time and budget 
allotted, but much to my regret I have had to hold over material from 19 
other libraries besides a large amount of material from libraries already 
represented. 

Miss Biethan issued 9 lists, of 133 mimeographed pages her second year. 
She calculated 50 books to the page, or 500 items of periodicals, making at 
least 20,000 items distributed during the year. 

The total mimeog:aphed pages during the 10 years past amount to 2,908, 
all at a cost within our income. I think the total items listed would approxi- 
mate the figures of the national debt (excuse the hyperbole). These items 
must have helped a number of libraries over many a rough spot, and finally 
have settled into a permanent home, barring normal wear and tear. 

My path has not been without thorns, but at least the work has kept me 
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and my co-workers from being lonesome. As I looked back over the building 
up of our own library, when, during the World War 40 sets of domestic 
periodicals were completed within one year, when money could not be spent 
to advantage for foreign ones, I considered it the hardest year’s work of my 
life. I could not help but look with a sympathetic eye on the great mass of 
wants of my fellow librarians in the Association. The method of conducting 
the Exchange during the past decade reminds one of a huge storehouse, a 
library working within a library, the circulation of the Exchange among 
members to be in turn circulated among the users of each library. The large 
amount of material offered by 70 or more libraries each year certainly must 
approximate the total circulation of the libraries themselves. 

The membership during this third period has been recruited largely from 
among the medium and smaller libraries, and many letters from them bear 
witness to the great value of the Exchange. 

Concerning the least of these, perhaps their work and usefulness seems 
unimportant in the eyes of some of the older established and important li- 
braries in the large centers, but, then, who is to judge of the importance 
of the work which the libraries are doing in the smaller and more isolated 
locations? All large libraries should be glad to give to the smaller ones, from 
their abundant stores, the common material which they no longer need, 
and even throw in a “Claude Bernard” for good measure. Dr. Osler, just 36 
years ago, in his presidential address before the Association in 1902 (Aeguani- 
mitas, chapter 15), voiced the same hope that the small libraries would be 
helped by the larger ones. May his great spirit of helpfulness towards the 
Association in those days continue to be fulfilled in this grasping and com- 
petitive age! 

On the whole, during the past decade I would say that the altruistic aim 
of the Exchange has been met quite successfully, for there are few conscience- 
less members, ‘‘praise be,” although the Exchange has not reached Utopia 
any more than have other fields of human endeavor. Those who follow the 
letter of the by-laws only, and offer obviously ‘picked’ lists, when they 
could do better, are very few indeed. I have no way of knowing, but my 
intuition tells me that ‘‘verily, they receive their reward,” for my experience 
with librarians is that they are a fairly “‘canny’’ group of humans. Even the few 
ethereal and tenuous lists are checked. New members see desirable items, 
although others may not need them, so the endless grist of duplicates goes into 
the hopper and comes out here and there, making glad the hearts of many, 
while bringing disappointment to the few, but then there is always another 
chance! 

After all, the Exchange is not meant to be a dealer’s paradise, with offer- 
ings of complete sets or even of complete runs to fill in quickly those ever 
present gaps. It is not the ‘‘all of life’ to the majority of libraries, and therein 
lies its provocative “Pandora’s box’’ quality; when a package is opened and 
one sees the long sought item that will complete the file, there is general 
rejoicing which mitigates, somewhat, the sting of those inevitable “duplicates” 
which surely come in the course of the season. No one wishes more than 
the manager that these “imps” of the Exchange would disappear, never 
more to return, but that ideal state is in the future, and will culminate in the 
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aforesaid Utopia. You will have to work toward that end, which would be 
perfection, just as Thoreau said, ‘‘Beauty—ah, you have to work for beauty.” 

The problem within the Exchange at the present moment is to distribute 
the large amount of material offered quickly enough to avoid duplication. No 
library should offer more material than they can conveniently distribute within 
a reasonable length of time. The need for clearing shelves of duplicates, of 
course, contributes to this flaw in our set-up, and untrained help, during this 
reign of the N.Y.A. and W.P.A., etc., think sometimes that if one copy is 
needed two or more will be better, and throw them in so that they may have 
a clean bill, showing the shelves are cleared! 

Most libraries experience the results of this practice sooner or later, hence 
the patience of all is to be commended. Perfection will be more nearly reached 
when the material is sent out from a central depot again, by a responsible 
manager, efficient and of good judgment, aided by a trained corps of shipping 
clerks. How many hands go up signifying that they know the first million 
dollars is in sight? 

I sincerely believe each member resolves to be more careful in addressing 
and sending out material, after experiencing trying mistakes from their sister 
libraries, and, after all, half the battle has been won when we are conscious 
of our mistakes and determine to remedy them. There is really a limit to the 
directions a manager may send out when there is no head to carry them out 
with understanding. Great improvement has been made in compiling lists 
compared with the situation ten years ago. 

The new members have no conception, until they have distributed their 
first list, what an undertaking is involved. I sometimes fear the long list of 
directions for ‘‘distribution of material’ deters them, so I am sending out 
only the ‘‘directions for checking”’ at first, and they seem to grasp them quickly 
enough. 

Once more, I extend great credit and hearty thanks to the officers of the 
Association ; to my willing and long suffering co-workers, as well as to every 
member of our Association for their long continued help and consideration. 
And now, as Dr. Francis has been good enough to say concerning us, when 
he quoted a motto which Dr. Osler had borrowed from the College of 
Physicians, may we continue “non sibi sed toti’—‘‘unselfishly for the good 
of all.” 

ELLA B. LAWRENCE, Manager. 


EXPENSES OF THE EXCHANGE 


1937-1938 
Mimeographing ..... ree eee ee 
Assigning ... a Se ee 
Supplies .... asec cee 
ae ee Ao RN rr ny ary ae 85.82 


$1,365.23 


LIBRARIES DISTRIBUTING MATERIAL 
Abbott Laboratories, North Chicago, Illinois 
Academy of Medicine of Northern New Jersey, Newark 
Academy of Medicine, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
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Alameda County Medical Library, Oakland, California 
Allegheny General Hospital, Medical Library, Pittsburgh 

American Medical Association, Chicago 

Boston Medical Library 

Boston University School of Medicine 

Charlotte Medical Library, Charlotte, North Carolina 

California State Medical Library, Los Angeles 

College of Physicians of Philadelphia 









Columbia University, College of Physicians and Surgeons 
Cornell University Medical College 

Detroit Public Library, Medical Science Department 
Doctérs’ Library, Children’s Memorial Hospital, Chicago 
Foochow Christian Union Hospital, Foochow, Fukien, China 
Geisinger Memorial Hospital, Danville, Pennsylvania 
Georgetown University Medical School, Washington, D.C. ¢ 
Grand Rapids Public Library (Special Gift) 

Harvard Medical School, Boston 

Harvard University Dental School, Boston 

Hennepin County Medical Society, Minneapolis 

Indiana University Medical Center 

Iowa State Medical Library, Des Moines 

James M. Jackson Memorial Hospital, Miami 


Jefferson County Medical Society and University of Louisville 
John Crerar Library, Chicago 
Library, Medical College, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 


Lilly Research Laboratories, Indianapolis 
Loyola University School of Medicine, Chicago 

Marquette University School of Medicine, Milwaukee 

Mayo Clinic Library, Rochester, Minnesota 

McGill University, Medical Library, Montreal 

Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of the State of Maryland 
Medical Society of the City and County of Denver 

Medical Society of the County of Kings, Brooklyn 

Mercy Hospital Staff Library, Pittsburgh 

Milwaukee Academy of Medicine 

Mount Sinai Hospital Library, Philadelphia 

Municipal Sanatorium Library, Otisville, New York 

National Institute of Health, Library, Washington, D.C. 

National Jewish Hospital, Medical Library, Denver 
Neuro-Psychiatric Institute and Hospital of the Hartford Retreat 
New York Academy of Medicine 

New York Medical College and Flower Hospital, Prentiss Library 
New York State Library, Albany 

North Pacific College of Oregon, Dental Library, Portland, Oregon 
Northwestern University, Dental School, Chicago 

Northwestern University, Medical School, Chicago 

Orleans Parish Medical Society, New Orleans 

Pierce County Medical Society, Seattle, Washington 

Pittsburgh Academy of Medicine 

Pittsburgh University Dental School 

Protozoélogical Laboratory, University of California, Berkeley 
Ramsey County Medical Society, St. Paul, Minnesota 

Rochester Academy of Medicine, Rochester, New York 
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research, New York City 
Rowland Medical Library, University of Mississippi 

Rudolph Matas Medical Library, Tulane University of Louisiana 
St. Francis Hospital, Internes’ Library, Peoria, Illinois 

St. Louis County Medical Society, Duluth, Minnesota 

St. Louis University School of Medicine 
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San Diego County Medical Society 

Tufts College, Medical and Dental School, Boston 
University of Arkansas, School of Medicine 

University of Illinois, Medical and Dental Library 
University of Michigan, Medical Library 

University of Minnesota, Biological Medical Library 
University of North Carolina, Medical Library 

University of Oregon, School of Medicine 

University of Rochester, School of Medicine and Dentistry 
University of Virginia 

University of Wisconsin, School of Medicine 

Vancouver Medical Association 

Vanderbilt University, School of Medicine 

Wake Forest College of Medicine, Wake Forest, North Carolina 
Walter R. Steiner Medical Library, Hartford, Connecticut 
Washington University School of Dentistry, St. Louis 
White Memorial Hospital Library, Los Angeles 

Worcester State Hospital, Worcester, Massachusetts 


COMMITTEE ON THE INDEXING OF MEDICAL LITERATURE 


Abstracting and indexing journals were fully discussed at a joint meeting 
of the College Librarians of the Middle West, University and Reference 
Librarians, and the American Library Association Periodicals Section, Decem- 
ber 30, 1937, in Chicago, with A. F. Kuhlman presiding. The outstanding 
feature of the discussion was the unanimous agreement on a resolution re- 
questing a thorough study of abstracting and indexing services, presented by 
Mrs. Barbara Cowles, chairman of the Committee on Indexes and Abstracting 
Services of the Periodicals Section. The original resolution, as amended, was 
indorsed by the Medical Library Association through Mr. James F. Ballard, 
President, and by the Periodicals Committee of the American Library Associa- 
tion, and reads as follows: 


Resolved: That the American Library Association Executive Board take the necessary 
steps for the creation of a joint committee consisting of an official representative of the 
American Library Association and of similar representatives of the Medical Library 
Association, the Special Libraries Association, the Association of Research Libraries, the 
International Federation of Library Associations, the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, Social Science Research Council, the American Council of 
Learned Societies, the National Research Council, the International Institute of In- 
tellectual Co-operation, and of other bodies which in the board’s opinion are seriously 
concerned, this joint committee to formulate a plan for the study and solution of 
the most pressing problems connected with the publication of indexing and abstracting 
services covering the literature of the several scientific, humanistic, social science, 
learned, professional, and business fields; and be it further 

Resolved: That this joint committee be authorized to carry out its plan if it can 
secure sufficient financial support.* 


In view of the above discussion, the resolution that was passed, and its 
endorsement by the Medical Library Association, this Committee has decided 
to await the announcement of the program of study to be conducted by this 
Joint Committee before proceeding further to analyze the mass of material 


* Amer. Lib. Asso. Bulletin, Feb. 1938. 
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already collected. It would seem that, should such a committee begin its work 
in the near future, the material gathered together by our Committee might 
save much time and effort, if it were turned over to the Joint Committee. Be- 
lieving that further work along this line should be done under the Joint 
Committee, which is to have an official representative from this Association, 
we have halted our work until we have further word of the plans of this 
Joint Committee. We feel that the appointment of such a committee is a most 
encouraging sign. The results of a co-operative study of this problem by The 
American Library Association; The Medical Library Association; The Special 
Libraries Association; The Association of Research Libraries; The Interna- 
tional Federation of Library Associations; The American Association for the 
Advancement of Science; The Social Science Research Council; The American 
Council of Learned Societies; The National Research Council; The Interna- 
tional Institute of Intellectual Co-operation; and other bodies seriously con- 
cerned, will be conclusive, and their recommendations insured of a hearing. 
ELEANOR Fair, Chairman. 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


The Membership Committee reports that the following applicants for 
membership in the Medical Library Association during the period beginning 
May 24, 1937 and ending June 27, 1938 have been approved by the Executive 
Committee: 


ET OPEL TE CO OT 17 
IPCC CC OTE ET ETUC TCT TT 40 
I IOI ook vSe uc dawnecaadacesxveves 46 
ND ic acdix ee Rais RG Or ae weld a ale oo ensiewe te oes 103 


Library Members: 

1. Abbot Laboratories Library, North Chicago, Illinois. 

2. Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital Library, Cooperstown, New York. 

3. Brittingham Memorial Library, City Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio. 

4. Cook County Hospital Medical Library, Chicago, Illinois. 

5. Grant Hospital Medical Library, Chicago, Illinois. 

6. Greenville General Hospital Library, Greenville, South Carolina. 

7. Hamilton Academy of Medicine Library, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. 

8. James M. Jackson Memorial Hospital Library, Miami, Florida. 

9. Louisville University, School of Dentistry Library, Louisville, Kentucky. 

10. William Ropes May Memorial Library, Willard Parker Hospital, New York City. 
11. Metropolitan Hospital Medical Library, Welfare Island, New York City. 

12. North Carolina University Medical Library, Chapel Hill, North Carolina. 

13. Northwest Clinic Library, Minot, North Dakota. 

14. St. Francis Hospital Medical Library, Wichita, Kansas. 

15. South Carolina Medical Association Medical Library, Seneca, South Carolina. 

16. Charles $. Wilson Memorial Hospital Medical Library, Johnson City, New York. 
17. Worcester Medical Library, Inc., Worcester, Massachusetts. 


Supporting Members: 


1. Marr Bisaillon, M.D., Stevens Building, Portland, Oregon. 
2. I. C. Brill, M.D., Medical Arts Building, Portland, Oregon. 











36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
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. Madeline R. Brown, M.D., 412 Beacon St., Boston, Massachusetts. 
. Wallace H. Cole, M.D., Lowry Medical Arts Building, St. Paul, Minnesota. 


R. B. Dillehunt, M.D., Medical Dental Building, Portland, Oregon. 


. John Fallon, M.D., 390 Main St., Worcester, Massachusetts. 

. Ralph A. Fenton, M.D., Medical Arts Building, Portland, Oregon. 

. John F. Fulton, M.D., 333 Cedar St., New Haven, Connecticut. 

. Otto C. Gaub, M.D., Alleghany General Hospital, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
. Mr. E. P. Goldschmidt, 45 Old Bond St., London, England. 

. Mr. Paul Gottschalk, 57 Neuhuyskade, The Hague, Holland. 

. E. F. Horine, M.D., Breslau Medical Building, Louisville, Kentucky. 

. Thomas M. Joyce, M.D., Mayer Building, Portland, Oregon. 

4. Emerson Crosby Kelly, M.D., 269 South Main St., Albany, New York. 

. Frederick A. Kiehle, M.D., Medical Arts Building, Portland, Oregon. 

. Merrill F. King, M.D., 82 Commonwealth Ave., Boston, Massachusetts. 

. Hugh F. Leahy, M.D., 360 State St., Albany, New York. 

. Albert Mathieu, M.D., Stevens Building, Portland, Oregon. 

. Ralph C. Matson, M.D., Stevens Building, Portland, Oregon. 

. Hyman Miller, M.D., 672 South Westlake Ave., Los Angeles, California. 

. George R. Minot, M.D., Thorndike Memorial Laboratory, Boston, City Hospital, 


Boston, Massachusetts. 


. Frank R. Mount, M.D., Medical Arts Building, Portland, Oregon. 

. Charles F. Painter, M.D., 520 Commonwealth Ave., Boston, Massachusetts. 
4. Michel Pijoan, M.D., 124 Commonwealth Ave., Boston, Massachusetts. 

. Joseph H. Pratt, M.D., New England Medical Center, Boston, Massachusetts. 
. M. Pierce Rucker, M.D., 1238 Rothesay Road, Richmond, Virginia. 

27. Goodrich C. Schauffler, M.D., Medical Arts Building, Portland, Oregon. 

. A. B. Schwartz, M.D., 2018 E. North Ave., Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

29. 
30. 
51. 
32. 
a. 
34. 
55. 


Laurence Selling, M.D., Mayer Building, Portland, Oregon. 

Frank C. Smith, M.D., 106 W. 7th St., Charlotte, North Carolina. 

Benjamin Spector, M.D., 416 Huntington Ave., Boston, Massachusetts. 

Robert M. Stecher, M.D., City Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio. 

M. E. Steinberg, M.D., Medical Arts Building, Portland, Oregon. 

C. Thompson, M.D., Millen, Georgia. 

Gerald D. Timmons, D.D.S., University Indiana School of Dentistry, Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 

R. S. Titus, M.D., 330 Dartmouth St., Boston, Massachusetts. 

F. H. Verhoeff, M.D., 61 Monmouth St., Brookline, Massachusetts. 

Maurice Nihill Walsh, M.D., Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota. 

H. P. Werkman, D.D.S., Univ. Indiana School of Dentistry, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Paul D,. White, M.D., Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts. 


Professional Members: 


z. 
2. 


3. 
. Mrs. Elizabeth H. Bohnenberger, State Board of Health Library, Jacksonville, 


Miss Eva May Alcorn, Washington University School of Medicine Library, St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

Miss Isabelle T. Anderson, Ramsey County Medical Society Library, St. Paul, 
Minnesota. 

Dr. George L. Banay, Worcester State Hospital Library, Worcester, Massachusetts. 


Florida. 


. Miss Margaret Botbyl, Montefiore Hospital Medical Library, New York City. 
. Miss Mary O. Boynton, University of Vermont Medical Library, Burlington, Ver- 


mont. 


. Miss Estelle Brodman, Columbia University Medical Library, New York City. 
. Miss Geraldine E. S. Cartwright, Frederic Henry Gerrish Memorial Library, Central 


Main General Hospital, Lewiston, Maine. 


. Mrs. Eleanor N. Coffyn, Boston Medical Library, Boston, Massachusetts. 
. Mr. John M. Connor, Columbia University Medical Library, New York City. 
. Miss Marion F. Dondale, Albany Medical College Medical Library, Albany, New 


York. 

































































. Miss Carolyn Ruth Ehlert, 307 South Saint Asaph St., Alexandria, Virginia. 
. Mr. Thomas P. Fleming, Columbia University Medical Library, New York City. 
. Mrs. Sarah Wilson George, New York Academy of Medicine Library, New York 


20. 
21. 


aa. 
23. 
24. 
y J 
26. 


27. 
28. 


29. 
30. 


31. 
32. 


33. 


34. 
. Jeannette Dean Throckmorton, M.D., lowa State Medical Library, Des Moines, lowa. 
36. 
37. 


38. 


40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 


44. 
45. 


. Miss Rose Hia Zissman, Mt. Sinai Hospital Library, Chicago, Illinois. 


REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 


City. 


. Miss Gladys Wilmot Graham, Memorial Medical Library, St. Margaret Hospital, 


Hammond, Indiana. 


. Miss Gertrude Hoffman, University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry 


Library, Rochester, New York. 


. Miss Anna C. Holt, Harvard University Medical School Library, Boston, Massa- 


chusetts. 


. Miss Margaret E. Hughes, University of Oregon Medical School Library, Portland, 


Oregon. 


. Miss Esther Judkins, Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research Library, New York 


City. 

Miss Frances Hammerton Kelly, Carnegie Library School, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Mrs. Minnie G. Loevenhart, University of Wisconsin Medical School Library, Madi- 
son, Wisconsin, 

Dr. Sterling N. Loveland, Harvard University Dental School Library, Boston, Massa- 
chusetts. 

Miss Alice M. McCann, University Pittsburgh School of Dentistry Library, Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. 

Mrs. Madeline P. Mahoney, Medical Branch, Free Public Library, Atlantic City, 
New Jersey. 

Mrs. Madalene Marshall, Northwestern University Dental School Library, Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Miss Margaret O'Byrne, Georgetown University Medical School Library, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Miss Susan O'Leary, Dept. Pensions and National Health Library, Ottawa, Canada. 

Mrs. Charlotte H. Peters, Laboratory of Physiology, Yale University Medical School, 
New Haven, Connecticut. 

Miss Edith Portman, Mellon Institute for Industrial Research Library, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 

Miss Gladys Ramsey, University of Wisconsin Medical School Library, Madison, 
Wisconsin. 

Miss Alice Virginia Rogers, 5215 Pitt St., New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Miss Dorothy L. Ruble, University of Minnesota, Biological Medical Library, Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota. 

Mr. Charles F. Smith, New York Academy of Medicine Library, New York City. 

Miss Helen Symonds, Boston City Hospital Medical Library, Boston, Massachusetts. 


Miss Florence E. Turner, Boston Medical Library, Boston, Massachusetts. 

Miss Janie Turner, University of Georgia School of Medicine Library, Augusta, 
Georgia. 

Miss Elsie A. Van Allen, Sir Rotan Tata Library, Tata Memorial Hospital, Parel, 
Bombay, India. 


. Miss Louise Walker, Archibald Church Library, Northwestern University Medical 


School, Chicago, Illinois. 

Mrs. Mabel Walker, Indiana University School of Dentistry Library, Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 

Miss Mildred E. Walter, University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry 
Library, Rochester, New York. 

Miss Marjorie Wildes, Yale University School of Medicine Library, New Haven, 
Connecticut. 

Miss Julia E. Wilson, University of Maryland School of Medicine Library, Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

Mrs. Zoe Wright, W. K. Kellogg Foundation Library, Battle Creek, Michigan. 

Miss Isabella F. Young, George Washington School of Medicine Library, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 
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Summary of Memberships: 
Honorary Library Supporting Professional Total 
Membership May 23, 1937 219 88 112 433 
New Members, May 24, 1937-June 27, 
1938 40 
Reinstated 





Resigned May 24, 1937-June 27, 1938.. 
Deceased May 24, 1937-June 27, 1938.. 1 








Membership June 27, 1938 234 121 148 516 
In addition, five applications for library membership have been received with the 
request that they be added as of July 1, 1938. 


Mr. Ballard wrote an open letter to Association members in the October, 
1937, number of the Bulletin, urging that more supporting members be 
secured. The Committee members followed this with personal letters and 
interviews and also brought the matter to the attention of librarians of library 
members through a letter in question and answer form which stressed the 
different types of memberships and reasons for joining the association. Many 
non-member libraries which had not recently been approached on the subject 
of membership were invited to become members. Through the kindness of 
Dr. Viets, it was possible for the Committee to publish progress reports in the 
Bulletin. 

A geographical file of supporting and professional members has been 
made to accompany a similar file for library members which was compiled 
some years ago. This has proven to be a valuable tool as an aid to committee 
members working in various parts of the country and as a cross check on the 
alphabetical file. 

The members of the Committee, Mrs. Mildred S. Farrow, Mrs. Helen 
Monahan, Miss Gladys Ramsey, Miss Mae L. Walker, Miss Janie Turner and 
Mrs. Margaret C. Cornell have given enthusiastic assistance in furthering the 
committee work during the past year and I thank them most sincerely for their 
co-operation. In turn, they join me in thanking the many individuals who have 
secured new members for the Association. Without this help, much of our 
work would have been in vain, for in the final analysis, it is the individual 
efforts which count most in increasing membership. 

BERTHA B. HALLAM, Chairman. 


PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 


The principal activity of the Committee is, naturally, the publication of 
the Bulletin. This year, we have published Volume 26, consisting of four 
numbers with a total of 278 pages. There has been some change in the ap- 
pearance of the Bu/letin and an attempt has been made to increase the attractive- 
ness of this publication which serves to bind together all the members of 
the Medical Library Association. It is hoped that the publication has been 
useful, as well as instructive. In the future, the Editor would like to publish a 
volume up to 300 pages, and add to the material already appearing, other 











60 REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 


features which should be of interest to medical librarians. Brief check lists of 
material in special libraries throughout the country would be of distinct value, 
for many of us would like to know where items of particular importance are 
to be found or how complete a collection is, when writing an article on a 
given subject. Information may be conveyed by check lists which is almost of 
equal value to that found in a prepared essay. In various parts of the country, 
there are special collections, knowledge of which should be more wide-spread. 
Where would one turn for information about Mexican medical books; books 
on pioneer American physicians who went to the Far West or Alaska; doctors 
who have influenced the development of Hawaii or the Philippines; travel 
books in general by doctors; collections of books on special individuals, such 
as Beaumont, Osler, etc., and other service of similar nature? The Editor 
would be glad to publish such lists in future numbers of the Bulletin. 

One of the principal changes in the Bulletin is the appearance of advertise- 
ments in Volume 26, something that has been lacking in the past years. Thanks 
and the entire credit for this feature should go to Mr. Ballard. The income 
of the Bulletin has thus been considerably increased. The Editor and Mr. Bal- 
lard, who has acted as Business Manager, have kept down the cost of printing 
and distribution below the budget. Additional revenue, however, from ad- 
vertising and subscriptions, has allowed the Bulletin to accumulate a moderate 
balance. Such a balance might well be used in the future to increase the 
size of the Bulletin and perhaps publish it on better paper. A financial report 
of the Bulletin for 1937-38, Volume 26, is appended. 

Old departments of the Bulletin have been continued and new depart- 
ments of ‘Book Notes,” ‘Recent Catalogs” and ‘‘Miscellaneous Notes” have 
been added. The Editor must depend largely upon the members of the 
Medical Library Association for material to keep these departments going. 
It is not the intention of the Editor to review books in general but only to 
call attention to certain publications of interest to medical librarians which 
might, otherwise, not come to their attention. 

The Editor is particularly indebted for material supplied by Mrs. Judith 
Wallen Hunt, Miss Isabelle T. Anderson, Miss Janet Doe and Miss Sue 


Biethan. HENRY R. Viets, M.D., Chairman. 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

1937-1938 

RECEIPTS 
I ib i 5:6 ranink by ke ew READ IES $1,100.00 
Advertising—Oct.-Jan. . . ; “vane en 173.55 
Bills collectible—May Bulletin ............. 94.80 
Subscriptions and Current Numbers ........ . 38.31 
Total Mecewts .... 6.6 icccncccens $1,406.66 

EXPENDITURES 

Printing and Distribution .............. . $1,075.08 
Miscellaneous Expense ............... as 24.35 
$1,099.43 
RR ee are eae ee 307.23 


$1,406.66 
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COMMITTEE ON PERIODICALS AND SERIAL PUBLICATIONS 


THE COST OF GERMAN PERIODICALS 


The usual comparative study of the prices of German periodicals, including 
a study of the per page price has been made. These figures have been tabulated 
as in last year’s report. The figures for 1932 represent the base line, and the 
figures for 1936 and 1937 are compared. The table shows the comparative 
figu*s for total prices paid. 

1.. order to obtain a fair basis for comparison, the figures as given pre- 
viously for the Springer journals for 1932, 1935 and 1936 have had to be 
slightly revised. This was necessary due to the fact that the Springer price 
lists as well as our lists itemized the price for the Beitrage zur Klinik der 
Tuberkulose, including the Zentralblatt, while the Zentralblatt was also listed 
separately in Group B. This duplication of prices had to be corrected so that 
the total prices for Group A, as well as the individual prices for this journal, 
show a deviation from those published in previous reports. 

A study of the total of the list prices paid during the past year shows 
an increase of 76.45 RM in the prices of the Springer journals containing 
original material when compared with 1936 prices, and an increase of 249 
RM when compared with 1935 prices. In other words, 1935 represents the 
lowest total price, and since then there has been a cumulative increase of 249 
RM in the list prices of these journals. The total price reduction for this 
group, when the prices for 1937 are compared with those for 1932, shows 
a decrease of 3,882.30 RM, or 40%. 

When the 1937 prices of the abstract journals, Group B, are considered, 
we find that there has been a decrease of 196.45 RM over 1936 prices, and 
a cumulative decrease of 124 RM when compared with 1935 prices. When 
compared with 1932 prices, this group shows an increase of 152.95 RM, or 
5.32%. 

The total 1937 prices of the Springer journals show a decrease of 120 RM 
when compared with 1936 prices, a total cumulative increase of 125 RM 
when compared with 1935 prices, and a total reduction since 1932 of 3,729.35 
RM, or 29.66%. When the 1937 discount prices for the Springer journals are 
considered, the reduction compared with 1932 prices is 5,940.15 RM, or 
47.25%. 

In analyzing the prices of the various journals, it seems that the increases 
or decreases are not very great for any individual journal. Those showing the 
greatest variation were the Zeitschrift fir die gesamte Neurologie, which 
showed an increase of 63.80 RM, and the Deutsche Zeitschrift fir Chirurgie, 
which showed a decrease of 58 RM. 

In general the fluctuation of prices seems to be proportional to either the 
increase or decrease in the number of pages printed. The number of pages 
published in the Springer journals containing original material during 1937 
exceeded the number in 1936 by 1,039 pages. The average page reduction since 
1932 is 42.60% for the Group A journals. The pages of the abstract journals 
were not counted. There was practically no change in the per page price for 
the journals in Group A when compared with 1935 and 1936. 

The journals not published by Springer have also gone up in price. The 
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list price for 1937 compared with 1936 prices shows an increase of 184.80 
RM; when compared with 1935, the increase was 169.60. The lowest price 
level for these journals was that for 1936. Compared with 1932, the list prices 
showed a decrease of 988.30 RM, or 28.08%. When the discount price is 
considered, the decrease was 1,620.92 RM, or 46.05%. 

Total list prices for 1937 from all sources show an increase of 64.80 RM 
over 1936 prices, and 294.60 RM when compared with 1935. The total 
decrease since 1932 was 4,717.65 RM, or 29.32%. When the discount price 
is included, the reduction was 7,561.07 RM, or 47%. 


SUPPLEMENTS TO PERIODICALS 


There are still two journals which publish monograph supplements at an 
additional charge, and which do not have series titles which would permit 
them to be considered as separate publications to which librarians might sub- 
scribe or not as they saw fit. The price of the Archiv fiir Kinderheilkunde is 
60 RM without the supplements; when they are included the price is 85.20 
RM. The price of the Zeitschrift fiir Orthopddie is 65.60 RM, and when the 
supplements are included, the price is 105.60 RM, and this price does not 
include the Verhandlungen der Deutschen Ortho padischen Gesellschaft, which 
is also a supplement, but which does form a separate series and can therefore 
be regarded, if so desired, as a separate subscription. It seems unfair not to 
include the prices of these monographic “Beihefte’’ in the total prices of 
the journals. Therefore, if they are still published in this form, they will be 
included in next year’s price report. That the question of the prices of periodi- 
cals is still an active one in Germany is evidenced by the fact that Dr. Rassow 
of the Gesellschaft Deutscher Naturforscher und Arzte asked for twenty re- 
prints of the resolution passed by the Association at the Richmond meetings 
in 1937. 


COST OF OTHER FOREIGN JOURNALS 


As noted in last year’s report, the French “Syndicat de la Presse Périodique”’ 
announced that the prices of French periodicals would be raised. The subscrip- 
tion prices of 47 representative French journals were studied. As the yearly 
prices for 1938 were announced in January, it was possible to draw conclu- 
sions for the current year. 

In 1937 there was an increase over 1936 prices of 310 fr., or 4.69%; in 
1938 there is an increase over 1936 prices of 1,158 fr., or 17.53%. This 
17.53% does not show the relative increase in price of the individual journals, 
some of the most important having increased from 40 to 60%. 

It seems regrettable that the French journals, which have hitherto been 
so reasonably priced, should have been forced to increase their subscription 
rates to this extent. The increasing prices of journals is a situation which libra- 
ries are facing with difficulty, and it is certain that if it continues many li- 
braries will have to cut their subscription lists. In 1932 we saw what a vicious 
circle such a necessity involves, and yet it is impossible to continue to stretch 
budgets indefinitely. 

Only six American and three British journals have been drawn to my 
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attention as having gone up in cost, and there has not been any general : 
upward trend in prices in these countries during the past year. 


CONCLUSIONS REGARDING PRICES 


We find then that practically nothing has been gained in regard to further 
decreases in the cost of periodicals since 1935. The prices of the German 
journals have remained nearly the same, the increase being slight. They are 
still the most expensive of the periodicals. The French journals have increased 
in price. A few British and American journals have increased their subscrip- 
tion rates. There have been very few decreases in the subscription rates to 
periodicals in any country. Therefore, the situation in regard to a continued 
demand on library budgets, while much better than in 1932, is not so good 
as in 1935, and if the prices continue to creep upward each year, the future 
does not present a very bright outlook. 


NEW JOURNALS 


In spite of the great number of journals already being published, new 
journals continue to appear in large numbers. The list published in the Bulletin 
of the New Y ork Academy of Medicine shows 43 new titles; 2 more have come 
under your Chairman’s observation, making a total of 45 new journals for 
1937. It is certain that this list is not complete, and it is also certain that 45 
journals did not cease publication during the year, which means that the 
periodical literature is still increasing rapidly. 


ABSTRACT PUBLICATIONS 


The difficulties encountered by Biological Abstracts during its period of 
reorganization have been watched with great concern by everyone interested 
in the project. The proposed sliding scale of charges varied from $25.00 to 
$200.00, depending upon the size of the institution. The Committee sent out 
a letter to all members of the Medical Library Association on November 29, 
1937, as follows: 


DEAR COLLEAGUE: 


For your information, a copy of the letter just sent to the Board of Editors of 
Biological Abstracts is appended to this letter and is being sent to all members of the 
Medical Library Association. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) E1LERN R. CUNNINGHAM, Chairman. 
Committee on Periodicals and Serial Publications 
Medical Library Association 


Board of Editors and Special Committee on Arrangements, 
Biological Abstracts, Executive Offices, 

University of Pennsylvania, 

State College, Pennsylvania 


DEAR Sirs: 
The Committee on Periodicals and Serial Publications of the Medical Library 
Association has studied with interest and concern the tentative plans for the future 
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operation of Biological Abstracts. This Committee has worked in co-operation with the 
committees of other organizations and countries in an effort to prevent the increasing 
cost of serial publications, particularly those in the biological and medical sciences. 
During this work it has become very apparent that the publication of abstracts represents 
a serious problem. That Biological Abstracts in its effort to become self-supporting faces 
such a problem is recognized. The value of the publication of a well co-ordinated abstract 
journal is undoubted, but the wisdom of placing subscriptions on a service basis, such 
as outlined in the schedule of service charges just issued, does certainly deserve careful 
consideration by all groups interested and by the executives of the institutions involved. 

Importance to Medical Libraries and Medical Schools. The definition of a biologist 
rated for the purpose of the service plan basis as given in the booklet issued by Biological 
Abstracts November 15, 1937, is as follows: 

“Any person engaged in the study of plant or animal organisms (more spe- 

cifically, in the fields covered by Biological Abstracts), and associated profes- 

sionally with an institution or on its payroll.” 

The number of biologists for a master subscription rating at Vanderbilt University, 
for instance, is given by Biological Abstracts as 197. Such an interpretation obviously 
includes the greater part of the teaching staff in the School of Medicine. Any university 
having a medical school of even moderate size would be rated in the most expensive 
subscription group, comprising institutions with 51-250 biologists. If the proportional 
expense of a subscription is pro rated by the university to schools and departments, the 
burden would fall chiefly on medical schools and biological departments. 

It is not clear on what basis the libraries of medical societies would subscribe, as 
presumably they would not have persons on their payroll who fall under the definition 
of biologist as given, and yet they would undoubtedly find it necessary to have such an 
abstract journal available for their patrons. 

As medical schools are included in the rating, it seems unfortunate that Biological 
Abstracts is not considering the feasibility of obtaining the support of clinical and 
pathological societies and all biological societies for the establishment of a publication 
which would include material in these specialties. The need for a clinical abstract journal 
has already been noted by the Medical Library Association.* . . . 

The overlapping of abstracts appearing in Chemical Abstracts and Biological Ab- 
stracts has also been noted. The need for the co-ordination of abstracting service in this 
country is obvious. 

The possibility of issuing an abstract journal covering biological and clinical fields, 
with financial support from biological and clinical societies, should be considered. If 
such an abstracting service were issued in loose-leaf form, as well as in bound numbers, 
with two sets of page numbering so that scientists interested in only one or two special- 
ties could subscribe to these sections, with proportionate charges, such sections could 
be bound according to the sectional page numbers, and complete volumes by the inclusive 
page numbering. Similar double page numbering is already effectively in use in the 
Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine, where many affiliated sections are repre- 
sented. In this way, a neurologist or psychiatrist would have available biological, 
anatomical, and physiological abstracts, as well as clinical material in his field, and the 
number of personal subscriptions would be greatly increased. 

Conclusions. The question as to whether Biological Abstracts is of sufficient value 
to a university at the subscription charge at which that given institution is rated, is a 
question to be determined by each university, and is a matter of individual opinion. 
This Committee, however, does feel that the extension of service charges to publications 
of this nature and the subsidizing of literature in the manner outlined for Biological 
Abstracts is a dangerous and unfortunate move. Subscriptions on such a basis should not 
be placed until all possible alternatives have been studied. It is also the opinion of this 
Committee that libraries in this country cannot afford such master subscriptions, that 
a flat subscription rate of $25.00 to $30.00 for libraries, general or departmental, and 
a reduced rate to members of affiliated biological societies and the staff members of 
institutions already subscribing to one or more copies on a library rate, would be a 
preferable arrangement. 


* Med. Lib. Assn. Bulletin, N.S. 25:146, 1936. 
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Copies of this letter will be sent to all members of the Medical Library Association 
and to the committees of the various library associations interested in this problem. 
Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) E1LEEN R. CUNNINGHAM, Chairman. 
Committee on Periodicals and Serial Publications 
Medical Library Association 

Dr. A. F. Kuhlman, Chairman of the American Library Association Uni- 
versity and Reference Librarians’ Round Table, at the joint meeting of this 
group with the College Librarians of the Middle West and the American 
Library Association Periodical Sections, held in Chicago, Thursday, December, 
1937, arranged a symposium on indexing and abstracting services. Dr. Kuhl- 
man realized that many university librarians were deeply interested in the new 
service plan for Biological Abstracts, and also that certain studies were in 
progress regarding the overlapping of indexing and abstracting journals, which 
he believed would be pertinent to the problem. 

Mrs. Barbara Cowles, Chairman of the Committee on Indexing and Ab- 
stracting Services of the American Library Association Periodical Section, sent 
a report* to the meeting which was read by Dr. Leon Carnovsky. She analyzed 
the complaints of the services into five main criticisms: 1. the large amount 
of duplication of material indexed in allied subject fields; 2. the complete lack 
of coverage in some important fields; 3. the time-lag between the appearance 
of material and its treatment by the services; 4. the high cost of the services, 
particularly to large libraries; 5. the “‘service basis’ as a method of subscription 
for certain services. 

She found approximately 200 services operating at present, this figure 
including of course those abstract sections appearing in current periodicals. 
Mrs. Cowles’ report took up the abstract situation in the fields of industrial 
arts and chemistry in detail. From this survey, she came to the conclusion that 
there is an embarrassingly large number of services, and the cost of publica- 
tion is a drain upon the resources of the associations which sponsor them, while 
the cost of subscribing is a drain upon libraries. There is lack of coverage in 
several fields, unnecessary duplication in others. The members of her Com- 
mittee did not believe that the correction of a few of the difficulties would 
solve the problem. They felt that a co-operative study in which scientific and 
learned societies would collaborate with librarians would be advisable. The 
solution for the present chaotic situation would be to establish a centralized 
service for indexing and abstracting. A recommendation in the form of a 
resolution was presented to the meeting by her Committee, urging that a 
detailed study of the situation be made. 

Dr. Kuhlman asked your Chairman to read a papert discussing the prob- 
lem of abstracts in the medical sciences at the joint meeting. It was im- 
mediately apparent that the same difficulties regarding overlapping and publica- 
tion of abstracts which were noted in Mrs. Cowles’ survey, existed also in the 
field of medical sciences. A list of abstract journals of interest to medicine 
was compiled. Any library subscribing to all of the journals on this list would 
have to expend $1,156.16 annually. In addition, more than 146 clinical peri- 
odicals have abstract sections. 


* Library Journal, 63:265-271, 1938. 
+ Med. Lib. Assn. Bulletin, NS. 26: no. 4, 1938. 











66 REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 


The conclusion reached from this study of medical abstract journals was 
that the establishment of an abstracting bureau, which would be national, and 
perhaps international in scope, seemed the best approach to the problem. 
Every effort should be made to establish the custom of furnishing author 
abstracts when papers are submitted for publication. The elimination of dupli- 
cation should be striven for, and the publication of an abstract journal with 
two sets of page numbering (one for complete volumes, the other for subject 
sections for the benefit of individual subscribers in the specialties) , might be 
desirable. An immediate survey of existing services now publishing abstracts 
in the medical and biological sciences should be begun. Such a survey should 
have the backing of the various learned societies and library associations. Until 
some practical plan can be formulated, there does not seem much hope of 
obtaining any aid from the scientific societies. 

It is interesting that Mrs. Cowles’ Committee and the group from the 
Medical Library Association have come to exactly similar conclusions as the 
result of work carried on independently in widely divergent fields. 

Before the meeting adjourned, a resolution was presented requesting the 
Executive Board of the American Library Association to take steps to create a 
joint committee consisting of an official representative from each of the various 
library associations and learned societies, to formulate a plan for the study 
and solution of the problems connected with the publication of indexing and 
abstracting services. The resolution was carried as follows: 


Resolved, That the American Library Association Executive Board take the necessary 
steps for the creation of a joint committee consisting of an official representative of the 
American Library Association and of similar representatives of the Medical Library 
Association, the Special Libraries Association, the Association of Research Libraries, the 
International Federation of Library Associations, the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, the Social Science Research Council, the American Council of 
Learned Societies, the National Research Council, the International Institute of Intel- 
lectual Co-operation, and of other bodies which in the Board’s opinion are seriously 
concerned ; this joint committee to formulate a plan for the study and solution of the 
most pressing problems connected with the publication of indexing and abstracting 
services covering the literature of the several scientific, humanistic, social science, learned, 
professional, and business fields; and be it further 

Resolved, That this joint committee be authorized to carry out its plan if it can 
secure sufficient financial support. 


It is to be hoped that this Committee will be formed and can inaugurate 
some constructive work along the lines proposed. 

Mr. Charles H. Brown, Chairman of the Periodical Committee of the 
American Library Association, reviewed the plan for financing Biological 
Abstracts. The outlook at that time was very gloomy and it seemed possible 
that publication might have to be suspended. Therefore, it is now very gratify- 
ing to librarians and biologists to be able to report that Biolgical Abstracts will 
continue publication under a new Board of Trustees, with Dr. John E. Flynn 
as Editor-in-Chief, and that they have been able to obtain sufficient funds to 
guarantee the publication of volume 12 and the indexes for volume 10 and 
volume 11. The Board has announced that they consider the subsidy plan 
under which present funds have been raised as a temporary measure, for a 
period of two years, possibly less, and pledge themselves to a resumption of 
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publication on a flat subscription basis as soon as possible. Subscription rates 
for volume 12 are being handled on the following basis: Institutions must 
meet subsidy assessment at the same rate as originally announced, but on the 
basis of an institutional responsibility rather than a library obligation, other 
than for $25.00 for a first copy and $7.00 for additional copies. This means 
that American institutions are putting up a temporary subsidy to see Biological 
Abstracts through this crisis, and this is not to be regarded as a service 
basis charge. American libraries not connected with institutions can subscribe 
at an arbitrary figure of $85.00. For foreign libraries and personal subscrip- 
tions, a flat figure of $25.00 has been set. Several committees are studying tenta- 
tive plans of publication. It is hoped that a final plan can be announced in 
the fall. 

A study of the whole question of the ‘‘service basis charges’’ is being made 
by the Association of Research Libraries under the direction of Mr. Miles 
Price. Mr. Wilson is also preparing a report regarding his services. 


STANDARDIZATION OF PERIODICALS 


Your Chairman is keeping in touch with developments regarding standardi- 
zation, and proposals are being presented to the international groups which 
it is hoped will further this work. It is desirable to have national groups formed 
in some of the larger countries to work on the problem of standardization 
in the publication of journals in special fields, or perhaps groups can be formed 
to cover a special field in several countries. It seems unlikely that much will 
be accomplished unless some personal effort through individual units is 
expended on the problem. 

I wish to thank the scientists and publishers of all countries in their efforts 
to assist in maintaining prices at low levels, and I implore their aid during 
the coming year in this vital problem. I wish to thank Miss Janet Doe for her 
aid in obtaining the data for this report, and Miss Florence Hayes for her 
splendid work in compiling the statistics and tables. To the other members of 
this Committee and to the members of the Association, I want to express my 
appreciation for their unfailing support in this work. 

EILEEN R. CUNNINGHAM, Chairman. 







PUBLIC DOCUMENTS COMMITTEE OF THE MEDICAL 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


At the last meeting of the Association your committee requested that mem- 
bers interested in the problem of collecting public documents examine their 
collections and communicate with the committee. While we were not so opti- 
mistic as to expect an overwhelming response, we felt that something might 
be accomplished without the annoyance of a questionnaire. However we are 
sorry to report that we have not received a single answer. We trust that this 
is not an indication of complete lack of interest in the matter, and will endeavor 
to approach the subject now by individual consultations. 

Two members of the committee, Miss Eleanor Fair and the chairman, 
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attended the session of the Public Documents Committee of the American 
Library Association at the New York meeting in June 1937. We wish to call 
attention to the papers presented there and published in Public Documents, 
American Library Association, Chicago, 1937, and particularly to the paper 
on “Regional State Document Exchange Depositories and Regional State 
Document Centers,” by Thomas P. Fleming and Maxine Hegland. Afterwards 
we had an informal meeting with Mr. Jerome K. Wilcox, chairman of the 
American Library Association committee, and Mr. Fleming, who is now li- 
brarian of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University. From 
this discussion it would seem that the American Library Association plan 
of regional centers is not yet developed to a point where the Medical Library 
Association could co-operate. 

Since your chairman was appointed a member of the American Documen- 
tation Institute, representing the Association, it seems appropriate to report 
on its meeting in Washington on January 27, 1938. The American Documen- 
tation Institute is to take over the greater part of the work in bibliofilm 
formerly done by Science Service. At this meeting the various possibilities of 
bibliofilm were discussed from the aspects of the societies represented. In con- 
nection with this an interesting development is an announcement by the 
Oxford Press that out-of-print books published by them can now be supplied 
on microfilm. 

We wish to call attention, as an addition to the bibliography published last 
year, to “Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Washington. List 


of Reports and Publications Relating to Vital Statistics.” 
SANFORD V. LaRKEY, M.D., Chairman. 


COMMITTEE ON DENTAL INDEX 


Prior to the meeting of the Medical Library Association, held in Boston, 
June 28-30, 1938, the following questionnaire was sent to twenty-six dental 
school libraries and six society libraries. The replies received give a clear pic- 
ture of the changes that the libraries would like to see made in the future 
volumes of the Index to Dental Periodical Literature. 

Dictionary arrangement? Yes, 28. 

Classified arrangement? Yes, 4. 

Single alphabet for both subject and author? Yes, 28. 

Two alphabets, one for subject and second for author? Yes, 4. 

Broad subject headings sub-divided, bring all articles on a subject together? Yes, 31. 

Subject headings as at present, not sub-divided and grouped? Yes, 1. 

To appear quarterly? Yes, 20. Yearly? Yes, 10. Every 3 years? Yes, 1. 

A list in the front of each volume of the journals indexed and proper abbreviations 

for each? Yes, 32. 
A yearly list of new dental books with publication data on each? Yes, 32. 


Other changes desired, discussed at the meeting, were as follows: the 
use of arabic numerals rather than roman ones; the order of reference: author, 
title, periodical, volume, colon, inclusive paging, month, year; title of the 
periodical should be given in its proper order, not transposed. 
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It was unanimously agreed that the Index would be of far greater service if 


it could appear more often than the present period of every three years. 
MAR JoRIE Lewis, Chairman. 


COMMITTEE ON A UNION LIST FOR DENTAL PERIODICALS 


At the fourth Round Table of Dental Librarians, held at St. Paul, Minne- 
sota in 1936, Dr. Ingo Hackh and several others spoke of the possibility of 
having a union list for dental periodicals. The idea was, that such a list might 
be published in connection with an index or as a separate publication. 

Following the 1936 meeting I was asked by Miss Lewis, chairman of 
the 1937 Dental Round Table, to work up this subject and see if it would 
be practical. Therefore, at the Richmond meeting a plan was presented for 
a union list containing the following essentials as a necessary part of the 
project: 


(a) Editorial Committee whose members would supervise the work. 

(b) What material should be included? 

(c) Entries: Should they be enough to merely identify titles or should full titles 
be given? 

(d) Type of symbol used to identify library. 

(e) A central clearing house. 

(f) To have the largest dental library prepare a list of its periodical holdings and 
send it out to each library, somewhat in the nature of a circular letter, 
the contributing libraries adding their holdings. 


A committee of three was appointed including Dr. Ingo Hackh, Miss Wilma 
Troxel and Miss Charlotte E. Coffman, Chairman. 
Since the presentation of the above plan Dr. Hackh has made the following 


suggestions: 


The preliminary list can be prepared and mailed in ten-or-fifteen-page sections to 
the contributing libraries with the request that they check their holdings as soon as 
possible. 

TiTLeEs of periodicals: should if possible conform to the exact wording of the 
periodical name: Journal American Dental Hygienists Assoc. and the cross reference 
be added whenever necessary. 

Scope. In as much as it is a dental union list, perhaps it may be best to eliminate 
medical and scientific journals and restrict the list to purely dental periodicals. 

Purpose: The union list should be an index to those periodicals which are scarce 
and not common. Hence the fact that we have the Alameda County Dental Society 
Bulletin and other Pacific coast publications, completely bound, is more informative 
than the fact that we have a complete file of the Journal of the American Dental Asso- 
ciation. 

LIBRARIES PARTICIPATING: It seems best to indicate the libraries in geographical 
order rather than in alphabetical order. The libraries should be indicated by the use 
of letters, so that they may not be mistaken for volume numbers. 


Due to unforeseen circumstances the preparation of the union list was 
delayed at length but finally a copy of the preliminary list of periodicals was 
sent to each of the twenty-two libraries having a membership in the Medical 
Library Association. A form letter was also sent to the librarian with instruc- 
tions to check the holdings by using a symbol rather than to enter the volume 
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and dates; so for this reason the returns were expedited. It is very gratifying 
to report that out of the twenty-two libraries receiving lists, sixteen sent in a 


report of their holdings. 


I wish to express my appreciation for the co-operation given me by the 
Dental Group and especially do I thank Miss Troxel and Dr. Hackh for their 


kind assistance. 


CHARLOTTE E. COFFMAN, Chairman. 


ATTENDANCE AT THE FORTIETH ANNUAL MEETING 
BOSTON, JUNE 27-30, 1938 


A TOTAL of 121 delegates registered for this meeting, representing eighty-six 


libraries in thirty-one states. 


Lily Hanvey Alderson 

St. Louis Medical Society Library 

Isabelle T. Anderson 

Ramsey County Medical Society Library 

St. Paul . 

James F. Ballard 

Boston Medical Library 

George L. Banay 

Worcester State Hospital Library 

Helen Bayne 

New York University Medical College 

Egbert Lefevre Memorial Library 

Florence E. Bearce 

Harvard University Dental School Library 

Boston 

Sue Biethan 

University of Michigan Medical School 
Library 

Ann Arbor 

Suzanne N. Blackman 

Mary imogene Bassett Hospital Library 

Cooperstown, N.Y. 

Sara E. Blake 

Tufts College Medical & Dental School 
Library 

Boston 

Mary O. Boynton 

University of Vermont College of Medicine 
Library 

Burlington 

Estelle Brodman 

Columbia University Medical Library 

New York 

Ruth L. Burnham 

Harvard University Medical School Library 

Boston 

Virginia Burrell 


Columbia University College of Physicians 
& Surgeons 
New York 


Dorothy Kirk Cantrell 

Vanderbilt University School of Medicine 
Library 

Nashville 


Geraldine E. S. Cartwright 
Lewiston, Me. 


Charlotte E. Coffman 

Temple University Professional Schools 
Library 

Philadelphia 


Eleanor N. Coffyn 
Boston Medical Library 


John M. Connor 
Columbia University Medical Library 
New York 


Margaret G. Cornell 
Dalhousie University Medical Library 
Halifax 


Melicia E. Cranny 

Creighton University Medical Library 

Omaha 

Eileen R. Cunningham 

Vanderbilt University School of Medicine 
Library 

Nashville 


Helen M. Curtis 
Harvard University Medical School Library 
Boston 


Edith R. Daly 

Long Island College Hospital, Hoagland 
Library 

Brooklyn 
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Marjorie J. Darrach 

Detroit Public Library, Medical Science 
Department 

Detroit 

Mayfield A. Davidson 

Medical College of the State of South 
Carolina 

Charleston 

Edith Dernehl 

Marquette University School of Medicine 
Library 

Milwaukee 

Janet Doe 

New York Academy of Medicine Library 

Marion F. Dondale 

Albany Medical College Library 

Eleanor Fair 

Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. Medical 
Library 

New York 

Thelma M. Feeman 

George F. Geisinger Memorial Hospital 
Medical Library 

Danville, Pa. 

Helen G. Field 

New York Academy of Medicine Library 

Thomas P. Fleming 

Columbia University Medical Library 

New York 

Mrs. Thomas P. Fleming 

New York 

Ada L. Floyd 

Cleveland Medical Library Association 

S. P. Franchot 

Little, Brown & Company 

Boston 

Sylvia Francis 

Little, Brown & Company 

Boston 

W. W. Francis 

McGill University, Osler Library 

Montreal 

Charles Frankenberger 

Medical Society of the County of Kings 
Library 

Brooklyn 

Harold Fuller 

Little, Brown & Company 

Boston 

J. F. Fulton 

Yale University School of Medicine 

New Haven 


Annabelle W. Furman 

Medical College of the State of South 
Carolina 

Charleston 





Gertrude Goldstein 
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Beth Israel Hospital Library 
Boston 


Edith Ross Gordon 

McGill University Faculty of Medicine 
Library 

Montreal 

L. M. Grant 

Robert Packer Hospital, Guthrie Clinic 
Library 

Sayre, Pa. 

Esther C. Grob 

Milwaukee Academy of Medicine 

Bertha B. Hallam 

University of Oregon Medical School 
Library 

Portland 

Ruth E, Harlamert 

King County Medical Society Library 

Seattle 

Rosalie Held 

Loyola University School of Medicine 
Library 

Chicago 

Marjorie Henderson 

Newton, Mass. 

Anna C. Holt 

Harvard University Medical School Library 

Boston 

Josephine P. Hunt 

American Dental Association 

Chicago 

Judith Wallen Hunt 

University of Chicago Bio-Medical 
Libraries 

Mary E. Irish 

Los Angeles County Medical Association 
Library 


Paul Jolowicz 
Gustav Fock Company 
New York 


Harold W. Jones 
Army Medical Library 
Washington 


Elliott P. Joslin 
Harvard University Medical School 
Boston 


Loretta C. Kahler 

Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of the 
State of Maryland Library 

Baltimore 


Edith L. M. Keller 
New York Post Graduate Medical School 
Library 








ATTENDANCE AT ANNUAL MEETING 


Thomas E. Keys 

Mayo Clinic Library 

Rochester, Minn. 

Louise D. C. King 

Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of the 
State of Maryland Library 

Baltimore 


Sanford V. Larkey 

Johns Hopkins University School of Medi- 
cine, Welch Medical Library 

Baltimore 


Ella B. Lawrence 

Washington University School of Medicine 
Library 

St. Louis 

Marjorie Lewis 

University of Michigan School of 
Dentistry Library 

Ann Arbor 


Nora Lock 

Presbyterian Hospital Institute of 
Ophthalmology 

John M. Wheeler Library 

New York 


Edith Loud 
Harvard University Medical School Library 
Boston 


Sterling N. Loveland 
Harvard University Dental School Library 
Boston 


Alice M. McCann 
University of Pittsburgh School of 
Dentistry Library 


W. B. McDaniel, 2nd 

College of Physicians of Philadelphia 
Library 

Amy L. Mackeen 

Academy of Medicine Library 

Toronto 


Florence McRae 
Medical College of Virginia Library 
Richmond 


Mary Louise Marshall 

Tulane University School of Medicine 
Library & Orleans Parish Medical 
Society Library 

New Orleans 


Esther Merwin 

University of Nebraska College of 
Medicine Library 

Omaha 


Ada Messenger 

Harvard University Medical School, Lucien 
Howe Library of Ophthalmology 

Boston 


Beth Mimms 
University of Toronto Dental Library 


Leroy M. S. Miner 
Harvard University Dental School 
Boston, Mass. 


Helen E. Moffitt 
Rhode Island Medical Society Library 
Providence 


Mildred V. Naylor 

Academy of Medicine of Northern New 
Jersey 

Newark 

Josephine G. Nichols 

Cornell University Medical College Li- 
brary 

New York 


Helen H. Norris 

Hennepin County Medical Society Library 

Minneapolis 

Marcia C. Noyes 

Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of the 
State of Maryland Library 

Baltimore 


Helen G. Olney 
Harvard University Medical School Library 
Boston 


Frida Pliefke 

Mayo Clinic Library 
Rochester, Minn. 

M. Edna M. Poole 


Academy of Medicine Library 
Toronto 


L. Marguerite Prime 
American College of Surgeons Library 
Chicago 


Gladys Ramsey 

University of Wisconsin Medical School 
Library 

Madison 


Jurgen G. Raymond 
New York Academy of Medicine Library 


Mrs. Jurgen G. Raymond 
New York 


Coeina A. Ruch 

Allegheny General Hospital Medical 
Library 

Pittsburgh 


Elisabeth D. Runge 

University of Texas School of Medicine 
Library 

Galveston 


A. H. Sanford 


Mayo Clinic 
Rochester, Minn. 
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Mrs. A. H. Sanford 
Rochester, Minn. 


Raymond A. Sanford 
Rochester, Minn. 


M. Catherine Schatz 
Danville, Pa. 


Elizabeth E. Schramm 
Columbia University Medical Library 
New York 


Audrey N. Shannon 
Crippled Children’s Clinic 
Bridgeport, Conn. 


Lela Artice Sinkey 

Ohio State University Department of 
Medicine Library 

Columbus 


Charles F. Smith 
New York Academy of Medicine Library 


Olga E. Somerville 
University of Toronto, Connaught Anti- 
toxin Laboratories Library 


Dorothy B. Spear 

New York Medical College and Flower 
Hospital 

Prentiss Library 

Benjamin Spector 

Harvard University Medical School 

Boston 


Louise N. Stephen 
Harvard University Medical School Library 


Boston 


Isolde Stoye 

Henry Ford Hospital Library 

Detroit 

Irene M. Strieby 

Lilly Research Laboratories Library 
Indianapolis 

Ethel M. Strong 

Harvard University Medical School Library 
Boston 


Helen Symonds 
Boston City Hospital Library 


Wilma Troxel 

University of Illinois College of Medicine 
& College of Dentistry Library 

Chicago 
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Janie Turner 

University of Georgia Medical Department 
Library 

Augusta 

Melitta T. Turner 

Hahnemann Medical College and Hospital 
of Philadelphia Library 

Nathan Van Patten 

Stanford University Library 

Henry R. Viets 

Boston Medical Library 

Catherine E. Vogt 

University of Detroit School of Dentistry 
Library 

Mabel Walker 

Indiana University School of Dentistry 
Library 

Indianapolis 


Mae L. Walker 

Boston University School of Medicine 
Library 

Mildred E. Walter 

University of Rochester School of Medicine 
& Dentistry Library 

Rochester, N.Y. 


Ethel A. Washburn 

St. Louis University School of Medicine 
Library 

Ava T. Watson 

Delaware Academy of Medicine Library 

Wilmington 

Frances N. A. Whitman 

Cambridge, Mass. 

Ethel Wigmore 

Bellevue & Allied Hospitals Schools of 
Nursing 

Carrie J. Brink 

Memorial Library 

New York 


Marjorie Wildes 

Yale University School of Medicine 
Library 

New Haven 


Carrie L. Williams 

Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Treadwell Library 

Boston 





CHECK LIST OF SOCIETY DIRECTORIES OF INTEREST 
TO MEDICAL LIBRARIANS 


By IRENE STRIEBY AND EMILY POND 


Library of the Lilly Research Laboratories 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


THIS CHECK list is an outgrowth of the paper, “Reference Books in the 
Field of Medicine,” presented by Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham at the 
Boston meeting of the Medical Library Association. In the preparation 
of this list questionnaires, with return card attached, were sent to the 
secretaries of approximately two hundred national and interstate so- 
cieties. In only a few instances were title, date, edition, place of pub- 
lication, publisher and price given in full; therefore no specific form 
in listing information could be followed. In a few cases the replies are 
supplemented with data obtained elsewhere. No replies were received 
from many organizations; the names of these are omitted unless the 
information was available in other sources. It is planned to revise this 
list within two years. In the event there are additions, corrections and 
revisions noted during this period, librarians are requested to send 
them to the compilers. In making requests for membership lists which 
are not, as a rule, for sale to non-members of societies, it is suggested 
that requests be qualified with the words ‘“‘when available.” If an un- 
usual number of unanticipated requests for lists are sent immediately 
to secretaries, their present supply may be exhausted. Handled in the 
manner suggested, unnecessary correspondence may be avoided. 
Advisory Board for Medical Specialties (Secretary: Paul Titus, M.D., 1015 Highland 
Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa.) 
Joint directory of specialists certified by the several boards is contemplated. 
Aero Medical Association of the United States 
No directory published; membership limited to flight surgeons of the Army, Navy 
and affiliated services and to authorized medical examiners of the Department of 
Commerce. Total: 650. 
American Academy of Ophthalmology and Otolaryngology (Secretary: W. P. Wherry, 
M.D., 107 S. 17th St., Omaha, Neb.) 
Directory appears in May copy of Bulletin published through the office of secretary. 
American Academy of Pediatrics (Secretary: Clifford G. Grulee, M.D., 636 Church St., 
Evanston, III.) 
For list of fellows published annually address secretary. 
American Academy of Tuberculosis Physicians 
No directory published. 


American Association for Medico-Physical Research 
No directory published. 
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American Association for the Advancement of Science 
Membership list appears in annual Proceedings. 
American Association for Thoracic Surgery 
Membership list in December, 1937 number of the Journal of Thoracic Surgery. 
American Association of Anatomists 
Membership list appeared in Anatomical Record, May, 1938. 
American Association of Cancer Research 
Membership list appeared in the American Journal of Cancer, July, 1936. 
American Association of Dental Schools 
Membership list appears in the annual Proceedings of the association. 
American Association of Genito-Urinary Surgeons 
Membership list appears in annual Transactions. 
American Association of Immunologists (Secretary: Arthur F. Coca, M.D., Pearl River, 
N.Y.) 
Membership list appears in a booklet: “Officers, Past Presidents, Members, Consti- 
tution and By-Laws, 1938-39.” 
American Association of Medical Milk Commissions, Inc. (Secretary: Paul B. Cassidy, 
M.D., 2037 Pine St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
For list of certified commissions address secretary. 
American Association of Obstetricians, Gynecologists and Abdominal Surgeons (Secre- 
tary: James R. Bloss, M.D., 418, 11th St., Huntingdon, W.Va.) 
“List of members available.” * 
American Association of the History of Medicine 
No directory published. 
American Association on Mental Deficiency 
Membership list appears in annual Proceedings. 43rd ed., 1938. $3.00. 
American Board of Dermatology and Syphilology (Secretary: C. Guy Lane, M.D., 416 
Marlboro St., Boston, Mass.) 
For list of diplomates of this board address secretary. 
American Board of Internal Medicine, Inc. (Corresponding Officer: Walter L. Bierring, 
M.D., Suite 1210, 406 Sixth Ave., Des Moines, Iowa) 
For list of diplomates of this board address secretary. 
American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology (Secretary: Paul Titus, M.D., 1015 
Highland Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa.) 
For list of diplomates of this board address secretary. 8th issue, Sept., 1938. 
American Board of Ophthalmology (Secretary: John Green, M.D., 3720 Washington 
Blvd., St. Louis, Mo.) 
For list of diplomates of this board address secretary. 3rd ed., 1935 with annual 
supplements. $1.50. 
American Board of Orthopedic Surgery (Secretary: Fremont A. Chandler, M.D., 6 N. 
Michigan Blvd., Chicago, III.) 
For list of diplomates of this board address secretary. 
American Board of Otolaryngology (Secretary: W. P. Wherry, M.D., 107 S. 17th St., 
Omaha, Neb.) 
Directory published through the office of the secretary. 6th ed., Jan., 1937. $5.00. 
Refills issued about every third year. 
American Board of Pathology (Secretary: F. W. Hartman, M.D., Henry Ford Hos- 
pital, Detroit, Mich.) 
For list of diplomates of this board address secretary. 
American Board of Pediatrics, Inc. (Secretary: C. A. Aldrich, M.D., 723 Elm St., 
Winnetka, Ill.) 
For list of diplomates of this board address secretary. 
American board of Psychiatry and Neurology (Secretary: Walter Freeman, M.D., 1028 
Connecticut Ave., Washington, D.C.) 
For list of diplomates of this board address secretary. 3rd ed., Jan., 1938. 
American Board of Radiology (Secretary: Byrl R. Kirklin, M.D., 102 Second Ave. 
S.W., Rochester, Minn.) 


* Scientific and technical societies of the United States and Canada, National Re- 
search Council, Washington, D.C. 1937. 
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For ‘Registry of the Diplomates of the American Board of Radiology, 1937’’ address 
secretary. 
Geographical and alphabetical rosters. 
American Board of Surgery 
No directory published. 
American Board of Urology, Inc. (Secretary: Gilbert J. Thomas, M.D., 1009 Nicollet 
Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.) 
For list of diplomates of this board address secretary. 
American Chemical Society 
“Directory of the American Chemical Society.” Revised to June 1, 1935. $1.00. 
Issued to members under conditions specified by the Council. 
American Clinical and Climatological Association 
Membership list published in the annual Transactions which are available only 
to members of the association. 
American College of Physicians (Exec. Secretary: E. R. Loveland, 4200 Pine St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa.) 
“Directory, 1937." Issued biennially to members. Geographical and alphabetical 
rosters. 
American College of Radiology (Secretary: MacF. Cahal, 2561 N. Clark St., Chicago, 
Ill.) 
For ‘Roster of the American College of Radiology, 1938’’ address secretary. 
American College of Surgeons 
“Blue Book, 1938.” Privately published biennially, with supplements; available 
only to fellows of the college and selected libraries. Geographical and alphabetical 
rosters. 
American Committee on Maternal Welfare 
Membership list appeared in the American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
V. 29, 1935, with a supplementary list in V. 30, 1935. 
American Dental Association 
No directory published.+ 
American Dermatological Association, Inc. (Secretary: Fred D. Weidman, M.D., Medi- 
cal Laboratories, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa.) 
“Membership list printed annually.”* 
American Drug Manufacturers Association 
Membership list appears in the Proceedings of the association. 
American Epidemiological Society 
No directory published. 
American Eugenics Society 
No directory published. 
American Foundation, Inc. Medical Advisory Committee 
Membership list appeared in “American Medicine; expert testimony out of court,” 
The American Foundation, 565 Fifth Ave., New York City, 2 v., 1937. 
$3.50. 
American Gastro-Enterological Association (Secretary: Russell S. Boles, M.D., Ritten- 
house Plaza, Philadelphia, Pa.) 
“List of members.”’* 
American Gynecological Society 
Membership list appears in the annual Transactions published by the C. V. 
Mosby Co., St. Louis, Mo. $6.00. 
American Heart Association (Corresponding Officer: Miss Gertrude Wood, 50 W. 50th 
St., New York, N.Y. 
No directory published. Membership list of Vascular Section is available. 


* Scientific and technical societies of the United States and Canada, National Re- 
search Council, Washington, D.C. 1937. 

+ Polk’s Dental Register and Directory of the United States and Dominion of 
Canada, 1928,” 14th ed., R. L. Polk and Co., Chicago, is still useful. The directories 
of the various dental fraternities are helpful, as is Who’s Who in Dentistry; Biographical 
Sketches of Prominent Dentists in the United States and Canada, V. 2, 1925,” published 
by the Dental Who's Who Publishing Co., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
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American Hospital Association 
Institutional membership list appears in the annual Transactions published by the 
Association in March. Vol. 39, 1937. $2.00. 

American Institute of Homeopathy 
“International Homeopathic Directory” published by the society at 280 Madison 
Ave., New York City, 1931. $2.00. 

American Laryngological, Rhinological and Otological Society, Inc. 

Membership list appears in the Transactions. Editor: Lyman Richards, M.D., 319 
Longwood Ave., Boston, Mass. 

American Life Convention. Medical Section (Secretary: B. F. Byrd, M.D., Assistant 
Medical Director, National Life and Accident Insurance Company, Nash- 
ville, Tenn.) 

“Roster; Medical Section, American Life Convention, May, 1938.’’ Contains alpha- 
betical list of the personnel of member companies who automatically become 
members of the Medical Section. 

American Medical Association (Secretary, Olin West, 535 N. Dearborn St., Chicago, III.) 
“American Medical Directory, 1938." 15th ed. $18.00. Geographical and alpha- 
betical lists of physicians of the United States, Alaska, Canal Zone, Hawaii, 
Philippine Islands, Puerto Rico, Guam, Samoa and Virgin Islands, Canada, New- 
foundland, Labrador and Yukon. Medical officers of the government service. 

American Medical Woman’s / -ociation, Inc. 

“Year Book.” Editor: Louise Tayler Jones, M.D., McLean, Va. 
American Neurological Association (Secretary: Henry Alsop Riley, M.D., 117 E. 72nd 
St., New York City) 
“List of members issued annually.’’* 

American Occupational Therapy Association. 

“Registered Occupational Therapists,’ published by Gillespie Bros., Stanford, Conn. 
7th ed., May, 1938. $1.00. 

American Ophthalmological Society 
Membership list apepars in the annual Transactions. 

American Orthopedic Association (Secretary: R. K. Ghormley, M.D., 102 Second Ave. 

S.W., Rochester, Minn. 
Directory published every five years. 

American Orthopsychiatric Association, Inc. 

Membership list appeared in the American Journal of Orthopsychiatric Association, 
V. 8, April, 1938. 

American Osteopathic Association (Exec. Secretary: Russell C. McCaughan, D.O., 540 
N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, III.) 

“$938 Directory of Osteopathic Physicians” published by the association. $10.00. 

American Pediatric Society (Secretary: Hugh McCulloch, M.D., 325 N. Euclid Ave., 
St. Louis, Mo.) 

Membership list appears in the annual Transactions. A list of members is also 
published by the society.+ 

American Pharmaceutical Association 

Membership list revised to Dec. 1, 1937 appeared in the Journal of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association, V. 26, 1937. 
American Physiological Society 
List of members appears in the “Yearbook of the Federation of American So- 
cieties for Experimental Biology, 1937-38.” 
American Physiotherapy Association (Secretary: Mrs. E. T. Landis, University Hos- 
pitals, Cleveland, Ohio) 


* Scientific and technical societies of the United States and Canada, National Re- 
search Council, Washington, D.C. 1937. 

+ ‘American pediatric directory, 1935’’ published by the American Pediatric Direc- 
tory Co., Knoxville, Tenn. (1st ed., $10.00) contains a geographical listing of pedia- 
tricians with biographical information, a directory of pediatric societies and journals 
and an alphabetical index of pediatrians of the U.S., Canada, Hawaii, Philippine Islands 


and Puerto Rico. 
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For ‘1938 Directory of Members” published by the association, Boston, Mass., 
June, 1938, address secretary. 
American Psychiatric Association 
For list of members address A. M. Davies, 2 East 103rd St., New York City, 
advising reason for request. 
American Psychoanalytic Association (Secretary: Lawrence S. Kubie, M.D., 34 E. 75th 
St., New York City) 
For new directory to be published late in 1938 address secretary. 
American Public Health Association 
Membership list appears in Year Book. 8th ed., New York, Feb., 1938. $1.50. 
Members, officers and committees listed. 
American Rheumatism Association 
No directory published. 
American Roentgen Ray Society (Secretary: Carieton B. Pierce, M.D., 1313 E. Ann St., 
Ann Arbor, Mich.) 
For list of members address secretary. Published annually by the society. Geo- 
graphical and alphabetical rosters. 
American Sanatorium Association 
No directory published. 
American Society for Experimental Pathology 
Membership list appears in the “Yearbook of the Federation of American Societies 
for Experimental Biology, 1937-38.” 
American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics, Inc. 
Membership list appears in the “Yearbook of the Federation of American So- 
cieties for Experimental Biology, 1937-38.” 
American Society for the Promotion of Dentistry for Children 
Membership list appears in the Review of Dentistry for Children. 
American Society of Anesthetists, Inc. (Secretary: Paul M. Wood, M.D., 745 Fifth Ave., 
New York City) 
“Directory of the American Society of Anesthetists.” 2nd ed., 1937. Revised every 
six months in mimeographed form. For use of members only. 
American Society of Biological Chemists 
Membership list appears in the “Yearbook of the Federation of American So- 
cieties for Experimental Biology, 1937-38.” 
American Society of Clinical Pathologists 
Membership list appeared in the American Journal of Clinical Pathology, Novem- 
ber, 1937. Geographical and alphabetical rosters. 
American Society of Parasitologists 
Membership list appeared in the Journal of Parasitology, V. 20, 1934. 
American Society of Orthodontists 
“Orthondontic directory of the world, 1938,” published by Claude R. Wood, D.D.S., 
Knoxville, Tenn. $3.00. Revised every ten years. Lists all men who practice 
orthodontia and gives officers of all societies. Membership list appeared in annual 
Proceedings, 1929. 
American Society of Regional Anesthesia (Secretary: Paul M. Wood, M.D., 131 River- 
side Drive, New York City) 
Membership list published in 1923. 2nd ed. Society inactive in 1937-38. 
American Society of Tropical Medicine (Secretary: E. Harold Hinman, Ph.D., Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority, Wilson Dam, Ala.) 
Mimeographed membership list issued at irregular intervals to members. 
American Surgical Association 
Membership list appears in annual Transactions. 
American Therapeutic Society 
Membership list appears in the Transactions issued annually or biennially as de- 
cided by the Council. 
American Urological Association (Secretary: C. L. Deming, M.D., 789 Howard Ave., 
New Haven, Conn.) 
Membership list published annually for members. 
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American Veterinary Medical Association 
‘Membership directory of the American Veterinary Medical Association, 1936-37,” 
published by the association at 221 N. La Salle St., Chicago, Ill., July, 1937. $2.50. 

Associated Anesthetists of the United States and Canada (Secretary: F. H. McMechan, 

M.D., Rocky River, Ohio) 
Membership list included in the “Directory of Anesthetists, 1938; Societies, Off- 
cers and Journals.” See entry under International Anesthesia Research Society. 

Association for the Study of Allergy 
No directory published. 

Association for the -Study of Internal Secretions 
No directory published. 

Association of American Medical Colleges 
Membership list appears on inside of front and back covers of the Journal of the 
Association of American Medical Colleges. 

Association of American Physicians 
Membership list appears in the annual Transactions of the association published by 
Dornan, Printer, Philadelphia, Pa. $5.00. 

Association of Life Insurance Medical Directors of America (Secretary: Edwin G. Dewis, 

M.D., P.O. Box 594, Newark, N.J.) 
“List of members available upon inquiry.”** Membership list also published in the 
annual Proceedings. 

Association of Military Surgeons of the United States 
No directory published. 

Association of Record Librarians of North America (Secretary: Miss Beatrice Peck, 

Massachusetts Memorial Hospital, Boston, Mass.) 
“List of Members” included with the subscription to The Bulletin. 

Biological Photographic Association 
No directory published. 

Catholic Hospital Association 
Membership list appeared in the ‘Catholic Hospital and School of Nursing of the 
United States, Canada and Newfoundland at the End of 1937” published by the 
Bruce Publishing Co., Milwaukee, Wis., 9th ed., April, 1938. 

Central Association of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (Secretary: William F. Mengert, 
M.D., University Hospitals, Iowa City, Iowa) 
For “Constitution and By-laws of the Central Association of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists; Membership Roll as of January 1, 1938” address secretary. 
Central Neuropsychiatric Association 
“Directory of the Central Neuropsychiatric Association,” 2nd ed., 1938, privately 
published in Topeka, Kan. Available only to members. 
Central Neuropsychiatric Hospital Association 
No directory published. 
Central Society for Clinical Research (Secretary: Lawrence D. Thompson, M.D., 4932 
Maryland Ave., St. Louis, Mo.) 
“Central Society for Clinical Research; Roster, January 1938.” 
Central States Society of Industrial Medicine and Surgery 
No directory published. 
Chattahoochee Valley Medical Association 
No directory published. 
Clinical Orthopedic Society (Secretary: H. Earle Conwell, M.D., 1023 S. 20th St., 
Birmingham, Ala.) 
For annual list of members address secretary. 
Clinical Society of Genito-Urinary Surgeons (Secretary: Henry G. Bugbee, M.D., 2 E. 
54th St., New York City) 
Membership list appears in “Constitution and By-laws of the Clinical Society of 
Genito-Urinary Surgeons.” 
Committee of Physicians for the presentation of certain principles and proposals in the 


* Scientific and technical societies of the United States and Canada, National Re- 
search Council, Washington, D.C. 1937. 
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provision of medical care (Secretary: John P. Peters, M.D., 789 Howard Ave., 
New Haven, Conn.) 
Membership list released to the press, Sunday, Nov. 7, 1937 and also sent to the 
officers of many medical societies. A note is appended stating that list is complete 
to Oct., 1937 but is being extended. 
Conference of State and Provincial Health Authorities of North America 
“State and Insular Health Authorities, 1938; Directory, with Data as to Appropria- 
tions and Publications.’ Published in Public Health Reports, Aug. 12, 1938 and 
also issued as a separate. 
Congress of American Physicians and Surgeons 
Membership list appears in Transactions published every five years. 
Eugenics Research Association (Secretary: H. H. Laughlin, Sc.D., Carnegie Institution, 
Cold Spring Harbor, N.Y.) 
“List of members available.’’* 
Federation of American Societies of Experimental Biology 
Membership lists of the American Physiological Society, American Society of 
Biological Chemists, American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Thera- 
peutics, Inc., and American Society for Experimental Pathology appear in the 
yearbook published at 19 W. Chase St., Baltimore, Md., October, 1938. $2.00. 
International Anesthesia Research Society (Xditor: F. H. McMechan, M.D., Rocky 
River, Ohio) 
For “Directory of Anesthetists, 1938; Societies, Officers and Journals” address 
secretary. This directory is also sent annually to subscribers of Current Researches 
in Anesthesia and Analgesia. Officers and members of the Associated Anesthetists 
of the United States and Canada and its regional societies are given. Lists of 
anesthetists in various foreign countries, including England, Wales, Ireland, Scot- 
land, South Africa, India, Australia, New Zealand, Belgium, France, Germany, 
Italy, Cuba and Mexico are included. 
Inter-State Postgraduate Medical Association of North America 
No directory published. Geographical lists of registrants issued after the annual 
meetings. 
Mid-South Post Graduate Medical Assembly 
No directory published. 
Mississippi Valley Medical Society (Secretary: Harold Swanberg, M.D., W. C. U. 
Building, Quincy, Ill.) 
For “Revised Membership List, January 1, 1938" address secretary. Booklet also 
contains list of officers and constitution and by-laws. 
National Board of Medical Examiners 
Membership list appears in the “A. M. A. Directory, 1938.” 
National Health Council (Secretary: Maurice A. Bigelow, Ph.D., 50 W. 50th St., New 
York City) 
“List of members available.’’* 
National Medical Association 
No directory published. 
National Medical Council of Birth Control (Secretary: Eric M. Matsner, M.D., 515 
Madison Ave., New York City) 
“Membership list available.’’* 
New England Dermatological Society (Secretary: Bernard Appel, M.D., 483 Beacon 
St., Boston, Mass.) 
For list of members address secretary. 
New England Ophthalmological Society 
No directory published. 
New England Otological and Laryngological Society (Secretary: Philip E. Meltzer, 
M.D., 20 Charlesgate West, Boston, Mass.) 
“List of Members of the New England Otological and Laryngological Society, 
1936” available only to members. 


* Scientific and technical societies of the United States and Canada, National Re- 
search Council, Washington, D.C. 1937. 














82 IRENE STRIEBY AND EMILY POND 





New England Pediatric Society (Secretary: Henry E. Gallup, M.D., 1101 Beacon St., 
Brookline, Mass.) 
“List of members published.” * 
New England Roentgen Ray Society 
No directory published. 
New England Society of Psychiatry 
“By-Laws and List of Members’’ published by the Press of Pelton & King, Inc., 
Middletown, Conn., 1937. 
New England Surgical Society 
Membership list appears in the Transactions of the Society. 
North Pacific Pediatric Society 
No directory published. 
North Pacific Surgical Association (Secretary: Karl H. Martzloff, M.D., 833 S.W. 11th 
St., Portland, Ore.) 
“Program, Directory and Data; Twenty-sixth Annual Meeting, Vancouver, B.C. 
November, 19, 20, 1937.” 
Pacific Coast Oto-Ophthalmological Society 
Membership list appears in the annual Transactions. 
Pacific Coast Society of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Membership list appears in the Transactions, 1936. If any copies are available they 
can be obtained from Albert Mathieu, M.D., 812 S.W. Washington St., Portland, 
Ore. 
Pacific Northwest Medical Association 
No directory published. 
Sioux Valley Medical Association 
No directory published. 
Society for Experimental Biology and Medicine 
Membership list appears in the June copy of the Proceedings of the society. 
Society for Pediatric Research 
No directory published. 
Society for the Study of Asthma and Allied Conditions (Secretary: W.C. Spain, M.D., 
116 E. 53rd St., New York City) 
Membership list appeared on the convention program, Atlantic City, April 30, 
1938. 
Society of American Bacteriologists (Secretary: I. L. Baldwin, Ph.D., University of 
Wisconsin, Madison, Wis.) 
“Directory and Constitution.” Published July, 1937, at the University of Wisconsin. 
$2.00 to non-members. 
Society of Clinical Surgery (Secretary: W. J. Merle Scott, M.D., Strong Memorial 
Hospital, Rochester, N.Y. 
“List of members available.”’* 
Society of Neurological Surgeons (Secretary: W. K. McCraig, M.D., Mayo Clinic, 
Rochester, Minn.) 
“List of members available.’’* 
Southern Surgical Association 
Membership list appears in the annual Transactions of the association published 
by the J. B. Lippincott Co., Philadelphia, Pa., 50th ed., Aug., 1938. 
Tri-State Medical Association of the Carolinas and Virginia 
No directory published. 
United States Pharmacopoeial Convention 
Membership list of revision committee appeared in the “Pharmacopoeia of the 
United States of America.” 11th ed., Mack Printing Co., Easton, Pa., 1935. $5.00. 
Western Surgical Association 
Membership list appears in the annual Transactions of the association published by 
the Bruce Publishing Company, St. Paul, Minn. 


* Scientific and technical societies of the United States and Canada, National Re- 
search Council, Washington, D.C. 1937. 

















A LIST OF HEALTH WORKS FOR LAY READERS* 


COMPILED BY A COMMITTEE OF THE MEDICAL 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


This list has been prepared primarily to serve as an aid to Public Librarians. 
Every item has received the endorsement of some authority, to whom our 
sincere thanks are due. An effort has been made to avoid text-books and all 
forms of therapeutics that might tempt the reader to act as his own physician ; 
and no book has been included that may not be given unhesitatingly to the 
average reader for his information and enjoyment. 


DIET AND NUTRITION 


Feeding the Family, by Mary Swartz Rose. 3rd ed. N. Y. Macmillan. 1929. 459 pp. 
illus. $5. 
The author explains the significance of the various food factors for the welfare of 
each member of the family group, and shows how the housewife can provide three 
meals a day to meet the needs of each one. 


Food and Health, by Henry C. Sherman. N. Y. Macmillan. 1936. 296 pp. $2.50. 


We find here summarized the nutritional and economic aspects of the food problem 
to guide the reader to well-balanced judgments in the daily choice of food. 


Food for Health’s Sake, by Lucy H. Gillett. N. Y. Funk. 1937. 74 pp. 35 cents. (Na- 
tional Health Series. ) 
This book is a brief, popular presentation of the relation between food and health. 
Technical terms are defined in simple language. Suggestions are given for the selec- 
tion of food that will meet the body's needs at different ages and under different 
conditions. 


Food, Nutrition and Health, by E. V. McCollum and J. Ernestine Becker. 4th ed. rev. 
Balto. E. V. McCollum, 615 N. Wolfe St. 1936. 154 pp. $1.50. 
A non-technical account of the elements in food and their function in the human 
body. The book includes simple practical suggestions for obtaining an adequate 
diet, for reducing and gaining weight, and a discussion of the relation of disturbed 
emotional states to digestion. 


Food Products, by Henry C. Sherman. 3rd ed. N. Y. Macmillan. 1933. 674 pp. illus. $3. 
This book discusses food largely from the standpoint of production, preparation 
for market, sanitation and inspection, but also includes a discussion of composition 
and place in the diet of various foodstuffs. 


Foundations of Nutrition, by Mary Swartz Rose. Rev. ed. N. Y. Macmillan. 1935. 
630 pp. $3. 

A scientific discussion of the principles of nutrition, including the functions of 

each food-factor,—calories, protein, minerals, and vitamins. About a third of the 


* Reprints of “A List of Health Works for Lay Readers” and “Medical Biography 
and History for the Public’ may be obtained from the Bulletin of the Medical Library 
Association, 8 The Fenway, Boston, Mass. Price: 10 cents each for both reprints in one 
cover; $2.00 for 25; $3.50 for 50; $6.00 for 100. 
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book, however, is devoted to the adaptation of this scientific data to the practical 
problem of planning meals for families. Various tables of food values are included 


in the book. 


Good Cooking Made Easy, by Marjorie Heseltine and Ula M. Dow. N. Y. Houghton, 
Mifflin. 1933. 507 pp. illus. $2.50. 

This cookbook contains not only a large variety of excellent recipes, but also is 

concerned with meal planning. Methods and suggestions are given for making 

meals nutritionally adequate, palatable and attractive, easily prepared, and having 

a relation to the amount of money the family can afford to spend for food. Special 

attention is given to the buying and cooking problems of large and small families. 


Nutrition Work with Children, by Lydia J. Roberts. 2nd ed. Chicago. Chicago Uni- 
versity Press. 1935. 639 pp. $4. 

Although this book is intended primarily for professional workers who are in- 
terested in the problem of malnutrition as it affects childhood and the practical 
methods for its eradication, the methods given for judging nutrition and the 
causes of malnutrition would be heipful to parents for guidance at home. The 
whole book would be useful in stimulating interest in the development of nutri- 
tion programs in the community in general and the schools in particular. 


DisEASE AND PREVENTION 


Cancer: Nature, Diagnosis and Cure, by Francis Carter Wood. Rev. ed. N. Y. Funk. 
1937. 102 pp. 35 cents. (National Health Series.) 


This little book explains the nature of the disease, now reckoned as the second 
cause of death in this country. 


The Care of the Skin and Hair, by William Allen Pusey. New printing of revised ed. 
N.Y. Appleton-Century. 1934. 182 pp. $1.50. 


An account of the known facts in the care of the skin and the principles of 
dermatology which underlie them. 


Contagious Diseases. What They Are and How to Deal with Them, by W. W. Bauer. 
N. Y. Knopf. 1934. 218 pp. $2. 


The title of this book is an exact explanation of its contents. 


A Diabetic Manual for the Mutual Use of Doctor and Patient, by Elliott P. Joslin. 
6th ed. rev. Phila. Lea and Febiger. 1937. 219 pp. $2. 


This book teaches the patient the nature of his disease, how to combat it and to 
avoid its complications. 


Infantile Paralysis, by George Draper. N. Y. Appleton-Century. 1935. 167 pp. illus. $2. 


This book gives a straight forward account of all the facts regarding poliomyelitis 
that can with any certainty be told. 


A Layman’s Handbook of Medicine: With Special Reference to Social Workers, by 
Richard C. Cabot. Rev. ed. Boston. Houghton, Mifflin. 1937. 559 pp. illus. 
$2.50. 


Following a simple outline of anatomy and physiology, the common diseases are 
grouped with reference to the organs of the body affected. 


Living Along with Heart Disease, by Louis Levin. N. Y. Macmillan. 1935. 126 pp. 
$1.50. 


The author appreciates the need of a more intelligent attitude on the part of the 
public toward the heart and its function. This book shows that many forms of 
heart disease are compatible with a relatively normal and long life. 
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Shadow on the Land: Syphilis, by Thomas Parran. N. Y. Reynal and Hitchcock. 1937. 
309 pp. illus. $2.50. 
A book to use without reservation on a subject which has been too long con- 
sidered delicate. 


The Span of Life as Influenced by the Heart, the Kidneys and the Blood Vessels, by 
F. R. Nuzum. Springfield. Thomas. 1933. 108. pp. $2. 

Herein the author says ‘‘an attempt is made to describe briefly, in a manner un- 
derstandable to the lay public, the functions of the heart, the kidneys and the 
blood vessels; to show important changes that may occur in the structure of these 
tissues; to give the causes of these changes in so far as they are known; to sug- 
gest measures for their prevention, and once they have become established to 
outline their management.” 


American Red Cross Textbook on Home Hygiene and Care of the Sick, by Jane A. 
Delano. 4th ed. Phila. Blakiston. 1933. 347 pp. $1.40. 
The only book of its kind. It is arranged in the following logical sequence: indi- 
vidual health and personal hygiene, home and community hygiene, care of infants 
and children, control and prevention of disease, and simple nursing procedures 
which can be used in the home. 


Tuberculosis: A Book for the Patient, by F. G. Holmes. N. Y. Appleton-Century. 1935. 
312 pp. $2. 
For the purpose of general education of the laity, as well as for the instruction 
of the patient, this is a good book. 


The Woman Asks the Doctor, by Emil Novak. Balto. Williams and Wilkins. 1935. 189 
pp. illus. $1.50. 

The author talks collectively to many women as every physician and every gyne- 
cologist must often, in his consulting room, talk to one woman. The subjects 
selected for presentation are the result of thirty years of gynecological practice 
during which the author discussed these same questions many times in response 
to the inquiries of his patients. His advice is sound, simple and readable and he 
is careful to “guide while he instructs.” 


MENTAL HYGIENE 


Discovering Ourselves. A View of the Human Mind and How It Works, by Edward 
A. Strecker and Kenneth E. Appel. N. Y. Macmillan. 1931. 306 pp. illus. $3. 


Everyday Problems of the Everyday Child, by Douglas A. Thom. N. Y. Appleton. 1929. 
350 pp. $2.50. 


The Human Mind, by Karl A. Menninger. 2nd ed. N. Y. Knopf. 1937. 504 pp. $5. 


Mental Health in the Community, by Clara Bassett. N. Y. Macmillan. 1934. 394 pp. 
illus. $3.50. 
A careful account of what practical mental hygiene actually is and the importance 
and value it may have on the lives and development of human beings. The sub- 
ject is discussed in relation to the fields of medicine, nursing, social service agencies, 
parental education, the pre-school child, and from various other angles. 


Normal Youth and its Everyday Problems, by Douglas A. Thom. N. Y. Appleton- 
Century. 1932. 368 pp. $2.50. 


On Growing Old Gracefully, by Rev. Charles Courtney. N. Y. Macmillan. 1936. 235 
pp. $2. 
A combination and compilation of the protective defences and duties of old age. 
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Play. Recreation in a Balanced Life, by Austin Fox Riggs. N. Y. Doubleday. 1935. 
239 pp. $2.50. 
A bibliography of spare time occupations catalogues ways of employing leisure 
and provides a hobby for everyone. 


The Wholesome Personality: A Contribution to Mental Hygiene, by William H. Burn- 
ham. N. Y. Appleton-Century. 1932. 728 pp. $3.50. 
The book is an attempt to present the scientific conception of the normal integrated 
personality, the conditions that seem favorable to its wholesome development, and 
also some of the conditions, likely to produce personality disorders. 


MOTHER AND CHILD 


Getting Ready to Be a Mother. Information and Advice for the Young Woman Who 
Is Looking Forward to Motherhood, by Carolyn Conant Van Blarcom. 3rd 
ed. N. Y. Macmillan. 1937. 305 pp. illus. $2. 

Here is simple practical advice offered to the expectant mother. The book is re- 
plete with information relating to physiological functions and facts of motherhood, 
with explanations of what mothers may do for their babies both before and after 
birth. 


Growth and Development of the Young Child, by Winifred V. Rand, Mary E. Sweeny, 
and E. Lee Vincent. 2nd ed. Phila. Saunders. 1934. 429 pp. $2.75. 


The mental and physical development of the child from infancy to the age of five, 
with special emphasis on the practical and philosophical aspects of the home and 
family as a background for growth. 


Healthy Babies Are Happy Babies, by Josephine Hemenway Kenyon. Boston. Little, 
Brown. 1934. 320 pp. $1.50. 


Healthy Childhood, Guidance and Physical Care, by Harold C. Stuart. N. Y. Appleton- 
Century. c1933. 393 pp. illus. $2.50. 


Modern Motherhood. A Book of Information on Complete Maternity Care; Prenatal— 
“Delivery—Aftercare, by Claude E. Heaton. N. Y. Farrar and Rinehart. c1935. 
_ 271 pp. pl. $2. 


Mother and Baby Care in Pictures, by Louise Zabriskie. Phila. Lippincott. 1935. $1.50. 


PuBLic HEALTH 


The Board Members Manual, prepared by the National Organization for Public Health 
Nursing. 2nd ed. N. Y. Macmillan. 1937. $1.50. 


The best book on the subject that we know. 


Health Education of the Public. A Practical Manual of Technic, by W. W. Bauer and 
Thomas G. Hull. Phila. Saunders. 1937. 227 pp. illus. $2.50. 
For all promoters of adult health education this should prove a helpful sourcebook 
of ways and means. 


Home and Community Hygiene, by Jean Broadhurst. 4th ed. Phila. Lippincott. 1929. 
469 pp. $3. 
A sound book on the subject. Somewhat technical, but the material is clearly pre- 
sented and covers a wide range. 


An Introduction to Public Health, by Harry S. Mustard. N. Y. Macmillan. 1935. 250 
pp. $2.50. 

From the many books on this topic this one has been chosen for lay reading be- 

cause it furnishes a background of information on the subject rather than directions 

for public health administration. The reader will acquire a comprehensive idea 
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of the problems and practices for the general welfare, and a knowledge of the 
kinds of agencies which conduct public health programs. Particularly helpful are 
the chapters on communicable diseases, and the general emphasis on the part each 
individual can play in the preventability of many ailments. 


Medical Care for the American People. Final Report of the Committee on the Costs 
of Medical Care. Chicago. Chicago University Press. 1932. 213 pp. illus. 
$1.50. (Publication of the Committee on the Costs of Medical Care No. 28.) 


Every community in the United States which desires to provide better medical 
care and increased health for all its people should have this book available on 
the shelves of the public library. The final report of this committee. which has 
spent five years studying the present status of medical care, should be the starting 
point for agencies in any community which are attempting to study, evaluate and 
co-ordinate its medical services. 


Preventive Medicine, by Mark Frederick Boyd. Sth ed. Phila. Saunders. 1936. 561 pp. 
illus. maps. $4.50. 


Writing from the point of view of Public Health, the author emphasizes the neces- 
sity for co-operation between the medical profession, the laity and the health au- 
thorities in the fight to prevent disease. In order that the public may be educated 
in the principles that the Public Health Department is trying to apply, certain 
fundamental information is here given on the etiology of disease, as well as methods 
for combating its spread. 


Public Health and Hygiene. A Students’ Manual, by C. F. Bolduan and N. W. Bolduan. 
2nd ed. Phila. Saunders. 1936. 371 pp. illus. port. $2.75. 


The development and present state of public health and hygiene are here vividly 
described in well-ordered and concise form. An historical introduction is followed 
by a review of the more important communicable and noncommunicable diseases, 
and information given as to the best means of fighting them. Community hygiene 
and health administration are considered, and health department rules and regu- 
lations outlined regarding communicable diseases. 


Public Health Nursing, by Mary Sewall Gardner. 3rd ed. rev. N. Y. Macmillan. 1936. 
476 pp. $3. 

For those who would understand the evolution of public health nursing through- 

out the world and its present administration and organization in this country and 

abroad, this book will more than adequately meet their desire. It is a classic in its 

field, vividly written, with keen appreciation and understanding of community 

needs, with detachment and impartiality on constroversial questions. 





MEDICAL BIOGRAPHY AND HISTORY FOR THE PUBLIC* 


COMPILED BY A COMMITTEE OF THE MEDICAL 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 








An American Doctor's Odyssey: Adventures in Forty-five Countries, by Victor Heiser. 
N. Y. Norton. 1936. 552 pp. illus. $3.50. 
A record of a colorful career, written with a sense of humor. It is a narrative 
of toil in far corners of the globe, of labors in many lands, to prevent the ravages 
of disease and establish the principles of preventive medicine. 









Doctors on Horseback: Pioneers in American Medicine, by James Thomas Flexner. 
N. Y. Viking Pr. 1937. 590 pp. illus. pl. $2.75. 
You will want to read these word portraits of seven of America’s frontier doctors, 
so vividly sketched that the characters live before us, with all their vanities and 
absurdities, with all their fervor and heroism. In those early days their scanty 
knowledge was supplemented by courage, and their primitive tools were guided 
by ingenuity, till we marvel at the miracles they performed, so graphically de- 
scribed in this book. 









The Great Doctors: A Biographical History of Medicine, by Henry E. Sigerist. N. Y. 
Norton. 1933. 436 pp. illus. $4. 

This gifted writer here sketches briefly the history of medicine through the portrayal 

of the lives of fifty-five of its leaders, from the ancient Aesculapius to the modern 

Sir William Osler. 


Great Doctors of the Nineteenth Century, by William Hale-White. Balto. Wood. 1935. 
327 pp. $5. 

Biographical sketches of seventeen of the outstanding medical men of Great Britain, 

from the time of the important discovery by Jenner of the efficiency of vaccination 

to the confirmation of the work of Ross on the transmission of malaria by mosquitoes. 











‘The Great Physician. A Short Life of Sir William Osler, by Edith Gittings Reid. New 
ed. N. Y. Oxford University Press. 1934. 306 pp. $1.50. 
Written by a personal friend of his family, this appreciation of Sir William Osler 
reveals certain intimate aspects of his personality and radiates enthusiasm for the 
man, his life, his work and his contribution to medicine. 







The Life of Edward Jenner: Naturalist and Discoverer of Vaccination, by F. G. D. 
Drewitt. 2nd ed. N. Y. Longmans, Green and Co. 1932. 127 pp. $2. 
A popular life of the many-sided Jenner. Though best known as the discoverer of 
vaccination, he is here revealed also as surgeon, naturalist, poet and musician. 







Lister as I Knew Him, by John Rudd Leeson. London. Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. 1927. 
212 pp. pl. port. 
Mr. Leeson’s vital biography of this man Lister is a wonderful introduction to 
him. Known as the father of antisepsis, he spent his life wrestling for surgical 
cleanliness and the comfort of his patients. 







* Many obvious heroes, such as Florence Nightingale, Edward Trudeau, Louis 
Pasteur, are omitted because of the assurance that their biographies are already on the 
shelves of every public library. 
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Madame Curie. A Biography, by Eve Curie. Garden City. Doubleday, Doran. 1937. 
393 pp. illus. pl. $3.50. 
A reverent tribute to a great scientist and a magnificent woman. Twice the recipient 
of the Nobel prize for her work on radium and radioactivity, “Madame Curie,” 
wrote Einstein, “is, of all celebrated beings, the only one whom fame has not 
corrupted.” This intimate biography, written by her daughter, reveals Madame 
Curie in all her simplicity and in all her grandeur. 


Noguchi, by Gustav Eckstein. N. Y. Harper and Brothers. 1931. 419 pp. pl. port. $5. 


Here is a biography written with a vast amount of local color. It vividly portrays 
the life of the famous Japanese bacteriologist who gave his life in his efforts to 
combat yellow fever. 


Pioneers of Public Health. The Story of Some Benefactors of the Human Race, by Mrs. 
M. E. M. Walker. N. Y. Macmillan. 1930. 270 pp. pl. port. $4.50. 


Sydenham, Chadwick, Shattuck, Lister, Manson, Laveran, Reed, Biggs, Gorgas 
and Leishman appear before us in the biographical sketches that make up this 
book. There are others besides, scientists whose names are inscribed on the walls 
of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. 


William Crawford Gorgas: His Life and Work, by Mrs. W. C. Gorgas and B. J. 
Hendrick. Garden City. Doubleday, Doran. 1924. 359 pp. port. $2.50. 


A stirring tribute to the man who by scientific insight and remarkable adminis- 
trative ability won the victory over yellow fever in Panama, and built the Canal. 
An admirable biography. 


MEDICAL History 


American Medicine, by Henry E. Sigerist. N. Y. Norton. 1934. 316 pp. $4. 


The author is a European physician, an authority on the history of medicine, who 
visited this country and, by his own admission, had to write this story of Ameri- 
can medicine. The compulsion was the result of his own enthusiasm for a country 
which has developed, in such a short period, from the days when Indian medicine- 
man was the only representative of the healing art to the great institutions for 
medical research which now mark this country as one of the most progressive. 


Behind the Doctor, by Logan Clendening. N. Y. Knopf. 1933. 458 pp. illus. $3.75. 


Dr. Clendening has here given us an easily understood account of the history of 
medicine, and the story of some of the men and women who have made medical 
discoveries. He tells of the circumstances in which these discoveries were made, 
and the influence they produced on civilization and thought. 


The Development of Modern Medicine. An Interpretation of the Social and Scientific 
Factors Invoived, by Richard Harrison Shryock. Phila. University of Penn- 
sylvania Press. 1936. 442 pp. pl. $4. 


Unlike most histories which leave one with a feeling of finality, this narrative 
suggests that the past has produced only the opening chapters in the story of the 
development of medicine. Here is no “dry as dust” recital of facts, but by tying 
up social conditions with the events they produced, the author has explained the 
alternating periods of lag and progress in the advancement of medical science. 


Devils, Drugs, and Doctors, The Story of the Science of Healing from Medicine-man 
to Doctor, by Howard W. Haggard. N. Y. Harper. 1928. 427 pp. illus. $5. 


Read how the science of medicine developed from the magic and alchemy of old 
to the threshold of scientific discovery. The story is dramatically told in this ab- 
sorbing narrative. The book carries illustrations and cuts that should be mentioned 
for they will add to your interest. 
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Disease and Destiny, by Ralph H. Major. N. Y. Appleton-Century. 1936. 338 pp. pl. 
$3.50. 

An absorbing story of the dominant réle of disease in the destiny of the human 
race. The author paints a vivid picture of how disease “has destroyed old races 
and cleared the terrain for new ones that were hardier, more resourceful and 
more intelligent. It has defeated armies, paralyzed trade, altered the economic 
life of nations. It has destroyed explorers and colonizers, scattered their settle- 
ments and determined the ownership of continents. It has altered thoughts of 
leaders, dominated their deeds . . . and its influence on the minds of thinkers has 
changed the course of human thought.”’ 


The Evolution and Significance of the Modern Public Health Campaign, by C.-E. A. 
Winslow. New Haven. Yale University Press. 1923. 65 pp. $1.50. 


A brief, clear presentation of public health as a social movement. The Dark Ages 
of public health are described and the dawning of social consciousness in the first 
half of the nineteenth century. The work of that “ardent, tenacious little French 
scientist,” Pasteur, is pictured and we see how this ushered in the Golden Age of 
Bacteriology. With this great scientific advancement we see the Modern Public 
Health campaign getting under way with Education as its keynote. 


Evolution of Modern Medicine, by William Osler. New Haven. Yale University Press. 
1921. 250 pp. illus. pl. $6. 
Called by Osler himself “An aeroplane flight over the progress of medicine through 
the ages,” this is one of the most delightful works of a delightful author. In spite 
of the brevity of the flight, one gets a clear picture of individuals and events, and 
impressions are emphasized by the charming cuts and engravings that adorn the 
book. 


The Lame, the Halt and the Blind: The Vital Réle of Medicine in the History of 
Civilization, by Howard W. Haggard: N. Y. Harper. 1932. 420 pp. illus. $4. 

Another of Dr. Haggard’s vivid accounts of medical and sanitary progress and the 
way ancient superstitions have been conquered, and barbarous treatments super- 
seded by enlightenment. A companion volume to his ‘Devils, Drugs and Doctors.” 


A Short History of Medicine, by Charles Singer. N. Y. Oxford University Press. 1928. 
368 pp. illus. $3. 
“The author seeks to place before the reader, who is without special knowledge, 
some account of Medicine as a science. Though the story told here opens with 
Greek times, the narrative of the earlier priod is so condensed that more than half 
of the book is devoted to modern medicine which is presented as a natural out- 
growth of an ancient tradition.” First importance is given to the principles of 
medicine rather than to the details of its practice. Medical history is philosophically 
considered and becomes a history of ideas rather than a story of individual ac- 
complishment. 


























PRESIDENT’S LETTER 


MEMBERSHIP 


Last year I made a plea for supporting members with the result that forty 
were added to the rolls of the Association. However, Miss Hallam, the Chair- 
man of the Membership Committee was responsible for twelve of these and 
your President for fifteen leaving a balance of thirteen for the remaining 232 
library members. This year we should do much better. I am asking for a 
minimum of 200 such members, less than one apiece for each library. The 
Membership Committee will be glad to help in any way possible and if li- 
brarians will supply the names of good prospects the Committee will make the 
contacts. The Chairman of the Committee is Miss Mae L. Walker, Librarian, 
Boston University School of Medicine, 80 East Concord Street, Boston. When 
you read the last part of the President's address, printed elsewhere in this 
number, you will realize the need of more income for the Association and 
perceive how the supporting member can be of great help to the organization. 
Increased membership in this particular class will mean decreased per capita 
costs. 

BULLETIN 


The Editor is desirous of having local news of libraries and librarians for 
publication in the Bulletin. Such items should be sent to Miss Isabelle T. An- 
derson, Librarian, Ramsey County Medical Society, Library, 1500 Lowry Build- 
ing, St. Paul, Minnesota. Suggestions concerning the Bulletin, and papers for 
publication should be sent to the Editor, Dr. Henry R. Viets, 8 The Fenway, 
Boston, Massachusetts. Advertising is desired for the Bulletin and the help of 
the members in this respect would be appreciated. Suggestions and the names 
of prospects will be gratefully received by the Editor. 


CHINESE LIBRARIES 


The Executive Committee considered the needs of Chinese Libraries who 
have lost everything during the present war and it is suggested that library 
members of the Association who have surplus runs and sets and even volumes 
of the common periodicals hold them until a common clearance station has 
been established in this country. 
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


EXCHANGE 


It will create a feeling of good will if all librarians will acknowledge to the 
sender all material received through the Exchange. The librarian who spends 
days listing material and other days shipping it would be pleased for a simple 
“thank you,” even if the chore is considered a routine matter. At the present 
time, my library is using seven men and women full time sorting, listing and 
making ready periodicals for the Exchange. Our No. 3 list, just distributed, 
consisting of 120 packages, had to be selected, sorted, checked, bundled, re- 
checked and shipped and took the services of two men for over two weeks 
to complete the job. Why not acknowledge with thanks? 

JAMES F. BALLARD, President 
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A SHORT sketch of the history of the Library of the School of Medicine, 
University of Maryland, by Ruth Lee Briscoe appeared in the April number 
of the Bulletin of that school. Having been founded in 1813, that Library 
deserves rank among the oldest medical libraries in the United States. On July 
first of this year, Mrs. Briscoe began her 25th year as librarian. 

The Rochester Academy of Medicine will have a new home for its library 
and for its other activities when it moves into the large residence which has 
been given to it by a benefactor. Extensive plans have been made to adapt this 
home for its use, and to build on to it an auditorium and a stack room. 

The Library of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company has been moved 
from its twentieth floor quarters to the ground floor of the building across 
the street. This is not the first time it has been moved, nor will it likely be the 
last, but the actual moving was done with a minimum of confusion due to the 
excellent planning of the library staff. 

Dr. Louis Ernst Schmidt has presented the greater part of his library on 
urology, dermatology, venereal diseases and allied subjects to the Archibald 
Church Library of Northwestern University Medical School. The collection 
contains about twenty four hundred volumes and seventy boxes of pamphlets 
and reprints. Dr. Schmidt is professor of genito-urinary surgery at North- 
western. 

Dr. Henry R. Viets has given to the Boston Medical Library his collection 
of works on encephalitis lethargica which is rich in the writings of the early 
period of 1919-1930. 

James F. Ballard of the Boston Medical Library has been reappointed 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Massachusetts State Library for a 
term of three years by Governor Hurley. 
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Dr. Archibald Malloch, Librarian of the New York Academy of Medicine 
gave, ‘A short talk on medical libraries,” before the Hartford Medical Society 
February 7, 1938, upon the occasion of the presentation of a portrait of Dr. 
Walter Steiner to the Society. 

Dr. Walter R. Steiner has been further honored by being elected president 
of the American Association of the History of Medicine at the meeting May 
2nd. 

Miss Rose H. Zissman, Medical Librarian of the Mt. Sinai Hospital, 
Chicago, was married on July 28, to Mr. Theodore H. Cohn. 

I. T. A. 
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Annals of Science, London, 1938, Vol. 3, No. 3, July 15. Taylor and Francis, 
Ltd., Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 4. 

The whole of this number is taken up with, “A short history of the Inter- 
national Congresses of Physiologists,” by K. J. Franklin, illustrated with many 
portraits of eminent physiologists. 

The title of this periodical, first published in 1936, is misleading as it has 
to do with the history of science since the renaissance and contains many articles 
of interest to medical librarians and historians, among which may be men- 
tioned papers on William Harvey, the Phlogiston Theory, Jean Begia, Leeu- 
wenhoek, Claude Bernard, Edward Turner (physician-chemist), animal elec- 
tricity before Galvani, etc., etc. 

Army Medical Library, Recent Book Acquisitions. May, 1938. Vol. 1, No. 2. 

Publications received during the period January 21 to April 30, 1938. 


British Periodicals of Medicine. A chronological list. By W. R. Le Fanu. 93 p. 
Baltimore, Johns Hopkins Press, 1938. $1.25. 

A survey of medical periodicals published in all British lands from 1684- 
1938, including serials and reports, arranged by dates of first issue. Indices 
by names adds greatly to the value of the list. A book for the librarian’s refer- 
ence shelf. 

Catalog of a Standard Minimum Library for a Course in Medical History. 
Institute of the History of Medicine, Johns Hopkins Univ. 8 p. Balti- 
more 1938. Prepared for a Seminar in the History of Medicine. 

This is a personal selection and would be augmented or changed by almost 
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any compiler. One notices the omission of such important works as Baas, J. 
H., ‘Outlines of the History of Medicine,” transl. by E. E. Handerson, New 
York, 1910; Mumford, J. G. “Narrative of Medicine in America,” Phila- 
delphia, 1903; Viets, H. R. “Brief History of Medicine in Massachusetts,” 
Boston, 1930; Billings, J. S. “History and Literature of Surgery.”’ In: Dennis, 
“System of Surgery,” Vol. 1, Philadelphia, 1895; Sarton, George. “Introduc- 
tion to the History of Science,’ Baltimore, 1927-1931; and like titles. 

Spencer's Celsus is now complete in three volumes. The Beaumont reprint, 
of 1929, is out of print and commands a price of $15, and up. 

The list is a worthwhile contribution to the apparatus for the teaching 
of medical history. 















Hieronymus Munzer und seine Bibliothek. By E. P. Goldschmidt. 154 p. 8°. 
London, Warburg Institute, 1938. 7 sh. 6 d. 

The great German humanist physician, Hieronymus Munzer, or Monetarius, 
as he called himself, lived 1437-1505. Our supporting member, Dr. Gold- 
schmidt, has given us an interesting short biography of the man and his work. 
He has been able to compile a catalog of 185 volumes from Munzer’s library, 
divided into six classes: theology; philosophy ; exact sciences, astronomy and 
geography ; medicine ; Latin classics and later Latin authors. Wherever possible, 
the present ownership has been noted and the United States is represented 
by one volume each in the libraries of Dr. Harvey Cushing of New Haven and 
Dr. A. W. Rosenbach of Philadelphia, one in the Newberry Library, Chicago, 
and four in the Boston Medical Library. 

Dr. Rosenbach has the rare Galenus “Opera,”” Venice, 1490 with painted 
miniatures. The Boston Medical Library has the famous ‘‘Constantinus Viati- 
cum” vellum ms. of the XIIIth century ; the combination volume containing the 
two Jenson 1471 medical works of Albucasis and Nicolaus Salernitanus; the 
“Rhasis Liber IX”’ of 1480 and a composite volume containing the “De im. 
mortalitate animorum” of Marsilius Ficinus, 1482, and three Latin classics. 

Those interested in early medical and scientific libraries should consult 
the article by Dr. E. C. Streeter on “Medieval libraries of medicine” in the 
Bulletin of the Medical Library Association, 1920, n.s., 10, 15-20; and 
the thesis of Pearl Kirbe, on the “Library of Pico della Mirandola,’”’ New 
York, 1936. 


























Leeches and Leisure. By Mrs. E. J. Bosazza. 10 p. Reprinted from the Leech, 
1938, Vol. 9, No. 1, April. 

Mrs. Bosazza, assistant librarian of the Witwatersrand Medical Library, 
Johannesburg, South Africa, has compiled very valuable reading lists in 
medical history for medical students from pre-university days through the six 
years of medical school. There are nine lists in all, graded to each year’s work 
and ending with, “Literary Medical Men” and “South African Medical Au- 
thors.” 

This should be on every reference shelf. 
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Medical Books of 1937. 43 p. Evansville, Ind., Mead Johnson & Co., January, 
1938. 
A comprehensive survey of the books of 1937 with a selected review for 
each work, arranged by subjects. 


Psychiatrie; médicale physiologique et expérimentale. By H. Baruk. 827 p. 8°. 
Paris, Masson et Cie 1938. 220 Fr. 


An important French book on psychiatry by the director of the hospital 
at Charenton, famous for the work of Bayle and Esquirol. Of interest to 
librarians for its extensive history of the national hospital at Charenton. 


The Role of Scientific Societies in the Seventeenth Century. By Martha Orn- 
stein. 3rd ed. 308 p. University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1938. 

This work is too well-known to need extended review. First published 
privately as a Doctor's dissertation in 1913, it became widely known through 
the second edition of 1928. Now in the third edition, under the auspices of 
the New York Academy of Medicine, a service to the cause of learning has 
been rendered by keeping this book alive. New illustrations have been added 
and minor errors in the text corrected. 

For those who do not know this book, a word may be noted about its 
contents, for ground is covered not found in any other publication. It begins 
with a series of biographies of the important men of science in the seventeenth 
century—Gilbert, Galilei, Harvey, Bacon, Descartes and others. There follows 
a description of the development of the important societies of the period, 
Italian, English, French and German and the first scientific journals, including, 
of course, the medical. Finally the universities are considered. 

Written with noted accuracy and in a pleasant manner, although somewhat 
amateurish and not always in simple order so that one can find things quickly, 
no medical library should be without this or the preceding edition of such a 
classic study. 


The Onderstepoort Library Index. Union of South Africa. Department of 
Agriculture. 153 p. 4°. Pretoria, Gov. Printer, 1937. 2 sh. 6d. 

A classification formulated for the particular needs of the research library 
at Onderstepoort, with a special numerical notation. The various divisions are 
arranged alphabetically, beginning with anatomy and ending with zoology, 
a total of 29 main divisions, each of which is subdivided as required. A key 
of 94 pages constituting an index to the whole classification, is a very important 
addition to main work. 

A fine piece of work, of interest to all librarians. 


RECENT BIOGRAPHY 


Claude Bernard, Physiologist. By J. M. D. Olmsted. 272 p. 8°. New York, 
Harpers, 1938. $4. 
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The Horse and Buggy Doctor. By Arthur E. Hertzler. 322 p. 8°. New York, 
Harpers, 1938. $2.75. 

William Alanson White. The Autobiography of 4 Purpose. 293 p. 8°. Garden 
City, New York. Doubleday, Doran, 1938. $3. 

Professor Olmsted in his long biography of Claude Bernard, contemporary 
of Pasteur, has done much to show the merit of Bernard and his work, long 
overshadowed by Pasteur. The first part of the book is biographical, the last 
half has to do with his discoveries in the field of medicine. The book is 
a distinct addition to medical biography and should be widely read. 

Dr. Hertzler in his autobiography gives a dramatic, interesting story of the 
trials, tribulations and successes of a country practitioner during the past fifty 
years, from the time when he first began practice until he had his own hospital, 
had written a large number of books and had become eminent as consultant 
and pathologist. A book for all medical libraries. 

The autobiography of Dr. White is important to the medical librarian 
for the extensive chapters on the history of St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, Washing- 
ton, the government hospital for the insane, of which Dr. White was head 
for over thirty years. A complete bibliography of Dr. White’s articles and 
books, from 1894 to the time of his death in 1937, is also important for the 
reference librarian. 


Life and Letters of Fielding H. Garrison. By Solomon R. Kagan. 287 p. 
Boston: The Medico-Historical Press, 1938. $3.00. 

For many years Fielding H. Garrison stood in the forefront of medical 
historians and bibliographers in these United States; perhaps, indeed, he 
held title to the very first place. He was by no means a man of one book, 
yet his chief claim to fame came to rest on his ‘Introduction to the History of 
Medicine” which, from the time of its first publication a quarter century ago, 
became standard, so to speak, for English speaking readers. But though, 
through this book, Garrison’s name became a by-word to a whole profession 
not many knew much about the man himself, his life, his personality, the scope 
of his interests and pursuits. Yet there are hundreds, thousands it may be, 
who would like to do so. It is doubtful, unfortunately, whether to these Dr. 
Kagan’s book will come as any adequate answer to their prayers. Truth to tell, 
the “Life” is an extremely sketchy affair and contains much more of fulsome 
eulogy than of sober analysis. One gathers the impression of undue haste in 
assembling materials and rushing into print; the result, at any rate, is jejune, 
journalesque in character, and far from being a definitive biography. 

The letters are a different matter naturally; they are Garrison himself and 
are therefore of first rate interest. Indeed, personal letters are among the most 
revealing forms of literature. Of this particular collection some six dozen 
were written to Dr. Edward C. Streeter and these especially are most charac- 
teristic of their author. They betoken a wide acquaintance with men and events, 
a ripe, scholarly judgment and at times, perhaps, a somewhat acerbitous tem- 
per. Garrison, as those who knew him best would admit, did not always draw 
his punches. Certain of the other letters included have likewise an appeal, 
though for the most part in less degree. A few of the briefer notes, it might 
seem, it would have been as well to omit. 
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A bibliography and an adequate index conclude the volume. 

As the reviewer in the New England Journal of Medicine has put it, 
“There is a taste of Garrison here, but one wants much more. Without the 
Streeter letters the book would indeed be a skeleton.” That is the literal truth. 
Kagan’s book may serve to some extent as a source book, but to do so im- 
portant a man as Garrison justice somebody else, perhaps several, must take 
a hand. Fortunately, considering the attractiveness of the subject and a pre- 
sumptive abundance of materials, there might seem a good prospect of it. 











L’Art Ancien, S. A., 8 Pelikanstrasse, Zurich, Switzerland 
Exact Science. 584 items. Catalog 22. Lists 17 medieval manuscripts and a 
Computus Paschalis of 1466 in complete state. 


Chicago Medical Book Co., Congress and Honore Sts., Chicago, Illinois 
Bulletin of New Medical Books, May 1937 to May 1938. Classified by 
subjects. 


Davis & Orioli, 37 Museum Street, London, W.C. 1, England 
Rare books, including a large collection of medical books. 138 items. 
Catalog 82. 


William Dawson & Sons, Ltd., Cannon House, Pilgrim Street. London, E. C. 
4, England 
Scientific Periodicals and Books. 161 pp. 309 medical items. Catalog 28. 


Dawson’s Book Shop, 627 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, California 
Medicine from its Early Days. 56 items. Special List 56. 


Buchhandlung Gustav Fock, 8 Sternwartenstr., Leipzig, C. 1, Germany 
Medizin. Zeitschriftenreibe. 2565 items. Catalog 720. 


E. P. Goldschmidt & Co., Ltd., 45 Old Bond Street, London, W. 1, England 
The Revival of Learning. European Scholarship in the XVth and XVIth 
Centuries. 258 items. Catalog 49. Invaluable for its scholarly notes. 
Old Science and Medicine. 228 items. Finely illustrated. Catalog 48. 


Goodspeed’s Book Shop, 18 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts 
Rare Books. Catalog 300. Containing a special collection of herbals. 
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Hoosier Book Shop, 2135 N. Alabama, Indianapolis, Indiana 

Medicine, Early American Text Books and other Americana Medica. 146 
items. List 61. 

American Medicine. 162 items. List 63. 


Ch. Huth, Buchenback in Breisgau, Germany. 
Early Medicine and Science. 100 items. List 6. 


Alfred Lorentz, 10 Kurprinzstr., Leipzig, Germany 
Innere Medizin. 2444 items. Catalog 420. 


Libreria Gia Nardecchia, 35 Piazza Cavour, Rome, Italy 
Opera Selecta. Vetera et Nova 5. Contains many medical items. 


Old Hickory Book Shop, 65 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 
Old and Rare Medical Books. 105 items. List 37. 


Wheldon and Wesley, 2 Earnshaw St., London, W.C. 2, England 
Books on Microscopy. 771 items. Catalog 48. 


Richard S. Wormser, 22 W. 48th Street, New York, New York 
Early American Arts and Sciences, Trades and Professions. 131 items. List 
119. 
(Dealers will glady send copies on request. ) 
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How To Dispose OF OBSOLETE PROFESSORS. By Joe Hare. School and Society, 
48 :83-85, 1938. 

Librarians are held partly responsible for the problems which arise in 
connection with inefficient faculty members because “they usurped the Elysia 
to which many senile professors could otherwise have been sent.’’ A plan 
is suggested whereby such professors will resign voluntarily. Attention is called 
to the superficial training in the use of the library given most entering college 
students. No additional knowledge is required until the student begins his 
major work. Then the professor refers him to the research materials he used 
years earlier. So the student acquires a knowledge of the tools and methods of 
research similar to those learned by the professor “in eighteen or nineteen so 
and so.” Consider instead the possibility of hiring several properly trained 
librarians, who as soon as a student decides on his major field of study, gives 
a course in “methods and materials of advanced study” closely correlated to 
his subject. Classwork should run for approximately one academic year and 
should be followed by examinations. Thoroughly familiar with reference re- 
sources, students would eventually know more than some of the professors, 
and so it would become more comfortable for the obsolete among them to 
resign. Librarian-bibliographers should teach the instruments of their trade, 
but should not prepare comprehensive bibliographies to order, for they are 
a ‘fake, as is the researcher who asks for’’ them. 

THE PROBLEM OF THE RESERVE BOOK COLLECTION IN UNIVERSITY LIBRAR- 
1ES. By Dorothy M. Cooper. Library Journal, 63 :401-402, 1938. 

To serve students effectively the reserve collection must be weeded of little 
used material. Unused books on the reserve shelf decrease the usefulness of the 
library and occupy valuable space. The reserve shelf should be limited to 
books listed as required, not as optional reading. Dead timber can be ascer- 
tained by tabulating circulation statistics garnered from the charging cards. 
Fortified with such data it is easy to get the co-operation of the faculty in 
limiting reserves to those books which are in great demand. A smaller collec- 
tion of reserves greatly expedites the service. 


HYGIENIC LIBRARY ILLUMINATION. By Miles A. Tinker. Library Journal, 63: 
532-534, 1938. 

Library lighting, as prescribed by illuminating engineers and architects, has 

often emphasized the efficiency of light output and beauty instead of hygienic 
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vision. Recommendations of various investigators in the field of illumination 
are cited and reviewed briefly but critically. The International Commission on 
Illumination recommends 8 foot-candles as the minimum intensity for lighting 
school rooms. Intensity alone, however, is not a good criterion of hygienic 
lighting. Diffusion is a second important factor. Eyestrain is often caused by 
improper diffusion which results in glare, surface reflections, alternating bright 
spots and shadows, etc., etc. For libraries neutral tinted table tops, moderately 
bright general illumination supplemented by more intensive local illumination 
will give hygienic lighting conditions. If lamps are used they should be fitted 
with opaque shades, and the bottom of the shade should be 19-20 inches from 
the table surface. For illegible print or other exacting visual tasks a light 
brighter than 10 foot-candles should be available. To determine the best 
hygienic illumination for various purposes the co-operation of engineers, phy- 
siologists and psychologists is necessary. 


THE PossIBILITY OF DISCARDING THE CARD CATALOG. By Fremont Rider. L7- 
brary Quarterly, 8:329-345, 1938. 

Tremendous physical bulk, continuously increasing costs of filing, awkward- 
ness in use, and unitary existence are major drawbacks of the card catalog. Yet 
the fact that it permits immediate and indefinite intercalation is such a prime 
advantage that to date no satisfactory substitute has been devised. Advantages 
and disadvantages of various ways to obviate objections of the card catalog 
are discussed. The Hollerith machine for alphabeting catalog cards is dis- 
missed as impractical. It is pointed out that reduction in size of catalog cards 
by photographic processes and subsequent increase in length of catalog drawers 
would accomplish a fourfold reduction in storage space. However, the reader 
prefers a book catalog in which he can see several entries at once. But Index 
visibles designed to meet this demand are not practical. A need exists for 
some means of intercalating new entries in a printed cumulative book catalog. 
Catalog recording may be done in the future by microphotography, but as yet 
no satisfactory solution to all problems involved in the handling and using 
of films have been solved. Linotype is not a solution. For while the slugs may 
be intercalated indefinitely so as to make a cumulative catalog, the storage of 
tons of linotype metal presents a serious problem. And composition costs of 
resetting an entire catalog are prohibitive. Finally the photo-offset process is 
given favorable consideration, though its use in booksellers’ catalogs has given 
poor results. A new “typographic typewriter’ is needed to make the process 
practical. By way of summary, advantages of the multiple copy printed catalog 
are enumerated. For the public library with its many branches, for the Uni- 
versity with its many departmental libraries the consolidated printed catalog 


will be of inestimable value. 
J.W.H. 














